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Be thou faithful unto death, and I will give thee the crown of life! 
Revelation 2. 10. 


In five years contributions to the 
American Mission to Lepers increased $94,- 
688 to $225,977. Separate donations in- 
creased from 5819 to 11,430. The total 
raised since 1893 is $1,670,929. 


Elat, the third station to be opened by 
Presbyterian missionaries in the Cameroun 
district in West Africa, has a parish of 80,- 
000 people, and of 10,000 square miles. There 
is no overcrowding and no over-churching. 
No other Protestant church has a work 
there. Neither is there any under-churching 
in the Elat field, for there is a chapel or 
place of worship for the entire 80,000, not 
many having to walk more than an hour to 
church. 


Most natives in Korea prefer a board 
or stone floor to a good spring bed, strange 
to say. Once at a medical society meeting 
there were great discussions and arguments 
on both sides as to whether the foreign bed 
or the native stone floor method was better. 
One doctor said: 

“Let’s go into our wards and I'll show you 
ow happy they are on real spring beds!” 
On reaching the wards we found the pa- 
ients on the floor under the beds. Their 
xplanation was that they were just taking 
little rest on the floor—Dr. R. M. Wilson. 


The game of checkers has reached its 
izziest height of glorification in the gift of 
thousand dollars to the Portland (Maine) 
.M. C. A. by the late Edward K. Chap- 
an for the “promotion of the game of 
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checkers, to buy checker boards and men, to 
keep the same in good sanitary condition, 
and to otherwise promote the game of 
checkers.” 

Mr. Chapman was known as the Christ- 
mas tree king of Maine. He must have been 
a genial spirit. 


A Bible dictionary adapted to Indian 
readers is in course of preparation under 
the auspices of the North India Book and 
Tract Society. A basic manuscript of the 
new dictionary in English is under way, the 
articles being translated into Hindi by Dr. 
Yohan Masih. 

Of course the English MSS. can be used 
for translation into other vernaculars. A 
request has been received from the Punjab 
for permission to use it for an Urdu dic- 
tionary. 


“Make Music, for Music Makes Happi- 
ness!” is the slogan adopted for National 
Music Week, May 5-11. 

As applied to the churches, this plan calls 
not only for a general improvement of con- 
gregational singing, but especially for a 
greater entry of the young people into the 
music-making of the church and Sunday 
school. Definite suggestions are offered for 
making the young people’s music not an end 
in itself, but a means toward the greater end 
of music’s spiritual influence upon life. 

Particulars may be obtained from the Na- 
tional Music Week Committee, 45 West 
45th Street, New York City. 
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At least 75 per cent of adult criminals 
begin as juvenile delinquents. Mental and 
physical ills, bad environment, poor home 
training or evil associates are all factors 
over which the child has little or no control, 
and yet they are responsible for the major 
amount of the delinquency of today. 

A spot map of any city picturing its de- 
linquency invariably shows a number of well 
defined districts or neighborhoods which 
produce most of the offenders. These dis- 
tricts are the places where the plane of liv- 
ing is low, the housing is poor, the churches 
weak, and playgrounds lacking. In this soil 
delinquency grows as rapidly as weeds in a 
vacant lot. 


The English Church Congress (Angli- 
can) is to meet in Toronto next September 
in response to an invitation sent by the 
bishop and executive committee of the dio- 
cese. 

This will be the first time that the Con- 
gress has met outside of England. It is 
hoped that the archbishops of Canterbury 
and York will both be present. 

Such a departure as bringing the Church 
Congress to Canada will do much to interest 
leaders and thinkers of the church in Eng- 
land in the problems of the Canadian church, 
and its discussion will be most helpful to 
clergy and laity in Canada. 


Self-governing, self-supporting and 
self-propagating churches have been 
more definitely adopted as the aim of the 
China Inland Mission. Word has been issued 
to its missionaries from headquarters to 
speed up this new emphasis as local condi- 
tions permit. 

This plan will release a number of mis- 
sionaries and a considerable sum of money 
annually from past service and uses. It has 
therefore been decided to enter upon a for- 
ward movement for the evangelization of 
unreached areas. This is in the nature of a 
return to the original purpose and aim of 
the mission. 

Hospitals and schools will remain for the 
present in the ultimate control of the mis- 
sion, but with advisory committees com- 
posed of Chinese and foreigners assisting in 
the management. 


The International Association of Agri- 
cultural Missions urged at its last meet- 
ing that agricultural and moral knowledge 
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be definitely taught in all the villages and 
countrysides of the world. Scientific re- 
search is not enough. The results of suc’ 
research must be made available by rural! 
people. 

To do this the help of men of wealth and! 
various philanthropic foundations is needed. 

“To better the condition of the rural 
masses it is not enough to make the dis-: 
coveries that could bring them relief, and: 
then leave it for the rural people to adopt! 
them or not. To bring material and spir-- 
itual salvation to these people requires true: 
vicarious missionaries, who, because of love,: 
will go and live beside the ignorant and dis-: 
heartened rural man and fill him with new\ 
enthusiasm, new purpose and new power,—; 
to teach him to do the‘ right in addition 9 
just knowing it.” 


The Pioneer Mission Agency is an in- 
corporated body, with office at 1114 Chest- 
nut Street, Philadelphia. Its stated purpose 
is to learn and publish the needs of unevan- 
gelized parts throughout the world, and for- 
ward workers and means*to other organiza 
tions for pioneer work. The officers and 
directors include some widely known names: 
Rey. L. L. Legters is the field secretary, what 
apparently does most of the scouting. 

The report of the treasurer for the year 
ending September 30 last shows the sum of 
$7719.35 disbursed to “Missions,” not in- 
cluding the useful work of surveys. Not all 
the money raised for pioneer missionaries 
passes through the society’s treasury: i 
some cases it goes direct to other boards. 


In the United Church of Canada there 
are 1571 fields on the home mission list, witl® 
4368 preaching places in them. This con 
stitutes about 56% of the preaching points in 
the whole church. 

Since the last General Council meeting ir 
June 1926, 375 fields have been taken off the 
list of aid-receiving charges, having reache¢ 
the status of self-support. 

Rearrangement of fields and amalgama+ 
tions of former competitive home mission 
charges rendered possible by a union of thd 
churches are responsible for 65 charges 
reaching self-support during the past yea 
alone, while 32 additional charges have b 
normal growth and the prosperity of th 
country also gone off the home mission fun 

Within the last two years 285 new field: 


' have been opened by the home mission board, 
with an average of three or four preaching 
points in each. It will be seen, therefore, 
that the United Church of Canada has oc- 
cupied new home mission territory within 
two years at more than a thousand points in 
| Canada. 

The board of home missions expends more 
than one and one-quarter millions of dol- 
lars annually. 


Clear-cut results in gospel work are be- 
‘| ing secured all the time, but we do not hear 
1) about them. 

A missionary in China writes of revival 
| and blessing, and mentions two special in- 
stances. 

) “A real soul-saving work is going on in 
| the Model Prison in Peking, especially 
through Mr. Huang and other Chinese 
Christians who preach the full salvation of 
‘) Christ. Mr. Huang has written that 45 in 
j all have been baptized in the prison, and 
} eight men and 15 women have applied for 
baptism. One of the guards had also ap- 
4) plied, and many of the caretakers seemed in- 
| terested. 

“Shortly after arriving we found a truly 
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i gelists. One day while visiting her in her 
“home she met the Lord and began to rejoice 
) in his salvation, wanting at once to share 
"| her joy with others. It was lovely to see her 
drinking in the truth at the meetings. As 
) she was hearing of the suffering and love of 
the Lord for sinners she was deeply touched. 
‘| Another woman who had been a church 
} member for three years was so convicted of 
her sins in the past that she had to get right 
VT with God and with men. She got a great 
‘|| deliverance, and it was a joy to see her shin- 
“4 ing face and hear her pray and testify to the 
wonderful saving power of Christ. Imme- 
‘diately she got her husband to come, that he 
‘} too might experience the same deliverance 
@ from sin and joy in the Lord.” 


_ The exact status of Christian missions 
in China is revealed in a survey especially 
‘prepared for the Presbyterian Board of For- 
“) eign Missions (156 Fifth Avenue, New York 
| City,) by Dr. Courtenay H. Fenn, an Ameri- 
| can missionary and author who has been as- 
sociated with missions in China since 1893, 
‘and whose headquarters are in the Laymen’s 
‘| Bible School, Peking. 


Christian Missions in China. 


Page 195 


From want of sympathy with friends 
and neighbors; from harsh judgments 
and ill-feeling towards any; from idle 
talk and slander; from want of love for 


our country and unwillingness to seek 
the common good,— 


Good Lord, deliver us! 


Dr. Fenn in his survey emphasizes the 
fact that the Protestant church is responsi- 
ble in China for tremendous advances in 
moral, intellectual, social and political re- 
form. He records that the new Nationalist 
government is utilizing hundreds of Chris- 
tian Chinese either as heads of departments 
or in other important positions, and that 
schools of scientific medicine, surgery and 
sanitation, as well as scientific agriculture, 
sericulture and forestry owe their great 
strides among the Chinese people to Chris- 
tian missions. 

The advancement of womanhood is cred- 
ited by Dr. Fenn to Christian missions, and 
he states that the Protestant church is doing 
more than any other agency in China to im- 
prove China’s agriculture and to train her 
young people in industrial schools and self- 
help departments. 

Non-interference with political matters is 
shown to be the attitude of Protestant mis- 
sionaries. Altogether Dr. Fenn demon- 
strates that the modern social gospel of the 
Christian church is proving a success in 
China. He shows that there is close comity 
among the numerous Protestant denomina- 
tions working in China, and that between 
the Protestants and Roman Catholics there 
is considerable codperation in humanitarian 
efforts. 

Baptist Brevities. 

The Lord’s work in my country is flourish- 
ing. The response to our persecutions is 35,- 
000 Baptists who stand steadfast in their 
faith to Jesus Christ.—J. Ungureanu, Ru- 
mania. 

God is blessing us abundantly. Six years 
ago there were only 10 churches with 960 
members, and now there are 45 churches with 
more than 3500 members.—B. Spalek, Po- 
land. : 

I represent the smallest group of Baptists 
in the world. There are only 150 of us down - 
in the heart of South America, and on top 
of the roof of the Western hemisphere— 
H. S. Hillyer, Bolivia. 
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The Farm Wagon at Burity. 


It was Mission Sunday in a little Ohio 
Sunday school. The teacher of the boys’ 
class arose and said: 

“Mr. Superintendent, I have an announce- 
ment! I’ve just received a letter from Mr. 
Manley saying that the state government has 
just completed a road out of the city right 
past the mission farm in Brazil, so that now 
it is possible to drive to town in three hours 
with a Ford whereas it used to take nine 
hours on horseback. Now I happen to know 
that Mr. Manley has only a little two- 
wheeled one-mule cart with which to work 
on that 15,000 acre farm, and since it is now 
possible for him to take a wagon up to his 
farm, why can’t we send him a_broad- 
wheeled farm wagon? We can pledge the 
money for it right now.” 

The school was responsive, so that day the 
money was raised to purchase the wagon and 
pay the freight to Cuyaba, Matto Grosso, 
Brazil,—in the geographical center of the 
continent of South America. 

Today the Burity farm wagon can be 
seen hauling stone from the mission’s quarry, 
where an old Portuguese blasts the rock 
with home-made powder and shapes it with 
hammer and chisel. Or it may be seen haul- 
ing firewood to the mission’s brickyard and 
bringing back nice red bricks cut. by hand 
by a Christian Bahiano worker. Or it may 
be seen anywhere within the limits of the 
four-by-six-mile farm, hauling logs from 
the jungle forest to the scaffolding where 
two Brazilians saw them into boards. So 
the farm wagon is important. Wherever it 
goes it serves. It serves to make life easier 
for the two Presbyterian missionary families 
living at Burity. It serves as a monument 
to the consecration of those good Sunday 
school people in Ohio. And it serves to 
help the industrial workers in the interior of 
Brazil to bring a practical, livable Chris- 
tianity to our worthy Brazilians. 


Oh for More Missionaries Like 
This One! 


The American Wednesday evening prayer 
meeting has been established in Paris by a 
Presbyterian missionary en route to Africa, 
according to reports just received by the 
Presbyterian Board of Foreign Missions. 
The missionary is Rev. Irwin W. Underhill, 
Jr., of Philadelphia, who with his wife was 


recently appointed to the West Africa mis~- 
sion, and who is spending six months in 
Paris perfecting his French in advance of | 
proceeding to his work in the Cameroun. 
Writing to the Board from Paris out of a_ 
“heart flooded with a realization of the 
many things” for which he should render 
thanks unto his Lord and Master, Mr. Un- 
derhill proceeds: 

“It is three months since we arrived in 
Paris,—three happy, crowded, busy months. 
Paris, what a city! On our arrival it 
seemed as though it were God-forsaken. At 
every corner a café for vending wines and 
liquors!) The sabbath desecrated by all! 
How spiritually hungry those first days were | 
for us! 

“T had worked hard just before leaving | 
America, preaching twice each Sunday and 
making talks in the churches during the: 
week, besides much personal work. On ar- 
riving in Paris I felt a great let-down. I 
wanted to preach, I wanted to do personal 
work. Oh to do something to be used by 
the Spirit! To stand still seemed like: 
death, and besides one hungered for Chris- 
tian fellowship. The American Church here; 
holds a beautiful service each Sunday morn-: 
ing, but there was no place in all Paris that: 
we knew of where one could attend a week: : 
day meeting of fellowship and prayer ini 
English, and we longed for such a place. 

“One day at the Alliance Francaise, the: 
school which we are attending, I met a) 
young man who told me that he missed the: 
weekday prayer services he loved to attend | 
at home. He too was a missionary bound | 
for French Equatorial Africa. That same: 
day I met five other missionaries who alse) 
lamented the fact that no prayer meeting: 
was held in English in Paris. I began te) 
realize that if so many souls were hungering | 
for fellowship with their Christian brothers; 
and their Master God would provide a way.| 
I prayed to that end. The next day I called | 
on M. Daniel Couvé, director of the French) 
Evangelical Missionary Society. He is a} 
noble soul, and has done many kind favors: 
for us. I asked him if his society would’ 
give us the use of their chapel for a Wednes- 
day evening prayer meeting. He told me 
they would gladly do so. So the following 
Wednesday evening twenty missionaries and/ 
several lay Christians gathered in the beauti-, 
ful chapel of the mission. We had a happy) 
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Is the Roman Question Ended? 
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Boys of the Near East Relief orphanage in Armenia learning to be good farmers. 


time. Every one gave a testimony. The 
Spirit was present, and hungry hearts were 
fed. We lacked one thing, hymn books in 
English: so I went to Dr. Joseph W. Coch- 
ran, formerly a minister in Detroit, now 
pastor of the American Church in Paris, 
and he kindly furnished us with books. 
Now each week we have quite a gathering 
of English, Scotch, Canadian and American 
Christians, and at our last meeting we even 
had a converted Russian prince whose name 
is too difficult to write. 

“Mrs. Underhill has been quite active. 
She addressed the ladies of the American 
Church on missions in Africa last Monday. 
They were much impressed with her talk 
and with the fact that such a capable young 
person had given her life to such a glorious 
cause. Many of the ladies expressed a de- 
sire to know more about Africa and mis- 
sions in general, so shortly she will organize 


' and direct a women’s missionary society in 


the American Church... ... 

“Last week two of the members of our 
little prayer meeting circle left for Africa. 
Almost all of our circle were present to see 
them off. They were a happy young couple. 
What a great sight it was to see them going 
forth to be used of him to prepare the hearts 
of those who know him not for his coming. 


How I longed to be going with them! It is 
hard staying here. Paris is a wonderful 
place. Her people have been more than 
kind to us, but we know that there is need 
out there on the firing line. Our hearts are 
out there, our task is there. We are eager 
to be off. March cannot come too soon for 
us. It will be a happy day when we set sail 
for the field to which God has called us. 
“We covet your prayers to the end that 
we tay be prepared for the high calling of 
Christ Jesus, that we may be worthy to be his 
servants, and that the Spirit of our God may 
go before us and prepare the hearts of our 
brothers in Africa for our coming. ... .” 


The Roman Question Ended? 

The full arrangement between Italy and 
the Vatican is not available as this para- 
graph is written, and presumably will not be 
published until the agreements are ratified 
by the king and parliament of Italy. Even 
then, will they publish all the facts? 

Several matters were open for settlement. 

One arose out of the seizure of papal ter- 
ritory in Garibaldi’s time sixty years ago. 
The Italian government offered compensa- 
tion, but not until now has the Vatican been 
willing to come to terms: which are said to 
include a small area of land within the city 
of Rome plus some $87,000,000 cash. 
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Another more difficult question was the 
papal insistence that absolute spiritual inde- 
pendence cannot go hand in hand with politi- 
cal subservience in the case of a church 
making such exclusive and comprehensive 
claims as Romanism does. The present set- 
tlement grants extra-territoriality to the 
Vatican area and recognizes the pope as an 
independent temporal sovereign. Hereafter 
it will be proper to address the pope as King 
Pius, we suppose. By what casuistry will 
American Romanists now deny temporal al- 
legiance to a foreign potentate? 

Further agreement governs the status of 
the Romanist church in Italy, and the place 
and function of its canon law. 

Obviously the whole arrangement affects 
not only Italy itself, but every nation on 
earth. Romanism is relieved of an old 
grouch or grievance: but will it gain as a 
spiritual church? Students of prophecy 
meanwhile see one more unfolding of the 
drama which speaks of the nearing coming 
of our Lord. 


BY-PRODUCTS OF WAR RELIEF. 
Hersert L. WILLETT, JR. 


Once upon a time there was a bread line. 
America supplied food, and the giving hand 
was the hand of Near East Relief. But be- 
cause so many in the bread line were orphan 
children and food alone was too little to 
give a homeless child, America gave more, 
—homes, character training and practical 
education. So today we see by-products of 
relief in their ultimate value far greater than 
mere lives saved. Four can be briefly 
sketched. 

The first is health. 

There were some little girls who wanted 
to play with dolls but had no dolls, and 
there were some tiny babies without 
mothers. So each girl was given a baby to 
take care of, and in playing with her pre- 
cious charge she learned a great deal about 
health and cleanliness and nursing. From 
that simple beginning came hospitals and 


clinics and the Nurses’ Training Schools - 


which are doing so much for countries rav- 
aged by typhus, trachoma, tuberculosis and 
malaria. 

The second is advancement in the means 
of making a livelihood. 

Not long ago Near East Relief sent a num- 
ber of thoroughbred chickens and a herd of 


pedigreed pigs to Greece. So valuable were 
these that a prominent Greek metropolitan . 
was glad to give the blessing of the church | 
to these creatures that will increasingly add | 
to the wealth of Greece. And as some chil-_ 
dren are being taught modern agriculture 
others are learning to ply all the trades and 
arts of the Near East in ways that will en-| 
able them to bring their countries closer to. 
the economic level of their Western neigh- 
bors. 

The third is trustworthiness. 

When it was first suggested that Syrian 
farmers hire Armenian boys they refused. . 
But now thosé same farmers are saying: 

“They use our tools as if they were their 
own. They use their time to make every 
moment count. They are trustworthy as no| 
former workmen we could hire have ever 
been.” 

And the fourth is peace. 

When General Weygand once visited : 
Aleppo he stood in an orphanage of the: 
Near East Relief and with his hand on the; 
shoulder of an orphan boy and facing a 
thousand Armenian orphans, he said: . 

“You children can do more for the peace : 
of the Near East than I and all my troops!” 


CHRISTIAN ENDEAVOR NEWS. 


The watchword of the 7000 Australasian | 
Intermediate Christian Endeavorets is: 

“Make I. C. E. spell not ‘Ice,’ but ‘Intro-- 
duce Christ Everywhere!’ ” 

The annual convention of the Germar 
Christian Endeavor) Union was recently held | 
at Herford in Westphalia, with an attend-- 
ance of about 3000 persons. Fifty-six new. 
societies were admitted into the union, mak- 
ing a total of 2176 societies, with a member-| 
ship of 46,750. | 
_ Chambers’ Dictionary, one of the popular’ 
dictionaries used in England, has included | 
the letters “C. E.” and their interpretation, 
“Christian Endeavor,” in its list of abbrevia- 
tions. | 

The latest report of the India Christian} 
Endeavor Union shows that there are 
approximately 2000 societies and 60,000 mem- 
bers. The union publishes a monthly maga- 
zine called “India Christian Endeavor.” 
Each year the India union publishes a year 
book which contains much valuable informa-. 
tion about Christian Endeavor in general, 


An Indian Christian on Prayer. 


Page 199 


SS ee 


t} also daily Bible-readings, and considerable 


/ help on the weekly prayer meeting topics. 
The Christian Endeavor societies in India 
do a great deal of work outside of the regu- 
‘| lar prayer meetings, such as keeping the 
streets of their towns clean, providing medi- 
| cine for the sick, sending out young people 
to preach in the villages, taking food to in- 
| valids, helping in the support of poor stu- 


:| dents, and sending money to flooded areas. 


Homer Rodeheaver and Percy S. Foster 
' will direct the music at the International 
_ Christian Endeavor Convention to be held in 
Kansas City, Missouri, July 3 to 8 next. A 
/ committee of one hundred young people are 
planning the program. Advance registra- 
tions are already fifty per cent greater than 
| for any previous convention. 


REGARDING THE PROPHET 
HARRIS OF WEST AFRICA. 


We have referred more than once in these 
columns in past years to the Prophet Harris, 
so called, of the Ivory Coast, West Africa. 
| Exchanges told of his power as a preacher, 
turning natives to Christ literally by hun- 
| dreds and thousands before the war. It is 

| disquieting, therefore, to receive word in a 
'-recent letter from Rev. Walter B. Wil- 
liams, district superintendent of the Meth- 
‘| odist Episcopal church on the Kroo Coast, 
“) that Harris is not to be trusted in every re- 
spect. He says: 


God’s avenging sword silencing the lips of 


4) a great enemy to the Lord’s work among the 


i) Krus came with supernatural force in 1925 
,) on Nana Kru Mission. 

Up to a year ago, in his wanderings up 
and down the land, the old Prophet Wadé 
Harris, of Ivory Coast fame, was a frequent 
| visitor at this station. Sometimes he stayed 
4) for days and at times for weeks, sometimes 
)} accompanied by his two wives, sometimes 
alone. There was a man to whom God at 
one time gave marvelous power! That he 
4 used that power as an evangelist on the Ivory 
| Coast there is no question, and I should be 
) the last man to minify the work he did there 
‘|| which the Wesleyan church is now shep- 
herding. But I have known him personally 
1) for more than twenty years. I visited him 
|) when he was in prison at Cape Palmas for 
/) treason, and prayed with him in his cell. 
| That was before he proclaimed himself a 


Prayer, to a-heart of lowly love, 

Opens the gate to heaven above. 

Ah, prayer is God’s high dwelling-place 

Wherein his children see his face. 

From earth to heaven we build a stair,— 

The name by which we call it,—prayer. 

Prayer is the gracious Father's knee; 

On tt the child climbs lovingly. 

Love's rain, the Spirit’s holy ray, 

And tears of joy are theirs who pray. 

To walk with God, to feel his kiss, 

Yea, prayer, his servants own, is this! 
—N. V. Tilak, India. 


“prophet.” And from personal knowledge 
of the man these many years I can testify 
that he has done our work great harm by 
living himself in polygamy, preaching polyg- 
amy and baptizing polygamists. 

When the epidemic of flu was raging he 
visited this mission, staying in a house in 
Bethany Town, the Christian settlement on 
the mission compound where our married 
students live with their families. There had 
been five deaths that day. I had conducted 
the five funerals and urged the people to 
turn from their sins. I felt worn out, but 
God so stirred my spirit that I went down to 
pray and reason with the old prophet. For 
he had been proclaiming all along the coast, 
in the towns where our Methodist churches 
were established : 

“Jesus Christ had twelve, disciples, and 
they were men. I shall have fourteen disci- 
ples, and they will be women. This polyg- 
amy talk is white man’s mouth. Black man 
no need to trouble his head about it.” 

With burning heart I began to talk and 
plead with the old man. I could not pray 
with him, for he would never unite with us 
in prayer. At a prayer service he would sit 
down, open his Bible, get up, walk around 
the room, go out of doors till we were 
through. So I pleaded with him and gave 
him all that was laid upon my heart. 

Before I was through Wadé Harris fell on 
the ground, caught my foot, and almost 
screamed : 

“Ror God’s sake, Williams, leave me! 
Leave me! Don’t talk to me any more!” 

I said: “Wadé, I will never open my 
mouth to you again on this subject! I have 
given you what God told me to give. It is 
now between you and your God.” 

He went away. At intervals he renewed 
his visits here. In 1925 after one of these 
visits in Bethany Town he went on to 
Newer Point where we had a church and 
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Prophet Harris. 


hundreds of children in our Sunday school. 
He called the town together and said to the 
people: 

“You can have all the women you want. I 
have just come from Williams’ mission and 
talked to them there, and all their men begin 
to take other women, and I have broken up 
the mission. .What Williams says is just 
white man’s talk: don’t hear him!” 

Then he passed on, spreading his lie wher- 
ever he went. 

It was unfortunately true that just about 
that time two of our younger men in that 
town had fallen into sin with women and 
had been dismissed from the mission. 

Our people were troubled and reported 
what the prophet was saying about the mis- 
sion, and how he was baptizing all kinds of 
men who had more than one wife. They 
asked: 

“Teacher, you no fit to stop him?” 

We answered: “Wait! God reigns.” 

There came a day when the prophet 
turned back to Cape Palmas, and in due 
course the high road led him past Nana Kru 
mission. With averted head he pursued his 
way down the road to the beach and across 


the mission lagoon. And when just outside 
Bethany Town, where he had gone out to 
spread that wicked lie, God struck him te 
the ground, paralyzed and dumb! 

Our own preachers went to his assistance, 
and half carried him into the town and inte 
one of their houses, where we nursed him. 
back to partial health. We wrote to his peo- 
ple in Cape Palmas, and we secured a boat 
to carry him the hundred miles to his home, 
but he rose up early one morning and walked | 
off, dragging his paralyzed leg and able 
only to utter a word here and there that was 
intelligible. . . Since that day he has. 
visited here, and has partly regained the use. 
of his limbs and tongue, but he tells us: 

“T can’t preach any more.” 


DOCTORING THE CHURCHES. 


Churches and the Radio. 


Roger W. Babson writes of “Churches and} 
Radio” in a recent number of the “Congre-- 
gationalist,” considering certain revolutionary; 
changes which he thinks may be brought! 
about. 

First is the gradual elimination of country: 
preaching. He foresees the possibility of in-- 
stailing dmplifying radios in rural churches, , 
furnishing sermons by great preachers. 
Naturally the local preacher’s work will be: 
radically changed. 

As a consequence he thinks that theologi-. 
cal schools should begin to place more em-- 
phasis on instruction in pastoral work, rather: 
than on preaching. The country pastor (not! 
preacher) would then count on the codpera-. 
tion of the radio, and not overlook it or try) 
to compete with it. 

Again, the radio might be counted on to} 
provide a supply during the absence or va-) 
cation of the pastor, or when the church is: 
without a pastor. | 

Changes would follow in the character of! 
the church work. More emphasis should be; 
placed on the Bible school, prayer meeting, 
and other activities. This, again, would call| 
for appropriate buildings. Mr. Babson event 
visions a uniformity in churches something} 
on the principle of chain stores. | 

The churches might be kept open more! 
than at present. Rooms could be kept heated 
and lighted all day and evening, with radio 
equipment, where people could go at any’ 
hour for quiet and worship. 
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Of course home mission work would also 
be revolutionized. The radio could be used 
to reach shut-ins and the sick, isolated homes 
and religious gatherings. 

Mr. Babson is distinctly hopeful of possi- 
ble changes, and considers that “the radio is 
destined to increase religious interest and 
church usefulness.” 


Are “Canned Sermons” Desirable? 


The revolutionary suggestion to the 
* churches that they abolish the old-fashioned 
sermon and substitute on Sunday a “canned 

‘) sermon” prepared by professional sermon 
‘) writers is made by Frederick L. Collins, who 
| has been engaged for two years in a survey 
of the present-day church situation for the 
' “Woman’s Home Companion.” During his 
study of the churches Mr. Collins has visi- 
ted 21 states, and has traveled nearly 15,000 
miles by bus in rural districts. 
| “T had never imagined such pitifully small 

congregations as I found in the country 
1) towns,” he reports. 
| Two years ago in a preliminary report of 
his observations Mr. Collins startled the 
churches by urging that a large majority of 
the present church edifices ought to be torn 
down and congregations consolidated. He 
/ now supplements this report by specific rec- 
ommendations regarding the sermons he has 
heard from more than a thousand pulpits. 

Mr. Collins alleges that there are 216,000 
sermons preached in the United States every 
Sunday morning, or about 20,000,000 differ- 
ent discourses per year, counting the after- 
noon and evening efforts. “Obviously there 
|) aren’t 216,000 people in the United States fit 
| to preach sermons,” he ventures, “and the 
result is an overwhelming number of poor 
sermons.” 

The remedy suggested to the churches is 
as follows: 

That the average minister be relieved of 
the necessity of sermon writing ; 

That the task be assigned to men and 
‘women who are conspicuously able to per- 
form it; 

That each denomination solicit and pay 
for an annual supply of the finest sermons 
that can possibly be written; 

That the number selected be sufficiently 
large to permit a wide choice of subjects 
by the local pastor ; 

That each minister select the kind of ser- 


mon that best suits the needs of his particu- 
lar congregation and deliver it on Sunday, 
either by reading it or by committing it to 
memory. 

In the long run, Mr. Collins believes that 
science will come to the rescue with a perfect 
sermon delivered in thousands of pulpits 
weekly through a combination of radio and 
television, thus combining the voice and per- 
sonality of a great preacher with the sanctity 
of the small church. But in the meantime, 
while waiting for science to perfect this 
ideal, he urges the immediate installation of 
a canned sermon, prepared centrally by each 
denomination to meet the needs of its pul- 
pits throughout the country. 

“There is no sight in America so depress- 
ing as our dying churches,” says Mr. Col- 
lins, “open on Sundays to a dwindling few, 
closed throughout the week. Inadequate 
preachers everywhere! Weary, discouraged 
old men struggling along on inadequate sala- 
ries in a profession for which they have 
shown no aptitude! Restless, rebellious 
young men, chafing under the yoke of de- 
nominational rivalry, yearning to get away 
from their unappreciated drudgery! Dis- 
illusioned men of all ages, driven by poverty, 
stung by neglect, trying to earn a decent liv- 
ing by combining preaching with farming, 
shopkeeping, real estate or insurance,—empty 
mockeries of a great calling! 

“But pitiful as the churches and preachers 
are, I found the average sermon still more 
pitiful, still more unfit to serve the Christian 
cause. Few will deny that present-day ser- 
mons are dull. The very word ‘sermon’ has 
become a synonym for dullness, the word 
‘preach’ a definition for tediousness. The 
latest dictionary defines sermon as ‘a lecture 
on conduct or duty, a homily, often in a 
depreciatory sense.’ And it defines the verb. 
preach as ‘to discourse in the manner of a 
preacher; now usually with implication of 
officiousness or tediousness.’ These are not 
the meanings which these noble words once 
had. 

“Some ministers insist on the divine right 
of preachers to be dull. They say that mod- 
ern preaching is no worse than ancient 
preaching. They insist that if our grand- 
fathers profited by dul! sermons there is no 
reason why we shouldn’t. But times have 
changed. The minister formerly spoke with 
an authority which even the most devout 
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churchgoer no longer grants to any living 
man. Before the era of the newspaper, be- 
fore knowledge was poured in from a hun- 
dred quarters, the pulpit was the school of 
the common people. 

“Some ministers say the pulpit should fall 
back on ‘preaching the gospel.’ But I notice 
everywhere that there isn’t the demand for 
gospel-preaching that there once was. The 
old-fashioned expounding of Bible texts is 
about as popular as the high-wheeled bicycle. 
The passages in the Bible that most influence 
men need precious little elucidating. They 
are the simplest-written and the plainest- 
meaning sentences in all literature. The av- 
erage minister doesn’t get far when he tries 
to improve on them.” 

The plan for using canned sermons will 
meet with widespread opposition, Mr. Collins 
admits. “But there were objections to printed 
hymnbooks,”’ he says, “from the old-fash- 
ioned ministers who preferred to ‘line out’ 
the hymns. In the end this plan will enable 
the churches to abolish the kind of sermons 
that are driving people out of the churches, 
and to substitute the kind of sermons that 
will draw them in. Church members in the 
end will rejoice to see the sermon lifted out 
of dullness and boredom.” 

The average minister, Mr. Collins finds, 
is already serving up a good deal of canned 
stuff in his sermons. He asserts that the 
lifting of whole discourses from .standard 
books of sermons is undoubtedly done on a 
considerable scale. Even where this is not 
done harassed preachers find themselves 
turning often to miscellaneous first aids to 
sermon writers, including books with such 
seductive titles as “Gems for Sermon Set- 
tings,” which supplies “original illustrations,” 
“quotable poetry,” “burnished texts” and “fo- 
cal truths.” After reading a 468-page vol- 
ume of “sermon paragraphs’ Mr. Collins 
reports: 

“T began alphabetically with ‘Beautiful 
Feet’ and stopped at ‘Physiognomical Hair- 
cutting.’ And now I know where a good 
many of those sermons came from through 
which I sat on my long trip of investigation 
from the White Mountains to the Ozarks.” 


What can be said in reference to such a 
proposal? Has Mr. Collins no conception of 
the preacher’s function as the messenger 
of a living God? Can he be ignorant of 


the heart-to-heart relation of pastor and 
people in public ministry as well as in pri-_ 
vate conference? How can he venture to. 
propose professional and mechanical agencies : 
as substitutes for the infilling and empower- 
ing of the Holy Spirit? Surely a reporter 
of his type quite missed the heart of the 
matter in his survey. Those highbrow ser- 
mons would be as barren as he says the’ 
simple ones are unless they should be fer- 
tilized by the Holy Spirit. 


SNAPSHOTS FROM INDIA. 
C. S. QUICKENDEN. 


A man was digging in his field not far'| 
from the village, and hit upon a big stone. It 
proved to be a broken idol that had become: 
buried and forgotten. Somehow or other it: 
was reported in the village that that stone’ 
rose up out of the ground of itself, and 
therefore it was a god. People began to go) 
there to worship, and it was also said that: 
sick folks who went there would be healed. , 
The special form of worship was to kneel be-» 
fore the stone, place the hands far apart: 
on the ground, and they said that the hands ‘ 
came together of themselves! 

A girl of seventeen, one of our pupils, went! 
to see and prove it for herself, and she told} 
the Biblewoman that it was all a lie. Yet: 
crowds believe and continue to go there te) 
worship, and it brings in a living to the mam) 
who discovered the stone. 

About a furlong outside another village «| 
young man was seen sitting in a field alone , 
with eyes fixed on the ground. He would! 
not look up or speak to anyone at all. The: 
news quickly spread round that he was a holy} 
man meditating upon God, that he never! 
moved nor ate anything except milk, se, 
people began to go there and to break cocoa-. 
nuts near him, which is a form of worship.| 
In some way he made it known that he did| 
not like this, nor did he want anyone to see: 
his face. So one morning they found a little! 
wall of stones laid one upon another, built} 
up in front of him; and again report said 
that he had never moved, so the wall must} 
have risen of itself. Next, a little shed was! 
put up over his head; and still he sat on for! 
over two years, until recently when he died. 
Now people from all around, even from ten 
miles distant, come there to worship, and that; 
place has also become a shrine. 


ve) 


dren become Christians if they wish to 
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Isn’t it pitiful? Since his death his sister 
has taken his place and sits there. We are 
left to draw our own conclusions as to their 
motive in this form of living. 

Seven miles north of us there lives a 
woman who is a sort of soothsayer. She gave 
out recently that on a certain day she would 
“walk through the fire,” a ceremony that is 


_ performed by some at certain festivals. The 


day came and the fire pit was made ready, 
but when she got near enough to feel the 
heat she was evidently afraid and drew back, 
saying that the god had told her that it was 
not the time for her to do it yet, she must 
wait until he made known to her the proper 
time. Strange to say, lots of people believed 
her, and they still look upon her as a holy 
woman and bring her gifts. 

Here is another side of the story! Her 
own daughter told the Biblewoman that her 
mother knew she was deceiving the people, 
but that if she gave up that sort of thing 
she would lose her means of livelihood. That 
daughter now is a pupil of our Biblewoman, 
and is taking in the truth as she learns to 
read. 

These three incidents are only common 
events, but they show how new shrines are 
constantly coming into being which draw 
crowds for a time and then die out. But in 
almost all cases that I have seen it has been 
plain to us that it was a deception on the 
part of some man or woman in order to gain 
an easy living. 

Now for one or two happy incidents! 

Three young women, studying with one 
of our Biblewomen, and a younger brother 
of one of them have been won for the Mas- 
ter and are to be baptized and join the 
church. These come from the despised out- 
caste. Their parents are still Hindus. They 
say: 

“We are too old to change, but let our chil- 

» 

We are rejoicing over four more souls 
won from darkness and superstition. 

We sent three Biblewomen for a week-end 
itineracy to a village where we have long 
wanted to establish work. There are only 
four men there who are Christians, and their 
womenfolk have never come. Our pastor 
of that district went with the Biblewomen 
for the first day, and here is a little bit of 
his report: : 

“We had a fine preparatory prayer meeting 


I hve in a little house, 
But the door can open wide: 
I live in a little house, 
But the whole round world’s outside! 
—Mary Stewart Cutting. 


last night. It was a joyful sight to notice a 
good many women take part in the worship, 
which is not the case before in that congre- 
gation.” 

Our women too were happy about the 
work, and reported that they had good meet- 
ings, and that lots of Hindu women came 
to the house to see them and hear more. 
Among these was one Saniyasi. She came 
smeared all over with the sacred ashes, and 
had round her neck the special token of a 
devotee of Siva. She listened and believed, 
and, as is not often the case, at once showed 
it by rubbing off all the ashes. She then 
took from her neck the sacred bead on its 
little silver wire, and gave it to the Bible- 
women saying: 

“V’ll not want that again”! 

We have that token of one more soul 
brought to the light. Will you pray that 
many more will follow? 


CURRENT THOUGHT. 


Since Rome declared itself infallible it 
ceased to be a teacher: it became a system 
of discipline—Prof. Adam Welch. 


My own deepest belief is in the Lord 
Jesus Christ. I believe his teachings em- 
body the highest ideals ever given to man, 
and have been the most powerful influence 
the world has known.—Sir J. Kynaston 
Studd, Lord Mayor of London. 


It should be a point of honor to quote 
Scripture correctly and with its legitimate 
association. Chrysostom is said to have so 
memorized it as to repeat any part at his 
pleasure. No wonder he was called “Golden- 
Mouthed.”—Dr. Wallace Radcliffe. 


“Israel does not know!” So long as 
the Jewish people are content to rest in the 
shadows of the lamp, and continue to wander 
knocking at the courts of Europe, hat in 
hand, begging and looking to the world’s 
politicians and the nations of the earth to 
secure for them a resting place, so long will 
the land be small, its boundaries narrow, 
and its burdens untold. The Israelites under 
Joshua, even under Nehemiah, did not go 
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about interviewing politicians and philan- 
thropists to secure their land for them: they 
took it by God’s permission. The boundary 
given by Jehovah is from the great river 
of Egypt to the great river Euphrates. “Ye 
have been sold for naught, and ye will be 
redeemed without a price!” No nation or 
power can possibly limit Jehovah’s free gift, 
or alter his plan. 

Everything depends on Israel’s spiritual 
condition and on her relationship to God. 
Here is the answer to all, especially to God’s 
loyal people, for we are only anxious to 
speak of such as love the Lord and wait for 
his appearing. As soon as we have a right 
appreciation of Israel’s spiritual condition, 
we shall be able to comprehend and read 
the signs of the times correctly.—Rev. S. B. 
Rohold. 


The mass of human beings will never 
be satisfied with paganism, and when they 
call for leadership out of that dreary im- 
passe they will call to Christianity, and to 
nothing else. They will call for Christian 
leadership because Christianity alone has an 
adequate doctrine of personality. 

The aim of Christianity is to exalt and 
uplift personality to its highest conceivable 
level, and the method of Christianity is to 
show by examples the capacity of human 
personality, in contact with the Spirit of 
Christ, to rise to that level. To accept the 
Christian view of personality is to institute 
the one unshakable sanction for right living 
and a right ordering of society. 

_ Christianity is not an economic theory, but 

it is the only religion which demands that 
economic conditions shall be shaped in con- 
formity with the divine right of personal- 
ity. Christianity is not, perhaps, even to be 
identified with a particular form of sex mo- 
rality, but it is the only religion which pierces 
to the heart of the sex problem by regard- 
ing all men and all women as spiritual be- 
ings whose rights must be guarded at all 
costs against sacrilegious invasion—Ernest 


H. Jeffs. 


Anyone who knows the difficulties in 
obtaining potable bootleg liquor and the price 
demanded for it will not greatly worry over 
any of the sensational stories of drinking 
youth. How do they finance any really seri- 
ous drinking? How could they meet the 
high overhead demanded by one real drink- 
ing bout today? There was a time when 


beer nights at the colleges and universities 
caused many headaches and dulled minds the 


following morning. One could get a head- 
ache then even on the meager budget of a ' 
college boy. Headaches could be bought as ° 


low as twenty-five or fifty cents per head, 


but now even one hip flask full of headache © 


juice will probably absorb more than the 
total amount of the spare money in the aver- 
age student’s monthly allowance. It simply 
can’t be done as a steady habit. 

Let none worry greatly about our rising 
generations! They are sound. Their records 
in athletics, in scholastics, in fact, in all the 


manifold activities which engage their earnest — 


ambition, prove that soundness——Ernest H. 
Cherrington. 


The idea of curing human maladies by 
law is as old as the hills. It has been tried 
with regard to most weaknesses and some 
diseases. Time was when men undertook to 


rid themselves of leprosy by statute, when 


they gave the victims of that dread affliction 


gray gowns and bells so that they could be 


avoided and shunned by every one. 
Though a heroic measure, it did not work. 


All it accomplished was to fill the forests and | 
other uninhabited regions with pestilence. ° 


Not until men learned to be charitable, clean, 


and scientific did they make headway against | 


leprosy. — 
Kindness and study have enabled us to do 
more in the last half century than our fore- 


fathers did in the 2000 years of harshness and 


persecution. 

Eight lepers have just been released from 
the government hospital at Carville, La., as 
apparently cured: which sounds startiing in 
view of what we were taught up to twenty- 
five or even five years ago. 

Courageous doctors, patient chemists, and 


above all else the humanitarian attitude that | 


was willing to give them the right kind of 
support, have won the battle—“Asbury Park 
Evening Press.” 


Having had the opportunity of crossing 
Africa several times along the borderlands of 
Islam the writer would venture to state that 
there is no problem in the evangelization of 
Africa at the present time comparable to that 
of forestalling the advent of Islam among 
the pagan tribes of this five-thousand-mile 
march. 

It is the problem of a thousand tribes, 


hence its difficulty for the Christian pioneer. 


Between those tribes that are recognized as 
Moslem to the North and the pagan tribes 
to the South which are beyond this danger 
today there lie a thousand tribes that are 
more or less under the influence of this Mos- 
lem menace. This Babel of tongues presents 
no formidable difficulty to the emissary 
‘| of Mohammed. Genuflexions, reiterated 
prayers, clothing and cornradeship, do not de- 
‘| pend on the reduction of a pagan language to 
writing and a measure of education that shall 
prepare the way for the Word of God. The 
_ Christian missionary must face all this if he 
is to reach the people. It is a task of sur- 
') passing magnitude, requiring careful strat- 
‘) egy, linguistic ability, and a definite measure 
of Christian enthusiasm. 

While Islam presents this solid mass across 
the entire continent, the present locations of 
Christian missions on this line are few and 
far between, and lack that codrdination be- 
tween the various societies that should make 
for the most effective use of the slender 
force available—W. J. W. Roome. 


Arabia’s Greatest Need Today. 


_. Writing in the “Student Volunteer Move- 
ment Bulletin’ Dr. Paul W. Harrison de- 
scribes a visit to Kateef, East Arabia: 

“Everything except the affairs of the king- 
-) dom of God seems to be moving fast. We 
"| did not go on this trip in a sailboat. We went 
in a motor launch, and took our hospital 
Ford so we might work two towns in one 
trip. There is now a regular launch service 
‘) between Bahrain and Kateef, and a company 
“| is being formed to connect the different 
towns for thirty miles up and down the coast 
') by means of an automobile taxi service. Ibn 
| Saoud moves between Riadh and Mecca in 
motors, covering in two days what used to 
require as many weeks. A fleet of perhaps 
a thousand autos carries pilgrims between 
Jiddah and Mecca. Men are beginning to 
agitate for modern schools in Hassa. Surely 
i) this is the time to preach the gospel to the 

| Arabs! The idols that sit on the thrones of 
their souls are changing, changing more pro- 
foundly and more rapidly than is easily real- 
ized. 

“There is nothing difficult to understand 
|| in this situation for the pastor or layman 
| who is burning himself out for Christ at 
| home. The Arabs are bound by the same 
|) sins that bind men the world over. Pride 


Arabia’s Greatest Need Today. 
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shuts God out of their lives just as it does in 
America. Indeed, the sins of Arabia are 
coming to wear the same clothes as at home, 
and even to use the same vocabulary. But 
there is this difference,the impact of 
prayer sufficient to break men away from 
their environment and set their feet in the 
path of salvation must come from ten thou- 
sand miles away. The Arabian Mission 
needs money. We need better missionaries 
even more. But neither of these is our deep- 
est need. We need an outpouring of God’s 
miraculous power. Nothing else will set men 
free in Arabia. The Arabs are interested in 
education at last, and governments are pro- 
viding it. They are interested in every 
Western luxury and convenience, and their 
merchants are providing them. But what 
they need is eternal life! Only Christ can 
provide that, and he only through us.” 


The Long and Short of It. 


I was wondering about long meetings. 

Our minister ran overtime at church today 

Five minutes. 

He preached 28 minutes, 

And that made one hour and five minutes’ 
service: 

Which is too much, 

So some people say. 

And if our preacher doesn’t watch out, 

They’ll be handing him his hat and asking 
him what’s his hurry, 

Because one hour and five minutes in 
church is such an outrageous long time! 

I was wondering 

How those folks stood it to sit three hours 
at the theater, 

And two hours and a half at the movies; 

And I never heard of a dance only one 
hour long, 

Or a sixty-minute card party. 

People seem to want to get their money’s 
worth 

When they go to shows and things. 

Well, perhaps that’s why they want only 
an hour at church,— 

That’s all they’ve paid for! 

I never thought of that. 


—From a church calendar. 


“Playing solos on a cash register” is the 
favorite musical diversion of a noted author 
as recorded in the English “Who’s Who?” 


Christianity Regarded as a Fragrance. 
Rey. Fred Smith, Newton, Kansas. 


In these controversial days it is an easy 
thing to come to the conception that reli- 
gion is altogether describable in terms of 
conflict. While it cannot be too readily 
granted that the good life involves that, it is 
well to remember that religion as Christ re- 
vealed it is more inclusive than that. If on 
the one hand it’ is a fight, on the other it is 
also a fellowship. From this point of view 
we find Christianity definable in terms of 
fragrance. 


The end of religion is not to argue about 
God but to arrive at God. I have met not 
a few whose religious life could be more 
easily explained in terms of pugnacity than 
of purity. Controversy is to them meat and 
drink. For them it is a matter recorded in 
a book that “godliness with contentment is 
great gain,” but it is for them not a matter 
of personal realization. No doubt they 
looked for contentment, but behold, they 
have found contentions! To borrow a 
thought from Agnes Repplier, the religious 
life for them is not so much “a blithe ac- 
ceptance of faith” as it is the living of a life 
of “perpetual challenge.” They are not 
only argumentative: they become acrimoni- 
ous. Good for them would it be if the 
power of discussion were the measure of 
their divineness! Browning is for them the 
voice of religion itself when he declaims: 

“T was ever a fighter,—so one fight 
more!” 


Then there are those who, thinking not so 
much in terms of syllogistic debate, think 
chiefly in terms of the devil. Their religion 
is one continuous facing of “the world, the 
flesh, and the devil.” They are in a war 
from which there is no release. They are 
mighty to the pulling down of the strong- 
holds of Satan. These are they of the set 
face, not the smiling face. Like the war- 
horse mentioned in Job they smell the bat- 
‘tle afar. But among the fighters I have 
noticed that some find life a fearful fight. 
Forever afraid that they will “go to pieces,” 
they never achieve that peace which the 
world can neither give nor take away. 
They do not belong to that tribe of Chris- 
tians whom Clinton Scollard describes as 
“They of the singing heart.” They have 


not so much as heard that there can be a4. 
“blithe acceptance of faith.” 

More probably they have been warned in 
our time against the blind acceptance of | 
faith. We must prove all things by logic. | 
But perhaps we might find it possible to’ 
realize all things in love. The quest for 
truth is better than the gift of the truth. 
Every man of virility will see to it that he 
cut his own creed according to his own 
convictions. Other things being equal, this . 
is good. But it has been known to make 
some people chesty rather than Christian. 
Their Christianity is a boast, not a blessing; 
an argument, not an aroma. 


I would here speak a good word with re- 
spect to the possibility of regarding Chris- 
tianity as a fragrance. A religion which is 
only a fight, whether it be mental or moral, ' 
is not a coronated religion. The prayers of 
the saints come up as incense before God. ' 
When I was a lad we used to sing a hymn 
in which occurred the phrase, “Incense of. 
lowliness.” Religion could be a fragrance as : 
well as a fight. Strange that a lad should 
remember that! 

As one who speaks an alien tongue I 
make mention of the rosary. Yet even to 
speak that word is to think of religion as a 
fragrance. It is redolent of roses. Religion 
may mean an argument: it should be an 
aroma. Keen was the discernment of those 
who spoke of Christ as the rose of Sharon 
and the lily of the valley. He had given 
them a fragrance as well as a faith. Reli- 
gion is atmosphere as well as activity; en- 
vironment as well as energy. | 

Across America there is a slogan known 
to every lover. It is: “Say it with flowers!” | 
There are those of us who might see therein 
a parable of transferable worth for Chris- 
tianity. It may be that we have too easily 
capitulated to the idea that the world shall 
become the kingdom of our Lord through 
fighting. Victory is thought of in terms of 
aggressive force. Yet I have known a fra- 
grance to penetrate where a force could not 
be applied. Argument sometimes quickens 
only antagonism. Instead of increasing re- 
ligion we increase resistance. It might have 
been better to manifest religion as a fra- 
grance. 


') effective as a shout. 


| effect of it is unforgetable. 


I know what aggressive progressives will 
say to this. They will say that not so are 
| the strongholds of sin to be destroyed. Per- 
haps not. Yet I have read a story of a cer- 
tain city whose walls fell down flat at a 
' shout. And a scent may be found to be as 
But it might also be 
well to further remind ourselves that it is 


') the soul of the sinner we are after rather 
‘) than the 


‘| thought of disparagement it is well to re- 


stronghold of sin. With no 
member that it is easier to be a strong pro- 
| hibitionist than to be a sweet-smelling savor 
for God. The stronghold may be destroyed, 
but the sinner may be tempted to lawless- 
| ness. Wherefore it is for the Christian to 


These all died in faith. Hebrews 11. 13. 


That is one of the most heroic illustrations 
| of faith in the New Testament ! 

As we read these words we are apt to miss 
‘| the full significance of them. We picture to 
| ourselves perhaps a deathbed scene such as 
_ we have read about or maybe witnessed when 
|) some one passed into the unseen with a cheer. 
|) I£ we have ever had such an experience the 
It has the 
| power more than anything else to make the 
,) unseen luminous and real. It takes us at a 
| bound into a world of thought and feeling 
where all the arguments against immortal- 
ity seem merely trifling. A member of my 
congregation bade me farewell on this last 
journey, and as he looked into the dark he 
said to me: 

“Don’t say I died! Say I have passed on!” 
; That is how he wanted us to think of him. 
|} And there are many of us, I dare say, who 
» can think at this moment of one and another 
' who thus met the unseen with courage and 
assurance. These died in faith! 

But it is not merely of the triumphant act 
of dying that this writer is thinking. There 
is more in the words than that. Faith is a 
word that has many meanings in the New 
‘| Testament. There are many strands in this 
) rope that binds men to God. 

There is the insight, for instance, by which 
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make of his religion a lure that shall be the 
fructifying agency of a deeper loyalty. 

Some one has said that Christianity is the 
substitution of one intoxication for another. 
The evidence for this may be found in the 
writings of one named Paul. In this day 
when all men claim to be psychologists we 
hear much of personality. But the Chris- 
tian life, well lived, makes of us more than 
a personality. It molds us over into a poem, 
“Ye are God’s poems,” cries the exultant 
apostle, God’s husbandry, God’s flowers, his 
fragrance. It is not enough to make the 
world sinless: we must make it sweet. 
Christianity owes much to those who re- 
member that there is an ambrosia of truth 
as well as an argument for it. 


Aspects of Faith in Hebrews Eleven. 
IV. The Loyalty of Faith. 
Rev. James Reid of Eastbourne, England. 


we pierce below the surface of the seen 
and temporal to believe in spiritual values 
which are eternal. That is one strand. 

There is the trust in God, the response to 
that in God which by the spiritual eye we 
have seen to be true and real. 

But with these elements there is always 
another. There is what we call loyalty, loy- 
alty. to some promise, some hope, some far- 
off interest of tears which is some day to 
come and be realized but which as yet has 
no apparent foundations on the earth. It is 
the hope of what we have learned with Jesus 
to call the coming of the kingdom of God 
which will be realized in a new Europe, for 
instance, or a new China, or a new Africa, 
cleansed from materialism and _ selfishness 
and superstition and seated at the feet of 
Christ. Real faith has always in it this 
loyalty, this grim unshakable belief in God’s 
great future to which it will hold on through 
everything. 

Now New Testament faith has always this 
element. Faith where it is real always means 
this power to hold on in face of all the dis- 
turbing and disappointing facts. It stands 
amid a world that denies it and all it stands 
for, holding at bay all the doubts and the 
arguments. 

Its characteristic word is “Nevertheless.” 

You remember the story of the disciples 
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on the lake shore after a night of fruitless 
fishing. They had tried all their best art, 
but in vain. And Jesus came to them and 
said to them simply: 

“Try again! Launch out into the deep!’ 

They looked at him for a moment in per- 
plexity. They had toiled all night. It was 
against all their experience, it was against 
all the rules of the fisherman’s craft to do 
as he said. And Peter saw that, but he went 
on: 

“Master,” he said, “we have toiled all the 
night and caught nothing. Nevertheless at 
thy word we will let down the net!” 

That was the sheer loyalty of faith. 

Or again, there was Nehemiah working 
with a few half-starved men to rebuild the 
wall of Jerusalem. Things were against 
him. The desert had made sad inroads on 
the ruined city. The country around was 
full of enemies who came and jeered at the 
whole enterprise. 

“Fancy your imagining that you can carry 
this thing through, or that God is on your 
side!” 

“Nevertheless,” says Nehemiah in his 
reminiscences, “we made our prayer unto 
God.” 

That was the loyalty of faith. 

Now take the case in point! Is it not just 
this which the writer is trying to make clear 
when he says: “These all died in the faith’ ? 
What were they out for? They were out 
for some promise to be fulfilled, some victory 
of God in which his way would triumph and 
his reign would be set up. It was some 
dream of a better world, a spiritual country 
which would be discovered and realized. And 
day after day they held on their way be- 
lieving in it. One day might pass, but 
tomorrow it would dawn. 

At first it was easy to hold this faith. It 
is always easy when we are young to believe 
that our fine dreams will come true. I re- 
member in my young days the slogan of the 
Student Volunteer Movement was “The 
Evangelization of the World in This Gen- 
eration.” When we are young it is easy 
and natural to hold that kind of daring 
dream. But as the years go on and nothing 
happens, and maybe things seem to get worse 
and worse, it is not so easy to be loyal. 

So it was with these men. As the years 
went by and nothing happened, faith became 
difficult. With lesser men it would have 


oozed away. Then as they saw the end of 

life approaching and the land in which they. 
believed as far off as ever, and this mate-, 
rial world with all its evil began to close in . 
about them and assert its power, and ali 
the pulses of their being began to beat slow 
and yet nothing happened, it took something | 
heroic to go on believing and hoping with | 
unshakable confidence. But they did it! 
They just held on. They stuck it out to the 

bitter end, and even when death closed on 

them with never a sign of any flaming of 

God’s advent feet they held on. That is 

what the writer means when he says: 

“These all died in faith.” 

Now, it is this quality of faith and the | 
need for it in our lives of which I want to. 
speak this morning. It is the faith which 
is able to stand up against all defeats and 
disappointments and despairs, and having 
done all to stand. 


Neep oF Tuis Loyatty. 


There are moments in life when we all: 
need it. There is a temptation which meets 
us all again and again, the temptation to go. 
back, to give up, to let go. : 

That is not a modern temptation. Ne 
temptation ever is. It comes to everyone in | 
the hour when faith has lost its first bright © 
impulse. This letter to the Hebrews was 
written to people in that condition, that they 
might guard against it. If you read it you 
will find that it is just a series of variations 
on this one theme, that men should bear up 
and keep going on, and not become wearied 
and faint in their minds, which is always 
the first place where we are attacked by 
faintness. And this chapter from which the 
text is taken is really an attempt to marsha! | 
the unseen hosts of the faithful and set them | 
on the field to rally the waverers. 

“Consider Abraham,” he says, “consider 
Enoch, consider Jesus, who endured all the | 
contradictions of sinners against himself, | 
lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds!” | 

We often hear it said that these are diffi- | 
cult days for religion. It is. a question | 
whether there has ever been a day when faith | 
has been easy, when it could afford to do 
without this blind heroic quality. | 

“The present crisis in religion,” says Dr. 
L. P. Jacks, “so extensively exploited in | 
these days as though it were peculiar to. 
them, is never absent from the pages of the 
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Bible. If we say that religion is the valiant 
facing of a crisis which has its perennial root 
in human life and will never be absent so 
long as man is man, we shall be defining 
religion in the Bible spirit.” 

‘Most of the doubts and arguments against 
faith are not new, however they may be 
dressed up in modern journalistic terms. 
They are just the ghosts of old enemies of 
the faith which masquerade today as a new 
discovery. Many of our doubts and argu- 
ments against faith are what Conrad calls 
the disguised servants of our prejudices. 
Deep down religion just means the inner 
choice of the way in which you mean to live 
and the way in which you mean to read the 
riddle of the world and mean, in spite of all 
appearances to the contrary, to go on living 
and thinking. And the result is that the one 
way in which in the last resort you can meet 
these threatenings is to hold on and to stand 
still and with the last threat of the world 
ringing in your ears to die in faith. 

Now it is this heroic quality, this sheer 
loyalty, that we need as much as anything 
today. Our worst enemies are not intellec- 
tual arguments against the faith. They are 
deeper, more subtle, more elusive. 

There is the common idea, accepted by 
“many people because it is the easiest thing 
to do, that the day of religion is over. A 
friend was asking me the other day if I had 
noticed how often some of our best writers 
in literature take it for granted that Christi- 
anity is done for, that it is negligible. A 
writer recently stated in a kind of aside that 
Christjanity only survived as an ecclesiasti- 
cal cult at home and a Western superstition 
abroad. When some people read a thing 
like that it is far more deadly than a definite 
argument. 

Or again, we get wearied and discouraged 
with the slow movement of Christian prog- 
ress. The truth is, of course, we do not 
take long enough views. 

Or we get to counting heads, and take it 
for granted that minorities are always wrong, 
which is the opposite of the case in re- 
ligion. Jesus Christ in his day was a mi- 
nority of one. 

Or we see no visible results, or maybe 
nothing but a crop of failures, and if one 
or two ears of grain begin to show them- 
selves they are at once swallowed up in a 
great desert. And so bit by bit a kind of 


lassitude creeps over the spirit, and we begin 
to wonder if Christianity is worthwhile and 
if it is true. And then perhaps we drop out 
of our work, or give up trying, or sink into 
the easy way, and then when conscience puts 
in a word we begin to develop the kind of 
philosophy which makes it possible to live 
at ease. 

Now there is only one way to meet all 
this,—it is by the sheer loyalty of faith, the 
grip that at these difficult moments just holds 
on and lives on and works on: an obstinacy 
if you like, an endurance to contend for a 
thing not seen with the eyes. Have we got 
this power to stand? 

A few years ago there died out in Africa 
one of the heroes of the modern mission- 
ary world, Dan Crawford. Only once in 
forty years had he been home. Some of us 
must have read his notable book “Thinking 
Black.” I had a message from him. It was 
a personal message. It was pinned on to a 
circular letter giving a series of thumbnail 
sketches of his work. ‘More than Conquer- 
ers” was the theme, and the last paragraph 
runs thus: 

“Today with sad and sinking hearts we 
saw our last five remaining helpers sail into 
the North on a sea of glass. Malaria had 
eaten into their bodies, so off they must go, 
and we old gray ones must choke down a sob 
and carry on. Yes, once again we must 
grimly face the old African problem of how 
to put a quart into a pint bottle. As they 
sailed away memory was busy, and so was 
conjecture. Conjecture of what? Just this, 
that so soon as a doctor sails away from the 
mission station sick folk shower down on 
us. And so the sick remain to doctor the 
sick, like a hospital run by its own patients.” 

And he signs it: “Loyally yours, Dan 
Crawford.” 

How a picture like that searches us, re- 
bukes us, braces us! The 11th of Hebrews 
is a chapter that is never finished, and never 
will be finished. These all died in faith! 


Wuy Tuey Stoop. 


Now what kept these people going on in 
the difficult moment? If you had asked them, 
they would have said it was just God: just 
the thought of God’s hold on them, not their 
hold on God. If a man in faith is ready to 
stand with his back to the wall he will find 
that that wall, that final obstinacy which 
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holds him true against all doubts and argu- 
ments and threatenings, is just God. But 
there are two definite things which we can 
say of them. 

One is that they stood because they had 
gone too far to retreat. They had com- 
mitted themselves too deeply for any draw- 
ing back. © 

In other words, the question of faith was 
not an academic question which they had to 
answer, but whose answer would make no 
real difference to their life. It was a way of 
life and service to which they had commit- 
ted themselves in such a manner that if they 
had gone back on their faith all their life 
would have tumbled into ruins. They had 
staked themselves on the thing they believed. 
And that is a tremendous safeguard of faith! 

There is a force called momentum in the 
physical world. You set a wheel going and 
it will go on as it were by momentum, by 
the power of movement which came from 
the first warm, living impulse of faith when 
we saw for one moment what was right and 
stepped out on it. 

It is a sad thing for a man who has never 
launched himself into the Christian way and 
the Christian life with enough force and 
commitment for it to carry him on past these 
dead centers of depression and despair and 
weariness that come to us all. There is 
nothing that can keep us going on in diffi- 
cult moments like a committed life, a life 
which has gathered to itself all kinds of 
duties and service, and made people depend 
on us and trust us so that if we fail the 
breakdown is going to be something which 
we cannot bear to think of. 

They had committed themselves, these 
people, and they had the right to hope for 
the promise. They had been sowing the 
seed, and they had won the right to believe 
in the harvest. That was another reason. 

They were like a farmer through weary 
weeks of waiting for the seed to show itself. 
He goes on serenely, for he knows that the 
seed is there. That is the root of a real op- 
timism. 

We sometimes hear people speaking of the 
time ahead when their ships will come home. 
There is an optimism in us all which dreams 
of better days. But there is this question, 
have we a right to that optimism? Have 
we sent any ships out to sea? Have we 
ventured anything? Have we risked any- 


thing for the kingdom? Have we sown any 
seed which will merit a harvest and will 
help to produce it? If we have, then we 
have the roots of a real optimism. For there 
is a voice in the soul which comforts us. 

But they had a bigger confidence at heart 
than that. They had a big outlook! They 
looked out on life on the scale of eternity. 
They had a vision of the plans and purposes 
of God. They saw what would take time 
to accomplish. They had no belief in any 
facile millennium that could be achieved by 
force or magic, and that would not be worth- 
while if it could. 

How much of our faithlessness comes of 
taking shallow views of God’s purposes with 
us, what he means to make of us and how 
long it will take him to do it. 

That outlook was Livingstone’s comfort 
amid failure. “You can turn a wolf into a 
sheep dog inside one generation,’ he said, 
“you cannot turn Africa into a paradise in- 
side a century!” 

The fact is, this kingdom of God in which 
we believe is something which is never in 
its reality and fulness going to be achieved 
on this earth and in this world. It belongs 
to the ages, and it comes into being where 
time and space shall be no more. We have 
got to begin to take long views if we are 
going to think deep and build strong. Earth 
is but a stage. The seed we sow, the 
prayers we lift to God, the lives we lay down, 
have a whole eternity in which to come to 
fruit and blossom. Earth is but a stage, and 
we are passing through, passing on. That is 
the outlook of faith, and the defeats and 
failures and discouragements that come with 
faith can be disregarded as we disregard the 
blunders and failures of a Milton who is 
learning the alphabet or of a Mozart who is 
practising his first scales on the piano. 

These all died in faith, not having received 
the promises, but have seen them afar off 
and embraced them and confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 
Wherefore God is not ashamed of them to 
be called their God, for he hath prepared for 
them a city! 


(Series to be continued.) 


The Record of Christian Work is a won- 
derful periodical, so high class in every 
respect. Really worth five dollars a year 
at the least estimate, it seems to me!— 
David A. McClung, Farmingdale, Ill. 


if The Mind of the Master: 
III. About Salvation: Who Can Be Saved? 
Rey. Paul Scherer, D. D., New York City. 


Who then can be saved? Matthew 19: 25. 


The apostles were dismayed at what they 
had seen. The young man who had come 
running to Jesus seems to have been the 
chief official in one of the local synagogues. 
He was recommended by his wealth, his re- 
ligious zeal and his upright character. He 
had been drawn to Jesus because he had rec- 
ognized in the Master those qualities of life 
which had already won his allegiance. 

With that impulsiveness which character- 
izes all frank and genuine natures he had 
knelt down at the Saviour’s feet and asked 
his question: 

“What shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 

And Christ had told him to keep the com- 
mandments. But that was not enough. 

“These have I kept from my youth up”: 
and he said it in all sincerity. “What lack 
I yet?” 

There was still something wrong. He 
knew in his own soul that there was still 
something wrong. Then Jesus put his finger 
on it. He always strikes the sore spot sooner 
or later. 

“Go and sell what thou hast and give to the 
poor: and come and follow me!” 

But when the young man heard that say- 
ing he went away sorrowful: for he had 
great possessions. The test was too severe. 
Everybody that heard it must have thought 
so. And the Saviour’s comment seemed only 
to add to the difficulty : 

“Verily I say unto you, It is easier for a 
camel to go through the eye of a needle than 
for a rich man to enter into the kingdom-of 
God !” 

It was upsetting. Here was a clear case. 
Here was a man whose impulses were excep- 
tionally good. His motives were all of the 
best. The conduct of his life was beyond 
the reach of criticism. He was not only a 
churchman, but he held high office in the 
church. And Christ says it isn’t a clear case 
at all! It is next to impossible! No wonder 
the disciples looked at one another in blank 
amazement : 

“Who then can be saved?” 

Suppose we address ourselves to that ques- 
tion this morning! Jesus didn’t answer it at 


all except by saying that what is impossible 
with men is always possible with God. He 
left them to come to their own conclusions. 
We are still under the same necessity. 

The first thing we have to find out if we 
are interested is just what Jesus meant by 
salvation. 


Wuat Dw Jesus Mean By SALvaATION? 


It is clear his idea of it was not the idea 
that other people had. 

The Jews thought of it as a kind of racial 
prerogative, a sort of divine right vested in 
the seed of Abraham. As far as Christ 
was concerned that meant little. In the last 
analysis it made no fundamental difference 
who you were. That was one of the points 
on which he outraged the current tradition. 

And it made no difference how strict a 
religionist you might happen to be. It wasn’t 
a question of the careful observance of a 
ritual. You could make your life perfectly 
miserable with rules and regulations for 
being holy: it was no guarantee. Salvation 
went deeper than that. 

It wasn’t even a matter of living what the 
average run of folk would call the right kind 
of life. Matthew Arnold in his “Literature 
and Dogma” defines religion as morality plus 
emotion. I do not believe that that would 
have satisfied Jesus at all. He didn’t have 
much use for what the world called moral- 
ity. Its standards were entirely too human 
to suit him. Let us try to remember that! 
Some of us never seem to get beyond the 
point of identifying Christianity with such 
qualities as honesty and purity and unselfish- 
ness. If we have been this kind of person 
and not another, we think we have caught 
the Saviour’s meaning. Salvation goes 
deeper than that. 

Perhaps if we just keep on saying what 
it is not we shall come in a moment to what 
it is! 

Jesus did not think of it primarily as an 
escape from the wrath of God. He did not 
talk much about the wrath of God: it was 
the love of God he dwelt on. Maeterlinck 
makes one of his characters say in “Pelleas 


‘and Melisande” : 
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“Tf I were God I should pity men!” 

It was that kind of God that Jesus re- 
vealed. Being saved didn’t mean being res- 
cued from his anger. And it didn’t mean sim- 
ply being taken out of the world at death and 
transferred to a bright and shining country 
called heaven. Salvation was something more 
than a passing from one environment to an- 
other. That would have been easy enough. 

Nor had salvation anything to do with 
making people safe, or keeping them out of 
danger. When the apostles were sent out 
they were distinctly warned of the hazards. 
They would find themselves right in the thick 
of peril. Salvation meant something else. 
It went deeper than that. 

It was not so much a reward as it was a 
result. It was a condition of the soul spring- 
ing out of a certain relationship with God. 
It was a new life, the eternal issue of a new 
heart. When Jesus spoke of it he called it 
entrance into the kingdom. When he de- 
scribed the people that had entered he said 
they were childlike. They had the simple 
unaffected faith of childhood,—not that they 
were gullible, but that they had learned to 
know God as utterly worthy of their trust. 
They had the genuine affections of child- 
hood, its warmth, it eagerness, its hope. 
All this came of getting a new center for 
their lives. It came of being drawn out of 
themselves by the magnetic power of a great 
love,—not their love for God, but God’s ten- 
der, patient, seeking love for them. It had 
got hold of them, and they had yielded to it. 
They had begun to live for God. 

That was the trouble with this rich young 
ruler. His life with all its goodness was still 
headed in. It would have been a better 
life, more hopeful even without its goodness, 
if it had only been headed up and out. And 
so I think if we want to put in a word what 
salvation meant to Jesus we shall have to say 
that it meant LOSING YOURSELF IN Gop. 

There, then, you have the answer to your 
question, “Who shall be saved?”—or as the 
apostles put it with a keener sense of its 
difficulty, “Who can be saved?” He is saved 
and he is saved already whose heart is fixed 
on God as revealed in Christ Jesus. 

It is simply a question of where your life 
is centered. Christ came to change that cen- 
ter. 

It seems to me that from this angle we can 
get a little bit of added light on the death 
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of Jesus. We may not know just what is 
meant by atonement, by a vicarious sacrifice, 
by the suffering which was for us and in our 
place. But if you have ever tried to change 
the center of a selfish life you will find the 
mystery of the cross a shade clearer. 

I have in mind a man who attempted to 
win over an enemy. He made one approach 
of kindness after another, and nothing hap- 
pened. He was met by a spirit that had too 
much of its own baggage in front of the 
door,—it couldn’t see around itself. It was 
not easy to make those adventures of love. 
It cost something. Every rebuff hurt. At 
last there came an answer, an open insult 
that cut like a slap in the face. It was a 
fleeting shadow of the cross. 

May we not say in a real sense that the 
man who wanted to be a friend suffered for 
that stubborn soul? He took upon himself 
a little of the pain that would come some day 
into that soul’s life because of its stubborn- 
ness and its selfishness. He paid a part of 
the price that was due for another’s sin. It 
was a feeble step toward one kind of atone- 
ment. 

Jesus spent a selfless life in the midst of an 
almost incurably selfish world. He assumed 
in his own flesh the hurt that that selfishness 
was bound sooner or later to bring upon it- 
self unless it could be checked. He set his 
love in its way to save it. He tried to shake 
it loose by an undiscouraged tenderness. He 
gave his life to break it up. There was no 
other way to change life’s center and form it 
in God. 


Tue RELIGION oF A Cross. 


That brings me to where I want to linger 
for a moment: it brings me to Calvary. 
“There they crucified him and the malefac- 
tors, one on the right hand and the other 
on the left.” It is the cross of Christ with 
the crosses of sin for a background! It 
seems to me there runs the whole gamut of 
life. The age-old drama has been played 
out between them. Redemption is the story 
of a cross standing out against a field of 
crosses. When you think of it, it is always 
a hammer and nails for the wrong in the end. 
And it is always in the end a hammer and 
nails for every bit of saviorhood that is 
abroad in the world! 

It is highly significant that Christianity 
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is the religion of a cross at all. There is no 
other such religion. We are told that when 
it was being introduced into the Roman em- 
pire an old Roman said: 

“This system cannot stand because it is 
} founded upon a cross, upon the death of its 
) own leader, upon a catastrophe. It cannot 
stand!” 

Strangely enough that is just why it does 
stand,—because it didn’t come out of a study, 
like philosophy, like New Thought,—nor 
out of a wilderness, like so many of the reli- 


gions of the East which lack transforming: 


power,—but down from across. A life that 
multitudes ever since have felt was the life 
of God was willing to stretch itself out with 
} its burning heart for the good that death 
could do. It was the only road that was 
open for salvation to travel! i 

And let me say this: Until this religion of 
ours becomes again the religion of a cross, 
until once more it becomes the religion of 
blood-red devotion, it will go without its 
power. God’s way is still the only way. The 
evil that is in the world brings up on Cal- 
vary. Every soul faring forth to help re- 
deem it must bring up there too, assuming 
the hurt as its own. 

The trouble with most of us is that when 
it comes to religion we find it easy enough 
to get hot heads, but extremely difficult to 
get hot hearts. As somebody well said, we 
get our temperature in the wrong place. 
There is too little about our Christianity to 
remind people of its origin,—too little that 
even faintly resembles a cross except the 
brass that’s on our altar and the decoration 
that’s on the top of our steeples. The cross 
has become too much of an adjunct to Chris- 
tian art and too rarely a seal on the Chris- 
tian’s life. 

I read one day of a sermon preached in one 
of our city pulpits on the meaning of Lent. 
Lent was said to be a season in which all 
Christians should “apologize to God.” That 
phrase is so typical of some of our 20th cen- 
tury religion that I think it must be accurate. 
It is the religion of a five o’clock tea. “Apolo- 
gize to God”! What finesse, what form, 
what delicacy! “Out of the depths have 
I cried unto thee, O Lord! Lord, hear 
my voice!” How boisterous and crude! 
What lack of restraint! “Apologize to 
God” and be a gentleman! Repentance 
turned into apology! Sacrifice turned into 


self-complacency, the cross turned into 
a trinket to keep the memory of it from 
vanishing off the face of the earth! 

You can’t reclaim anything with a trinket! 
What the whole world is waiting for today 
is that which somebody has called “the re- 
ligion of the burning heart.” 

All that’s great in literature has come out 
of hearts that have been set on fire and lives 
familiar with the cross. They say that Rob- 
ert Browning “wrote poetry thirty years be- 
fore anybody would read it.’”’ All that’s good 
in music and sculpture and science has come 
that way. All that’s good and great in re- 
ligion is bound to get its start from a life 
where the temperature is at sacrificial heat. 
If there is to be any redemption anywhere in 
these days of ours that must be the manner 
of it. There is none—without blood! “There 
they crucified him.” 

I say it is the story of human life and 
saviorhood in silhouette. As we linger in 
front of it let us remember that by far the 
greatest question about it all is a personal 
question: Has Jesus succeeded with you? 
Do you belong to him or do you still belong 
to yourself? “Go and sell that thou hast and 
come and follow me! .. . . When he heard 
that saying he went away sorrowful.” 

Faith in the crucified, risen Christ, my 
friends, means a surrender. It means that 
life has achieved another center. It means 
getting yourself and myself out of the road. 
Certainly if anything can work such a clear- 
ance as that, the life and death of Jesus 
ought to be able to do it. No other such 
power has ever been turned loose in the 
world to jolt men out of themselves, to make 
them lose this burden and forget their lives 
into love and faith and forgiveness. 

I pray God that some of us here may come 
farther than we have ever come under the 
spell of the cross until we find ourselves 
standing at its foot like children in his king- 
dom, unconscious of everything but his love, 
eager to be lost beyond our own narrow 
boundaries in the limitless life of God. That 
is salvation! It is what George Matheson 
called “yielding back the torch,” “restoring 
the borrowed ray,’— 


O light that followest all my way, 

I yield my flickering torch to thee: 
My heart restores its borrowed ray, 
That in thy sunshine’s blaze its day 

May brighter, fairer be! 
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CHARACTERISTICS OF THE SAVED LIFE. 


And now for a moment shall we look into 
some of the characteristics of that life which 
can properly be called “saved”? And we 
shall try to see as the Master saw. 

He knew, in the first place, that it would 
have a whole new set of standards. He him- 
self would be its truth, and a light to its 
conscience. 

That is one of the first tests of salvation. 
Whatever this thing is that we call our con- 
science, wherever it came from, some of us 
know that it is here and that it is quite cap- 
able of playing queer tricks on us. We can 
train it to say that black is white. But haul 
it up before Jesus Christ, and it will forget 
all the tricks it ever knew. It will begin to 
function with the most amazing kind of ac- 
curacy. 

I have a painting in my study. It is an 
idealized portrait of the Saviour. To me it 
is beautiful. But it treats me with the se- 
verity of a great love. JI am like you, you 
know. Most of my convictions of sin are 
convictions of sin in the other fellow. I 
think pretty well of myself asa rule. But 
upon my soul, there are times in my life 
when I cannot face that picture! It makes 
something inside of me shake up out of its 
sleep, grab me by the throat, and tell me 
things I don’t like to listen to any more than 
you do: but they are true! In front of that 
face my conscience has never told me a lie! 

Isn’t it odd that the deep-set eyes and the 
kindly face of an outcast Jew should deal 
with one in any such fashion as that,—should 
deal in any such fashion as that with the 
world—so that men in front of him should 
ever know themselves at their worst, while 
finding there the courage to dream of them- 
selves at their best? Where else is there 
such a ministry ?—and who would have ex- 
pected it here?—a figure to make the 20th 
century strike its breast and cry, “God be 
merciful to me a sinner’? What quality is 
there in this Christ that he continues to do 
that, and continues so clearly and so inevita- 
bly to point out the pathway of duty for us? 
The only sensitive spots in your consciences 
and mine are where Jesus has laid his hand. 
The ideals that cause us more difficulty than 
any others are the ideals which Jesus insists 
we struggle for. The goals that are hardest 
to reach are the goals which Jesus still sets 
us. What he says is our light, it is not dark- 


ness. It is our truth, and there is no other. 


We know what we have to do when we stand 


before him. 

But can we do it? 
to where I started. 
the difficulty of it all. 


That brings me back 


It brings me to what 


It brings me back to | 


| 
| 


I believe to be the final test of the life that . 


is “saved,” 


I suppose there isn’t anything more strik- ° 


ing than mankind’s mastery of this physical — 


universe unless it be his constant failure to 
master himself in it. He can explode a 
molecule and make it drive a car, and now 
he is bent on exploding the atom! 
only knows what he’ll make that drive! 
can throw the sound of his voice around the 


Heaven — 
He 


world some seven times a second. He can | 
play a ray of light on you here and see you | 


in Washington. 


He can even dispense with — 


that ray of light and see you at that distance | 


in the dark! 
learned to bridle his tongue and control his 
passion. 
with his neighbor in peace. 
learned the secret of happiness. 


But with it all he has never | 


He has never learned how to live © 
He has never | 
Life is ! 


never what it should be,—he has sense 


enough to know that; and he knows himself | 


utterly helpless to do more than touch it up 
here and there into some semblance of de- 
cency. 

We are conscious, every one of us, of a 
best that we can not: and it is the best that 
we can not that condemns us. It is the 


patience we can’t command, it is the love we 


can’t practice, it is the purity we.can’t at- 
tain, it is the temptation we can’t resist, it 


is the demand we can’t meet, and the task we | 
can’t manage,—they are the facts that take © 
the heart out of this life of ours, and bring © 


us time and time again to the place where we 
are on the point of shrugging our shoulders 
and throwing it over. 

“Ye cannot do the things that ye would,” 
said Paul; and they are the things that most 
need doing! 
nothing!” That is the Saviour’s word. 

I don’t think it calls much for elaboration. 
If there is anything in the Bible that speaks 
to the 20th century it is this. With all the 
abilities that people boast, and with all the 


power which men persuade themselves they — 


have acquired, never has humanity felt itself 


more impotent in the face of what it knows 
Never has it been more > 


its destiny to be. 
keenly aware of the futility of most of its 


“Apart from me ye can do | 


| 
| 


| 


Solving the Problem of Salvation. 
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devices, nor more thoroughly alive if it is 
ever to get through, to the necessity of find- 
ing a strength beyond any that it can, muster. 
It is the race’s problem, and it is your prob- 
lem and mine. We are bound to formulate 
some sort of solution for it. 


SOLVING THE PROBLEM. 


Just here is where the Master steps in! 
His gospel begins with the assumption that 
our strength is soon spent. We should not 
forget that. We accuse Christ of being an 
impossible idealist. We say that he over- 
estimated our powers. And all the while it 
was not our powers he was thinking about at 


all! He rated them considerably lower than ; 


you would rate them. He was willing to rate 
them as far down as zero and still go on 
talking about the same limitless possibili- 
ties ahead. What men could do did not en- 
ter into his calculations: it was what God 
could do with men that set his soul on fire. 
What is visionary about that? 

Far from expecting too much of you and 
me, Christianity does not expect anything. 
And I’m glad of it. This religion of ours 
undermines every “Cannot” that your lips 
are able to frame by way of an alibi, and 
says, “Amen, I know it! You cannot’! And 
then it begins. This isn’t the conclusion. It 
is the preface. 

The whole significance of Jesus Christ for 
human experience,—absolutely all of it,—lies 
over in the other side of that frank admis- 
sion, in the realms where people know they 
cannot, but are not willing to quit. Pre- 
cisely at the point where life gets beyond you 
he offers to take it over. Whenever and 
wherever your resources are exhausted he 
claims at least that his become available. 

Sometimes I think our whole trouble is 
that we stop just on the eve of his starting 
point. I wonder if most of us spiritually 
aren’t exactly in the position in which the 
whole race would have found itself materi- 
ally if men had called a halt to all their 
plans before the application of steam and 
electricity to the work their naked hands 
could do. Where would we be, you and I, 


if there were nothing to draw water for us .- 


from farther down than we can reach, noth- 
ing to carry burdens heavier than we can lift, 
nothing to run, nothing to hear at any greater 
distance than our ears, or speak for us be- 
yond the reach of our voice? 


Almost everything that we call civilization 
has been built up since we have learned to 
harness for our use energies inconceivably 
greater than our own. The modern world 
had its birth when humanity stepped beyond 
its physical limitations. The kingdom of 
God will have its birth among men when 
they stand at the limit of their power and 
step out in the power of God. It thrills me 
when I imagine that perhaps we are on the 
verge of that today. Think of being on the 
edge of what God can do! God there in the 
unseen, and you and I[ leaving what we can 
and beginning what we cannot, moving out 
on him! 

That is the only prospect that means any- 
thing to me. I am not willing to go on deal- 
ing indefinitely with the man who intends to 
say to me no more than that he’ll do what he 
can. I have very little enthusiasm for what 
you can do, and I tell you so frankly. You 
won't make any chills run up and down my 
spine by assuring me that you are living the 
best life you are able to. That isn’t what I 
am gambling these hours away for. I am 
gambling them on the chance that some time 
you will undertake what you can’t and live 
beyond your strength in his, when you begin 
to lift the burden that’s too heavy and walk 
off with it! You know what you have given 
up because you have found yourself unequal 
to it. Well, to get that thing down under 
your feet by matching God with it,—the God 
who has made himself available in Jesus 
Christ,—that is salvation made manifest! 


As torrents in summer, 

Half dried in their channels, 
Suddenly rise 

Tho’ the sky is still cloudless, 
For rain has been falling 

Far off at their fountains,— 


So hearts that are fainting 
Grow full to o’erflowing, 
And they that behold it 
Marvel and know not 

That God at their fountains 
Far off has been raining! 


“Apart from me ye can do nothing”! By 
all means let us be conscious of our limita- 
tions! Let us do more than that: let us ac- 
cept our limitations! Denying them isn’t 
the policy of the Christian religion,—denying 
them and proclaiming that all you lack is a 
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little confidence in yourself. That is what 
some psychoanalysts say: it isn’t what the 
world’s true evangelists tell you. They tell 
you to have faith in God, and instead of stop- 
ping where you can’t go on to begin there; 


for it is there and there only that God be- 
gins,—where a man kneels! t 

That is the conclusion of my message. 
You can go out this morning and turn it into 
an experience if you like! 


Laid Hold On by Jesus Christ. 
Rev. Morgan Phelps Noyes, Brooklyn, N. Y. 


I was laid hold on by Jesus Christ. Phi- 


lippians 3. 12. 
A, 

Nothing is ever accomplished in this 
world until some one is laid on by something 
bigger than himself. 

In the 19th century an Englishwoman was 
laid hold on by a great sympathy for the un- 
relieved suffering of the men wounded in the 
Crimean war. Out of that tide of compas- 
sion which swept Florence Nightingale into 
the maelstrom of war there sprang all the 
humanitarian work of the Red Cross. “How 
inefficient I was in the Crimea,” she wrote 
long afterwards, “and yet out of it all God 
raised up trained nursing!” 

Arctic explorers have always talked to us 
about the lure of the North. Something 
about those great trackless white wastes on 
top of the world has laid hold on men’s 
imaginations so that they have been drawn 
back again and again to explore the secrets 
of that strange region. Peary remarked that 
“the determination to reach the Pole had be- 
come so much a part of my being that, 
strange as it may seem, I no longer thought 
of myself except as an instrument for the at- 
tainment of that purpose.” He was laid hold 
on by a great ambition. 

A few years ago the people of France 
were asked to vote for the citizen of their 
country whom they regarded as the greatest 
Frenchman. The winning vote was not for 
a great conqueror or statesman, but for a 
man who had spent years working in the 
seclusion of his laboratory, Louis Pasteur. 
He had been laid hold on by a great curios- 
ity to unravel the mystery of fermentation, 
until through his experiments he gave to the 
world the germ theory, and paved the way 
for all our. modern antiseptic measures. 
When Pasteur was dying and his students 
gathered around his bed he plied them with 
questions and repeated over to them his old 
maxim: 


. which the world had never seen. 


“Tl faut travailler’—“You must work!” 

Nothing much in this world is ever ac- 
complished until people are laid hold on by 
something that is greater than themselves. 


i: 


In this letter to the Philippians a man 
greater than any of these speaks of himself 
as “laid hold on by Jesus Christ.” 

One of the biographers of the apostle Paul 
refers to Paul’s “capture by Christ.” That 
is an accurate phrase, for that is exactly the 
way Paul himself described the beginning of 
his discipleship to his Master. He never 
spoke of his discovery of Christ as some- 
thing for which he was primarily respon- 
sible. He was like a man who is conscripted, 
and then finds dearer than life itself the 
cause into which he has been impressed. 

“T was laid hold on.” How did it happen? 

There is a long story behind that capture 
of Paul by Jesus Christ. Paul had been a 
devotee of the Hebrew law. The law had 
given him a long list of rules by which to 
live, and the only difficulty was that Paul 
was not strong enough to keep them. Then 
one day Paul saw a young man die with for- 
giveness on his lips, confessing that he was 
a follower of Jesus. 

Paul set out on a journey to Damascus, 
and his route took him through Galilee. 
Who knows what memories he found there? 
He may have met travelers along the way 
who told him of One who had come that 
way not long ago speaking as never man 
spake before. Perhaps he lodged in homes 
which had once entertained a traveler who 
had shown to men and women and little 
children an amazing kindness, the like of 
Perhaps 
he met men who had been in Jerusalem on 
a day when there had been three crosses 
against the mid-day sky, and a Man had 
died praying, “Father, forgive them, for 
they know not what they do!” 


Laid Hold On by Jesus Christ. 
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All we know is that he had a transforming 
experience, and that out of the unseen Christ 
laid hold on this life of Paul. 

Paul never tried to explain it. Can you 
ever explain the mysterious influence of 
_ one personality on another,—mother upon 
daughter, friend upon friend, teacher upon 
}} pupil? Paul simply stated the fact: “I was 
§ laid hold on by Jesus Christ.” 


INT 


That is an experience which people have 
over and over again in every generation. No 
doubt many of you have known its reality, 
and will know it more fully as you go fur- 
_ ther along your way. Boys and girls when 
they first discover that it is hard to do right 
are captured by this friend, who embodies 
in himself all that in their best moments they 
long to be. 

Young men and women, just beginning to 
discover the powers that God has given 
them, are captured by this young man who 
had powers so much greater than any given 
to us, and who dedicated them all so unre- 
servedly to the service of God. 

Men and women in mature years, bearing 
the responsibilities of life, are captured afresh 
by the vision of this burden-bearer who 
takes upon himself all the burdens of the 
world, and who somehow bears our respon- 
sibilities with us. 

Older men and women, nearing the end of 
life, as the shadows begin to close around 
them are captured once more by the faith of 
this man who upon the cross prayed, “Into 
thy hands I commend my spirit!” 

At every stage of the way we find our- 
selves laid hold on afresh by this master of 
life, who brings to us just what we need and 
leads us on into the fulness of life. 

What a great thing it is to be able to say 
with Paul: “I am laid hold on by Jesus 
Christ!” 


Ve 


And our deepest needs can never be satis- 
fied except as we are completely mastered 
by him. 

For one thing we never can find direction 
for our life except as we are laid hold on by 
him. 


I know that that is the last thing which- 


many people think they want. Some of you 
may say to yourselves you do not want any- 


one to direct your life. You want to live 
your own lives. You talk about self-expres- 
sion, about being yourselves, about being 
free from the domination of other people. 
But whether we wish it or not we all are di- 
rected. We are always directed by the 
things which lay hold on us, and exert an 
attraction on us. 

I often watch the ocean liners go down 
New York harbor and push out toward the 
Atlantic. The captain on the bridge of any 
ocean liner can go wherever he pleases when 
he leaves the Narrows and heads for the 
high seas. And yet he is always pulled 
toward certain ports by the knowledge that 
in them the friends of his passengers are 
waiting, business firms are expecting his 
cargo, and postal authorities are waiting for 
the mail he carries. His course is deter- 
mined by the port toward which these influ- 
ences draw him. 

There are many people who say that they 
do not want to be directed, and yet whether 
they wish it or not their lives are directed 
by the things which attract them. Some of 
them feel the pull of wealth, and all the di- 
rection of their life is determined by that 
longing. Many of them feel the pull of 
pleasure, and all their activity is directed by 
that desire. Many of them feel the pull of 
popularity, and everything which they do is 
directed by that ambition to have all men 
speak well of them. 

Here was a man who felt the pull of Jesus 
Christ, and the one thing which he wanted 
more than anything else was to be Christ- 
like. He found all his life directed for him 
when he put himself into the hands of this 
leader. His life found direction when he 
was laid hold on by Christ. And that is the 
only kind of guidance worth trusting. 


We 


Another need which is only satisfied as 
we are laid hold on by Christ is the need for 
freedom. 

That, of course, is contrary to the popular 
idea. It is often supposed that Christianity 
is the contradiction of freedom. It is as- 
sumed that freedom means doing as you 
please, and that Christianity means doing the 
will of God, and therefore the two are in 
conflict. But there is a great deal more to 
freedom than doing as you please. 

An ignorant person never can be free, be- 
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cause his freedom is always limited by his 
lack of knowledge. A _ prejudiced person 
never can be free, because his freedom is al- 
ways limited by his misunderstanding of 
other people and the world in which he lives. 
A person who lacks self-control never can 
be free, because he is always hampered and 
limited by his own desires which he cannot 
control. 

Freedom is something much bigger than 
doing as you please. Real freedom consists 
in being mastered by a great purpose which 
releases the best that is in you. That is the 
kind of freedom which Paul found in Christ. 
It involved giving up everything unChrist- 
like, but that meant more freedom, not less. 
Paul, who was familiar with the athletic 
games of the Greeks, compares the Chris- 
tian with a runner who lays aside every 
weight so that he may be free to run to vic- 
tory. 

That is Christian freedom. It always 
calls for the tossing aside of habits, desires, 
ambitions which hamper our freedom to be 
like Jesus Christ. 

I wonder if any of you ever climb moun- 
tains in the summer. Perhaps you can re- 
member the first time you ever climbed a 
mountain. You probably started out with 
an enormous amount of equipment—an extra 
sweater, a heavy camera to get that view at 
the top, hatchet and ropes, cooking materials, 
and an enormous lunch,—all sorts of things 
which weighted you down. But before you 
had gone far you discovered that you must 
discard part of this useless equipment or you 
would never reach your goal. You were 
free to keep your things, or free to reach the 
summit, but not free to do both. If you 
were a real mountain-climber you did not 
hesitate. You tossed aside the things which 
held you back, and pressed on toward the 
peak. 

That is what Paul meant by Christian free- 
dom. The only people who are free to enter 
into the richest life are those who find that 
freedom in being laid hold on by Christ. 


VI 


There is a third thing which you never 
can discover in any other way. That is, you 
never can have the release of power within 
yourself except as your life is laid hold on 
by Jesus Christ. 

Prior to 1880 the German steel industry 


never reached large proportions because all 
the iron ore in Germany contained phos- 
phorus. 


But in 1880 a young clerk in a ~ 


police court in London discovered what is | 
called the Bessemer process, which made it ' 


possible to utilize these hitherto unusable de- 
posits of ore in the manufacture of steel. The 
enormous growth of the industry followed at 
once. 


What supplies of human resources there — 


are which are waiting to be put through 
some process which can make them useful, 
wills which have never been harnessed to 


any large purposes, minds which have never 


been put to work in the service of God, 
friendships which have never moved out be- 


yond selfish interest, sympathy which has | 


never been released and allowed to do its 
healing work in human life! 
miracle of life is the release and enlarge- 
ment of these powers which comes through 
Christ. 


VII. 


Every college class at its reunions has its 
shining examples of men who graduated 
without giving much evidence of great abil- 
ity, and then developed into power and use- 
fulness as great purposes mastered them. 


The main | 


Paul’s former classmates in the schoolroom — 


of Gamaliel would probably have had diffi- 
culty in recognizing the man they had 
known in the dynamic leader who spread 


Christianity throughout the Roman world. — 


You can imagine their amazement at meet- 
ing him, and their incredulous questioning. 

“Where did you get this new initiative, 
this breadth of mind, this grip on yourself, 
this power to win the loyalty of people of 
other nations and races, and to lead them 
into larger life?” 

To which Paul would have replied simply: 

“T was laid hold on by Jesus Christ.” 

Do you want a sure direction for your 
life? Do you want to be really free, free to 
be all that God meant you to be? Do you 
want to release all the powers God has given 
you? Respond to this incomparable figure 
who is always seeking to capture you! 


Make your response in the words of the old 


hymn: 


“Make me a captive, Lord, 
And then I shall be free! 
Force me to render up my sword, 
And I shall conqueror be!” 


. Christian Experience in Terms of Home. 
Bishop John Thomson Dallas of New Hampshire. 


The fact at the heart of Christianity is 
that God cares so much for us that he came 


') through to us, and by way of human nature. 


Get hold of that idea and of that experience, 


‘} and your religious life will grow and grow! 
} Let me say it again: God carés so much for 
-} human nature that he came through to us in 
‘| human nature, and for the sake of human 


‘} nature! 


at times hates God’s love. 


We do not always remember it, and some- 


‘| times we do not want to remember it. Often 


we are wilful, and, if you please, we get our 
backs up and resent it, and hate it, and will 


'} have nothing to do with it. That is what we 


call sin. It is the effect of that thing on you 
and me which resents God’s love, and which 
It is the effect of 
that on God and on you and me that I want 
to talk about, because it seems it is just 
about the most important thing any of us 


» could talk about. 


Did you ever stop to think that Jesus gave 
us pictures of God in homely terms? Out 
of that little home in Nazareth there came 


‘| into his experience an experience of God 
_ which he interpreted in the terms of home, 
! and he talked about home and father, love 
| and friendship. 
_ use those same terms, and it is to that type 
|| of thinking that I want you to address your 
| minds this morning: the idea of God as a 

| father and heaven as home. 


Therefore you and I may 


Then try to 
figure out what the effect of your wilfulness 


| and my wilfulness has on the Father. 


Probably there is more than one home 
here represented whence some child at some 


| time or other has gone out in hardness of 


heart, in resentment, in hate, in ill-temper, 
in wilfulness. There is probably more than 
one home represented here broken and un- 
happy and perhaps destroyed because a 


| child has gone out from it not understanding 


the home, not understanding the father or 


‘} mother, in hardness of heart going away. 


What happens? Someone waits and waits, 
and that waiting person’s mind and heart 


| are crowded with remembrances and pic- 


tures of other days, like withered bunches of 
flowers. All that remains is a faint fra- 
grance of those other days, bits of memory. 

The most beautiful picture Jesus gave us 
of God is that lovely story, not to be matched 
anywhere in the literature of the world, that 


lovely story of the father, an old man, wait- 
ing for a wilful boy to come home. The fa- 
ther was God; the boy was us. But the 
minute the father sees the boy turn the cor- 
ner of the road he no longer sits there and 
waits, but he runs down the road, throws 
his arms around the boy, draws him to the 
house, puts new clothes on him, puts rings 
on his fingers, and gives him a party. A pic- 
ture of us and of God! 

This tremendous truth which has come 
out of the gospel is something you and I 
have misunderstood. We have made some- 
thing hard and queer of it, and have forgot- 
ten the pain and the numbness of the heart 
of God, just as maybe some of us have for- 
gotten the numbness and hurt in the heart 
of someone who loves us. The numbness 
just allows the father or mother or lover to 
go about numbly doing the day’s work. 

Do you not begin to get some idea of the 
vastness of the love of God, of the depth of 
God’s heart, when you stop to think that 
that heart has a capacity to think upon all 
humanity in those terms? There is a pain, 
and a love, and a patience, and a suffering 
that takes into consideration the piled-up 
wilfulness and hate of all the world. It 
makes you realize the bigness and majesty 
of God, the endlessness of such a love. 

I have often said I wished I were good 
enough to preach a sermon on the loneliness 
of God, or a sermon on the empty chairs at 
God’s table, or possibly a sermon on the 
neglected toys in God’s nursery! 

He so cared for us that he tore from him- 
self his beloved Son. God so loved the 
world that he gave him to us, his pride and 
joy, his hope, the glory of his heart, his only 
begotten Son. 

I wish we all had in our hands a copy of 
the 51st Psalm that we might read it aloud, 
that it might pierce the heart of God as we 
realize our own awayness from God because 
of the meanness, and the hate, and the wil- 
fulness, and the selfishness, and the greed, 
the lust in all of us, that have shoved God 
away from us. 

Remember how those words go! ‘The 
writer must have felt this away back there 
hundreds and hundreds of years ago. He 
sensed the situation. “Have mercy upon me, 
O God, according to thy lovingkindness ! 
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According unto the multitude of thy tender 
mercies blot out my transgressions! Wash 
me thoroughly from mine iniquity, and 
cleanse me from my sin: for I acknowledge 
my transgressions, and my sin is ever be- 
fore me!” Read that when you go home, 
the 51st psalm! Learn it by heart! See how 
it fits into your experience day after day as 
you learn the love of God and as you re- 
member your own awayness from the love 
of God! 


But there is another effect to consider, and 
that is the effect of sin on you and me, let 
alone its ghastly effect on God. 

Just as your disobedience and wilfulness 
at home or in school affect you, so does sin 
affect you in regard to God in heaven. 

You become a stranger because of your 
disobedience in the presence of your mother, 
who loves you above all others in the world. 
And home is not comfortable for you. You 
would rather be away. You are self-con- 
scious in the presence of those that love you 
most. You are irritated by the very person 
that loves you. You would rather be alone. 
That is what disobedience does to us,—iso- 
lates us from the hearts that love us most. 

That is what sin does in respect of God. 
Then all of a sudden we become conscious 
of that fact. Some word of a hymn, some 
verse from the Bible, a bit of kindness on 
the part of someone, the loss of someone near 
and dear, possibly the assuming of respon- 
sibility on our own part, recalls to you and 
to me what the love of parents and of God 
has been to us, and we want to come home, 
and we want to understand, we do not want 
to be irritated any longer. But the thing is 
done, and when we do come home we find 
the heart is already broken. Then with all 
our will, with all our patience, with all the 
love we can summon we begin bit by bit to 
understand the discipline of the home, to 
catch on to what the parents want, what the 
lover has been driving at, what God has 
been aiming at, and we want to make up: 
that is, if we are real about it. 

Do not make up in the sense of a man I 
heard of! He was a good fellow, but he 
was a thoughtless person. He used to bring 
home an armful of flowers for his wife, but 
he would never’ bring up a hod of coal from 
the cellar. He was not real about his affec- 
tion. There faintly glimmered in him an 


idea he loved that woman, but how foolish | 
he was about it! } 

No, what we call Christianity is not a , 
Pollyanna affair, it is nothing merely senti- — 
mental, it is hard! This breaking through | 
of God to the world by:way of Jesus we call — 
the incarnation. And if you read your , 
Prayer Book, and Bible, and old hymns, and | 
good bits that have been written about it, | 
you will find that incarnation is always as- 
sociated with crucifixion. Wherever you 
look in this lovely chapel you can hardly 
turn without seeing a cross. The architect 
remembered that in all the beauty, in all the — 
lovingkindness of God there is a crucifixion 
and a cross. 

To make the most of it we have to re- 
member that God’s love in Jesus is linked so 
closely with the crucifixion of that beloved 
Son that it will be the hardest thing you 
ever tried to do to come home to the heart 
of God. But it will be the most exhilarat- — 
ing thing, if you are genuine about it, that 
you can do. | 

But let no one fool you! It is not easy. © 
Let no one ever represent to you that being 
actually alive and awake to your being a . 
child of God, and enjoying all that being a © 
child of God means, is a simple, easy thing! 
It will wring your heart, it will take all you . 
have got, not only in this beautiful sunlight, 
but every day down through the years until 
the shadows lengthen and you go home. 

But it is the way the Master went, and it is 

the way all of his real followers have gone. 
I would to God that every single one of you 
would see it, and would come, and then go 
to your place in the world to tell others 
about it, because it is the most precious 
thing in our inheritance. 

God so loved the world that he broke 
through humanity to us because he so loved 
us. Love means home, father and mother, 
and child, and a constant everyday demand 
to understand it all, and to be conscious of 
it, and to live it. 


A friend of mine sent for me and told me 
there was an old man out in the New Hamp- 
shire hills who was dying and wanted to see 
me. It took most of the day to get there, 
and when I did get there I found the old 
man, 88 years old, waiting for his end. I 
tried to help him, and he said: 

“IT have always lived as you see me now, 
caring for no one.” 


The Lord’s Prayer. 
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I knew what a narrow life he had lived. 
And he looked up at me and said: 

“Do you suppose God understands?” 

I said: “If God does not understand I 
don’t know where there is any hope for you 
and me!” 

Then I told him two lines from one of the 
old hymns: 


“Thou dost seek me when a stranger, 
Wandering from the fold of God.” 


He said: “That’s me, a stranger !” 

So it is that you and I discover, as far as 
God goes, the strangeness. And if we are in 
earnest we can look within and find out 
definitely what causes this strangeness, this 
awayness from God, this loneliness and not 
being at home: because so few of us are 
really at home with God. I wonder if we 
cannot with great searchingness turn our 
minds upon ourselves and discover the thing 
in each one of us which is the cause of our 
lack of familiarity with God and of being at 
home with God. 

Is there any hatred in your heart? I don’t 
mean a great consuming hatred, but those 
mean, unkind, uncharitable thoughts and 
words and attitudes which we take toward 
people? Anything that separates you from 
someone else separates you from God. The 
fences you build between you and folks are 
fences you build between yourself and God. 


Is there any dishonesty? I remember an 
old fellow sitting under the pillar in the cor- 
ner of the church. His employer, his God, 
himself, and his minister were the only ones 
that knew he was a thief. There are lots of 
people shut out from folks and from God 
simply because they are not quite honest. 

We here in New England have been 
brought up, so to speak, on “The Scarlet 
Letter,” and we know the story of the poor 
woman with the letter embroidered on her 
dress and the man with the same letter in 
his soul. Any kind of impurity in mind or 
body is something that breaks up families, 
communities, churches, that disintegrates the 
solitary human soul and shuts out God. 

Whatever may be your sin, if you want to 
come home remember there is some help! 
Sensing the meaning of God’s love will help 
you to come home, will usher you up those 
steps that lead into God’s heaven. If you 
and I are really in earnest, and care, and are 
willing to pay a great price in humility and 
courage, we too may come home and be 
again as one of the family. And what shall 
we do? We shall remove in part the pain 
in God’s heart, and bring peace to our own 
hearts, but it will be part of the great proc- 
ess of bringing relief to the Father’s mind 
and heart, once we decide to come home. 


The Lord’s Prayer—VI. 
“Lead Us Not into Temptation, But Deliver Us from Evil!” 
Rev. Donald Fraser, D. D., Central Africa. 


This prayer does not suggest for a moment 
that God tempts men. In the story of. the 
great temptation in the wilderness we read 
that the “tempter” came to Jesus. He is not 
named, but no one of us has any doubt in 
our heart who it was. It was not God, it 
i was the devil. So James says, ‘Let no man 
say when he is tempted, I am tempted of 
God! He tempteth no man.” And yet, 
somehow or other, we do think the tempta- 
tions and trials come from God, that he 
sends sickness, sorrow and persecution, and 
bitterness into our life. “Make no mistake 
about this, beloved brothers!” says James. 
“All we are given is good, and all our en- 
dowments are faultless, descending from 
above, from the Father of the heavenly 
lights.” 


In “The Private Papers of Henry Rye- 
croft” George Gissing tells the story of a 
poor journalist who lived a miserable hand 
to mouth existence, writing through the 
day and night. Unexpectedly there comes 
to him a wonderful gift, a life insurance, 
that some friend had bought for him. Im- 
mediately he leaves London and goes into a 
cottage in the country, and finds for himself 
the ideal housekeeper, a silent efficient 
woman. He passes his days walking among 
the lanes and observing, while the peace of 
perfect content steals over his soul. And 
then he writes, in the midst of all this con- 
tent: 

“So rooted in the human mind, and so 
reasonably rooted, is the belief in an envious 
power that I ask myself whether I shall not 
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have to pay by some disaster for this period 
of calm,” 

That is essentially a human attitude. 

A man says: “I have never had an acci- 
dent in my motor car, but I must touch 
wood.” 

The succession of good fortune creates the 
fear that in his glorying in his good for- 
tune disaster. will come, and he touches 
wood. That is one of the most beautiful 
things a man can do. What is the meaning 
of touching wood? It is touching the cross, 
the wood of the cross. Before disaster and 
the temptation of the devil the early Chris- 
tians held a cross to ward off evil and temp- 
tation. They touched the wood of the cross. 
Yet I suppose nobody would be more 
surprised than your believer in this supersti- 
tion if you told him that he was appealing to 
the cross of Christ for protection from 
disaster. 


Now I want you to notice first of all that 
most of the temptations of life come from 
ourselves. In James 1.14 it is written, 
“Every man is tempted when he is drawn 
away of his own lust, and enticed.” 

An old Puritan said: “I had many mis- 
takes which were as breaches leaving me 
open for many years to the assaults of the 
enemy.” I have seen people live so that 
they had opened a breach in the wall and 
made a place for the devil to come in. That 
is why we say that what is temptation to 
one is no temptation to another. 

A man who has never tasted drink has no 
desire for it, while another finds it a con- 
tinual temptation. One who has maintained 
generous thoughts toward men sees in the 
prosperity of others only a cause of rejoic- 
ing, while another finds it raising the devil 
of envy within his own heart. One who has 
let his thoughts go into licentious impurities 
finds constantly the suggestion of evil in that 
which to another, who has kept the garden 
of his soul pure, reveals only beauty and 
the perfection of lovely form. For, says 
St. Paul in Titus 1.15, “Their very mind is 
polluted.” 

That is the meaning of that much mis- 
construed saying, “Be sure your sin will find 
you out!” I remember hearing a terroriz- 
ing sermon by Henry Drummond on this 
text. When one was a child, he said, and 
was found taking the jam or sugar the 
nurse would say, “Be sure your sin will find 


you out!” But it wasn’t your sin that found 
you out, it was your nurse. And when a 
criminal was brought to justice the old gos- 
sips would shake their heads and say, “Be 
sure your sin will find you out!” But it 
wasn’t the sin, it was the policeman who had 
found him out. But what God said to 
Israel was that sin itself is the surest detec- 
tive and the surest judge. 

Sin finds us out in memory. There is no 
such thing as forgetting possible to the 
mind, says De Quincey. A thousand acci- 
dents may and will interpose and tear the 
veil aside, and we find ourselves hope- 
lessly looking at the past. The sin which 
we had forgotten finds us out, and we sit 
there convicted by the memory. 

It finds us out in nature. If one sows 
corruption he reaps corruption. No man 
can sin without nature rewarding him ac- 
cording to what he has done. The drunkard 
finds it in a diseased body, the glutton in a 
poor digestion. All through life our sin fol- 
lows us and finds us out. Nature is our 
great judge. Many a poor Christian has 
found in his old age the sins of his indulgent 
youth returning with fearful vehemence. 
Some of the awfulest tragedies of history 
are found in the old age of men and women 
to whom the sins of youth returned when 
body and mind were enfeebled, and their old 
age was spent in degradation. For, be sure 
your sin will find you out! 


A PERSONAL DEVIL. 


Let no man say he is tempted of God: he 
is tempted of himself! What we do is our 
own devil, which follows us all through life. 
But we won't live long and have much ex- 
perience until we find that there is a more 
active force in the world tempting us than 
even ourselves, and we will begin to see 
that the devil is in the world. I do not 
think you can explain evil until you begin 
to recognize a personal devil. It was not 
God who sent sickness, it was the devil that 
sent it. It was not God who sent calamity, 
it was the devil. 

You cannot explain in a sentence why 
God allows the devil. It is one of the mys- 
teries of life. But God delivers from the 
power of the devil. 

Now when we pray, “Deliver us, lead us 
not into temptation!” what we are praying 
for there is that our lot may not be to walk 


When Trial-Comes. 


by hard and trying paths. That is why Je- 
sus on the awful night of Gethsemane said 
to his disciples, “Pray that ye enter not into 
temptation!” He saw the cross before him, 
and even Jesus, terrified of the awful temp- 
tation and trial that was before him, prayed, 
“Let this cup pass, if it be thy will!” But 
Peter, who saw not the greatness of the 
temptation, boasted of his courage to follow 
Christ even unto death, and then before the 
laugh of a servant girl denied his Lord. 

It is one thing to be valiant before the 
deed: it is another to stand the strain of the 
temptation. So we who know the weak- 
nesses of our own souls pray, “Lead us not 
into temptation!” We fear the trial and the 
difficult way, and our prayer is that we enter 
not there. The early disciples knew what it 
meant to go through days of fearful trial 
and the persecution of men, even to death. 
They would not have chosen that difficult 
way. They prayed, “Lead us not into temp- 
tation!’ But when they had passed through, 
if that was the way they had to go, they 
would say, “I would not have missed it for 
my life, for in that hard and difficult way 
One walked beside me who had trod that 
‘way too.” 

Some of us are allowed to live quiet lives. 
We have never known sickness or sorrow 
perhaps. Some go by difficult ways, and 
their life seems one constant struggle. God 
chooses the path upon which we shall go, 
and God’s choice is always best. 

But please notice there is a great differ- 
ence between temptation and sin! Luther 
used to say, “You can’t forbid the birds’ 
flight over your head, but you may forbid 
them building a nest on your head.” We 
cannot forbid the temptations of evil com- 
ing constantly upon us, but we pray, “De- 
liver us from the evil one!” Now this is 
the meaning of our Christian faith. For 
all men, whether they are Christians or not, 
have to pass through difficult ways, but we 
have the right to pray and believe, “Deliver 
us from the evil one!” 

Yet temptation here is not simply tempta- 
tion to sin. It also means trial, the difficult 
and dangerous ways through which we pass. 
For this there is the promise in Isaiah 43. 2, 
“When thou passest through the waters I 
will be with thee, and through the rivers 
they shall not overflow thee. When thou 
walkest through the fire thou shalt not be 
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burned, neither shall the flame kindle upon 
thee.” Nobody chooses the water and the 
fire as the path by which he should go, but 
if that is in the map of our life there is the 
promise that in the trial his presence will go 
with us, delivering us from the evil. When 
the children of Israel in Babylon were 
threatened with fire they replied to the king, 
“Tf it be so,”—they would not have chosen 
it—“our God whom we serve is able to de- 
liver us” (Daniel 3.17). 

Now when the trial comes, if God chooses 
to take you that way, what is to be your at- 
titude? “Greet it as pure joy, my brothers, 
when you come across any sort of trial!” 
(James 1.2, 3). Though we pray “Lead us 
not into temptation,” when we do find our- 
selves in temptation it is like St. Paul’s 
prayer in 2 Corinthians 12, answered in an 
unexpected form with better things than de- 
liverance,—an increase of grace, our trial 
the camping ground of Christ’s power. 

Yet trial does not always sanctify. Some- 
times it hurts the man or woman who is 
tried. Daniel saw this, and he says, “Many 
shall purify themselves, but the wicked shall 
do wickedly.” 

I have seen great prosperity come to some 
men, and after it came it seemed to make 
them simpler men, and it gave them a won- 
derful and beautiful sense of the steward- 
ship of life’s possessions. But I have seen 
great prosperity come to men making them 
sinful, selfish, and hard, and making them 
love their own selves. For riches are one 
of the greatest trials of life. 

I have seen sickness come to people, puri- 
fying them and giving them the sweetest and 
most refined of souls. There is a lady who 
opened communication with me after I had 
broadcast in London. I have never seen 
her, but she wrote from a sickbed. By and 
by I got her photograph and little books she 
has written. For the last 20 or 30 years she . 
has been lying on a bed paralyzed, unable to 
turn herself, unable to use her limbs. But 
in the photograph of her lying in bed I see 
the face of a joyous angel. She has found 
in her invalidism a closer companionship 
with Jesus Christ. Men and women who 
want to be cheerful come to see her, for here 
is one who has triumphed over trial, and 
found its sanctification. But I know some to 
whom sickness has come and they have be- 
come selfish, querulous, and the most un- 
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lovely of souls. Trial has not purified, but 
hurt them. 

Robinson in his history of Christian mis- 
sions, writing of Korea, says that “In no 
other country has the persecution been so 
intense, and in no other has Christianity 
made such progress.” He might have said 
the same of Madagascar. But what would 
we say of France, where persecution came 
and almost extinguished the Protestant 
church? Where is the Christian church of 
North Africa, the home of scholars and 
missionaries? Persecution and martyrdom 
are not always the seed of the church: they 
are too often the grave of the church. 


THE GLoRIOSA SUPERBA. 


“The gloriosa superba is a native of 
South India,” says Miss Carmichael. “Dur- 
ing the autumn rains you find it shooting in 
the lanes bordered by cactus and aloe. Here 
and there you see it in the open fields. In 
the fields it will have a chance, you think: 
but in the lane, crowded down by cactus and 
aloe, great, strong, assertive things, with 
most fierce thorn and spike, what can a poor 
lily do but disappear? A few weeks after 
you see a patch of color on the field. You 
go and gather handfuls of lovely lilies, and 
you revel in the tangle of color, a little be- 
wilderment of delight. But the lane, go to 
the lane! There you see something more 
satisfying, not only entangled color, but all 
the grace of form,—God’s full thought grown 
to perfection. Eight feet up in the clear air, 
bright against the luminous blue, unfurling 
its fine flowers like banners of triumph, 
there is the lily victorious! Each little deli- 
cate bud and leaf seems as if filled with a 
separate keen joy, the joy of just being 
beautiful and fine. The gloriosa will exist 
in the field as it will exist in the English 
hothouse, because it must. But it is not 
happy there. There is no proper develop- 
ment. Give it life, not just existence! Give 
it something to conquer! Give it thorns and 
the spike!” 

There is many a soul that has never en- 
tered into the fulness of life, for life has 
been too easy for them. “When God had 
finished his dealings with that fine and gra- 
cious soul, Juliana of Norwich,” says 
J. M. E. Ross, “he gave her this for his 
final message, Thou shalt not be overcome! 
She brooded over it, thinking over what he 


said. This word, ‘Thou shalt not be over- 
come,’ was said full clearly and mightily for 
assurance and comfort against all tribula- 
tions that may come. He said not, ‘Thou 
shalt not be tempted, Thou shalt not be 
travailed, Thou shalt not be afflicted, but he 
said, ‘Thou shalt not be overcome.’ ” 

“Christ outshoots Satan in his own bow,” 
says Fraser of Brea. 
these temptations (doubts to atheism) to 
shake me loose of all my principles and make 
me despair, and God blest it to be the means 
of my establishing”’ All the assaults of 
doubt had helped him to find firmer ground 
for the establishing of his faith. 

St. Paul, in 2 Corinthians 12, has been 
speaking of the visions which came to him 
when he had been lifted into the seventh 
heaven, and seen things a man may not utter. 
But there was given to him a thorn in the 
flesh lest he be exalted above measure. He 
prayed God three times that he would take 
this thorn from him, yet God does not take 
it, but says, “My grace is sufficient for 
thee.” So Paul accepts the thorn, then the 
trial turns into blessing, for he says, “I take 
pleasure in infirmities, in reproaches, in 
necessities, in persecutions, in distresses for 
Christ’s sake. Most gladly, therefore, will 
I glory in my weaknesses that the strength 
of Christ may find a camping ground in me.” 
If my trial is to give opportunity for the 
coming of the power of Christ, then God 
give me trial, for I want nothing better than 
that Christ should have me! 

For God does not stand by as a passive 
agent, looking with sympathy but giving no 
help. “The Lord is faithful. He will be 


“The devil sought of | 


sure to strengthen you and protect you” (2 | 


Thessalonians 3.3). He knows our frame, 
and will not suffer us to be tempted above 
that we are able. Greater grace comes for 
greater need. He will not allow trial to 
overflow our soul until we are drowned in 
the trouble. 

We don’t want sorrow in our lives, but 
when death and sorrow come, and our hearts 
are wrenched, blessed be God for the sor- 
row if the Comforter finds opportunity for 
entering our lives! “I pray not that thou 
shouldst take them out of the world,” said 
Christ, “but that thou shouldst deliver them 
from the evil one!’ We pray to be deliv- 
ered from the evil, but if the evil comes we 
pray that God will deliver us. 


} I want to say this with all conviction and 
i solemnity, for here in this last petition is the 
‘greatest of Christian thoughts. When we 
ijpray, “Forgive us our debts as we forgive 
‘our debtors,” we are setting up the cross, the 
| crucified Christ who forgives. But when 
we pray, “Deliver us from evil,” we are set- 
ting up the risen Lord who delivers us from 
i@the power of sin. 

1§ In medieval days the whole attention of 
‘gthe church was drawn to the cross, the 


Secondhand Doubts. 


One affirmative is worth ten negatives, 
someone has said. The ratio we believe 
| might be greatly increased, and with equal 
‘ truth it could be affirmed that one affirma- 
| tive exceeds in value a hundred negatives. 
In view of this, it is significant of the 
spirit of the times that so many who are 
‘| asked what they believe often begin with a 
‘} statement of what they do not believe. This 
‘) is especially true of the youth of the day. 
Disbelief never arrives. History is full of 
'} the achievements of men who have had great 
4 convictions and under their inspiration have 
'§ made their lives effective. Belief, next to 
ij love itself, is the greatest force in human 
‘society. It is faith whereby society coheres. 
‘) Business is only possible on the basis of mu- 
tual confidence. Even scholarship must de- 
# pend upon the reliability of the labors of 
i] previous generations. 

But belief must be based upon reasonable 
evidence. This is equally true of doubt. It 
) is significant how many people in the realm 
|} of religious thought glibly express doubt 
‘) without its being the result of thought or 
4 examination of evidence. For if it is a mis- 
| take to accept faith simply because it has 
§ been the faith of another it is no less foolish 
t to accept doubts secondhand. 

Much of the scepticism of the present 
| time, carefully analyzed, belongs to this 
category of secondhand disbelief. Chal- 
lenged to give a reason for lack of faith, no 
} cogent reasons can be advanced. Honest 
f doubt may challenge sympathetic respect, 
|) but doubt that is based on nothing less than 
+ some quotation from the latest popular novel 
| or the thoughtless expression of a popular 
lecturer only deserves pity for the super- 
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physical sufferings of Christ. Yet our faith 
is not built on the dead Christ, but on the 
living Lord. He is risen: that is the great- 
est note of our faith! It was necessary that 
Jesus die for our sins. Glory be to God, he 
suffered unto the utmost that we might be 
forgiven! Yet the faith and hope of our 
Christian church is that the living One in 
whose hands is all power is here beside us 
today, greater than our sins, stronger than 
our weakness, able to deliver us. 


Editorial Briefs. 


ficiality of the character of the one who 
gives expression to it. 


Flying High. 

In one of Montaigne’s essays he says: “The 
virtue of the soul does not consist in flying 
high, but in walking orderly. Its grandeur 
does not exercise itself in greatness, but in 
mediocrity.” 

Often those whose influence has been ex- 
erted widely were comparatively unknown in 
their own day. They wrought more effec- 
tively than they knew, and in quiet, unob- 
trusive assiduity to their plain duty achieved 
results that have continued to affect mankind 
long after their own life’s course ended. 

The name of John Bunyan! was probably 
little known during his day and generation, 
but next to the Bible his “Pilgrim’s Prog- 
ress” has been blessed to more than any book 
in all of English literature. 

Father Lawrence in the scullery of his 
monastery exercised the grandeur of his soul 
in mediocrity, but in his “Practice of the 
Presence of God” there emanated from that 
humble source a beneficent influence which 
has endured through the centuries. 

Flying high has always an appeal. The ex- 
perience of it must be exhilarating. The 
plaudits of observers, the hero worship which 
it wakes, and the sense of achieving the un- 
usual undoubtedly are attractive. But all this 
is only possible after arduous toil and prepa- 
ration, and is made possible by the faithful 
labors of inconspicuous workers in medioc- 
rity. At last it may be found that the world’s 
greatest benefactors are those whose names 
are never known. 

While we accord all honor to the self-sac- 
rificing labors of foreign missionary heroes it 
may well be that he who adjudges not as man 
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judges may accord equal honors to unknown 
but self-denying souls in the homeland whose 
prayers and sacrifices have made possible the 
conquests of the cross in far-away lands 
under these valiant leaders. 

How often it has happened that some un- 
known but faithful laborer has been used of 
God to awaken one who later has become a 
mighty power! It is related that a minister 


in Scotland, faithful to his message, preached 
once to a discouragingly small audience. 
There was no visible evidence of any results. 
But in the audience was a lad who decided to 
give his allegiance to Christ. 
was David Livingstone. 


That youth 
In the community 


Approaching the ninth green on the Northfield golf course. 
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that service was without significance, but if) 
the Christian world it was epochal! 


Gift Subscription Fund. | 


Contributions are invited to send this maga-- 
zine free to missionaries and in special cases.| 
Many requests reach our office. Contribucaaa 
Subscriptions are $2 a year, but any sum, small! 
or large, will be welcome. | 


21318. .$5 00 21321..$1 10 21323..$3 0@) 
21319.. 1 50 21322.. 5 00 
Sir Wilfred Grenfell’s Work in Labrador. | 
31320 Aa': Baw cee ECE ee $1 50) 


Mrs. Dan Crawford’s Work in Congo Belge, , 
Africa. 
21324..$5 00 


21325..$2 00 21326..$100 00) 


From Isaiah to the Exile. 


April 7, 1929. 
The Ministry of Isaiah. 


Isaiah 6; 7; 20; 38. Lesson portion— 
65 1-83 ©20. 1 25 38) 1-5, 


We have three lessons on Isaiah this 
month. What may we learn of the man and 
prophet, of his ministry and teaching? Shall 
we first read the whole book through to 
prepare ourselves for our lessons? Dr. 
Meyer’s Daily Notes on later pages are in 
Isaiah just now. 


) 
Prophetic Teaching and Leadership of Judah: | 
| 


The passages selected for today give, first, 
a vision and call, chapter 6. Chapter 7 con- 
cerns the foreign policy of King Ahaz, and 
Isaiah’s attitude to it. He advised complete 
neutrality on the part of Judah, trusting in 
God. Chapter 20 relates to another crisis in 
foreign affairs, symbolizing the captivity of 
Egypt and Ethiopia by Assyria. Chapter 38 
shows Isaiah in contact with King Hezekiah 
when the latter was nigh unto death and his 
kingdom was threatened by Assyria. 

We learn, then, that Isaiah’s life and 


i} career spanned four reigns in Judah, from 
) King Uzziah to King Hezekiah, previous to 
700 B. C. He was active as adviser in state 
} affairs as well as prophet. He spoke for 
) God by symbolic act and by sign as well as 
} by voice. His message was always an ex- 
# hortation to implicit and exclusive trust in 
| Jehovah, keeping free from entangling for- 
@ eign alliances as a nation. 


) Vision and call, 6. 1-8. 
} Little is known of Isaiah’s early history. 
} We do not know whether this experience 
# was his first call, or a deepening of his spir- 
J itual life and a commission for new service. 
) He may have had visions before (1.1, etc.), 
but he had not seen the Lord. 
| At the time that the great earthly mon- 
arch King Uzziah died an outcast leper, 
| about 750 B. C., Isaiah saw the king eternal. 
The material symbols of the Temple blazed 
with their spiritual significance as Isaiah 
@ worshiped. “The vision is but the service 
yj in a Temple transfigured” (A. B. David- 
son). 
} The first impression was of the Lord’s 
} majesty,—seated upon a throne. From the 
m seraphim he learnt the holiness of Jehovah 
of hosts and what worship in heaven means. 
®# Even unfallen beings cover their faces in 
the presence of a holy God. 

The effect of the vision was to convict 
him of sinfulness and sink him in despair. 
With the sense of his own need came a reali- 
zation of the need of others. 

Notice that the live coal was not to touch 
his lips with oratorical power, as the refer- 
ence usually implies when we pray for a 
preacher. It was for cleansing and forgive- 
ness in anticipation of his life as prophet. 
The lips were touched because Isaiah had 
just confessed his unclean lips. 

After such an experience what other re- 

/ sponse could a man make to God’s interroga- 
‘tion (not a peremptory call,) but ‘Send 
'me”’? He has a testimony to give regarding 
the majesty and holiness of God, his glory 
\} and his anger against sin. He has reached 
) the end of self in his deep sense of need, but 
he has been cleansed and forgiven, so he is 
i} an eager volunteer to meet the needs of 
others, in full consecration without knowing 
1 what is before him. 
f We need the vision of God in Christ to- 
i day. Without it we have not had our su- 
} preme experience, nor have we the highest 
4 testimony to give. One who sees God is 
# never the same afterward. 


Messages to King Hezekiah, 38. 1-5. 

A characteristic incident in Isaiah’s 
prophetic ministry! He comes to the king 
with a “Thus saith the Lord,”—a notifica- 
tion of death and exhortation to set his 
house in order: a wise thing for every man 
) to do without waiting for imminent death! 

4) Now the Old Testament view of pious He- 
6) brews was that long life in the Promised 
i} Land was the sign and reward of God’s 
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favor for obedience to his law. Hence 
Hezekiah’s distress (he was 39 years old, 
2 Chronicles 29.1), leading him to turn his 
face to the wall for private prayer, in which 
he pleaded his righteous life: why should he 
be cut off? 

God heard his prayer and sent Isaiah with 
a further message: an extension of his life 
by 15 years and deliverance from King Sen- 
nacherib’s impending attack. 


Is there an Isaiah in your class, ready for 
God’s call to holiness and service? 

Golden Memory Text—Then I said, Here 
am I: send me! Isaiah 6.8. 


April 14, 1929. 


Hezekiah Leads His People 
Back to God. 


2 Chronicles 30. Lesson portion, 1-9, 25-27. 


The story of Hezekiah’s reign begins with 
chapter 29 which the teacher ought to read. 
Though his father Ahaz was one of the 
worst kings Judah ever had (read 28. 22- 
25), Hezekiah was one of the best. Perhaps 
his mother was the secret of his upright 
character: her name was Abijah, “My Fa- 
ther is Jah.” And Isaiah? 

One of his first acts was to undo his fa- 
ther’s desecration of the Temple by opening 
its doors, repairing them, restoring the 
priests and Levites to their functions, and 
cleansing the Temple. He recognized that 
Israel’s distress was due to apostasy from 
God, and he proposed national return to the 
old time religion. 

His next great constructive religious re-, 
form was to revive the Passover, the New 
Year festival commemorating the deliver- 
ance of Israel out of Egypt, their safety 
under the blood of the lamb. 


All Israel was invited, I, 5, 6, 10. 

The northern kingdom as well as Judah. 
Two hundred years had elapsed since Solo- 
mon’s kingdom was divided and the northern 
tribes seceded from Jerusalem both politi- 
cally and religiously. Hezekiah showed 
broad and generous religious statesmanship 
in overlooking the schism and seeking to 
achieve unity before God once more, taking 
advantage of a festival that went back to the 
beginning of Israel as a nation. There is no 
trace of political designs to win the North- 
erners back to the house of David; only the 
worthy effort to win them back to Jehovah. 


Preparations for the Passover, 2-14. 

The date was postponed a month in order 
(1) to allow a sufficient number of the 
priests to sanctify themselves, that they might 
be on hand to perform the necessary duties, 
and (2) to give plenty of time for Hezekiah’s 
invitation to be spread abroad, and for the 
people to come to Jerusalem. Such post- 
ponement was provided for in Numbers 9. 
10, 11. There was no let-down of the cere- 
monial requirements, but Hezekiah was wise 
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enough to seek a convenient date for the 
celebration. 

The royal proclamation combined appeal 
and warning. “With the skill born of in- 
tense desire to draw the long-parted king- 
doms together, the message touches on 
ancestral memories, recent bitter experiences, 
yearnings for the captive kinsfolk, the in- 
stinct of self-preservation, and rises at last 
into the clear full faith in, and insight into, 
God’s infinite heart of pardoning pity” (Ma- 
claren). 

But more than the outward ceremony was 
demanded. The people must turn again to 
Jehovah, cease trespassing against him, yield 
unto him, enter his sanctuary, and serve 
him. Cutting loose from sin, yielding to 
God, communion, and consecration to serv- 
ice, are always stages in a genuine evangeli- 
cal conversion. 


Great joy, 25-27. 

The observance of the Passover (15-24) 
resulted in great gladness of heart, so much 
so that the feast was renewed for seven 
days more. 


Is it not a permanent fact that the great 
if not the only hope of genuine social reform 
and progress rests in religious revival? 
When individuals turn from sin to God, and 
serve him, the social effect becomes appar- 
ent. Put religion first! Lord, revive us 
again! 

Golden Memory Text—Jehovah your God 
is gracious and merciful. 2 Chronicles 30.9. 


April 21, 1929. 
Comfort for God’s People. 
Isaiah 40. 1-11. 


The lesson title gives the keynote of the 
section of Isaiah’s book that begins at chap- 
ter 40 and runs to the end of the book (66). 
In what did comfort consist? In a mar- 
velous series of predictive prophecies 
addressed to the exiles as they will be found 
in Babylon, assuring them of return from 
exile and of a glorious future under Mes- 
siah’s rule. These latter prophecies have not 
all been fulfilled yet. 

With the change of theme from the bur- 
den of Isaiah’s earlier ministry—the inevita- 
ble captivity of Judah by Assyria,—there is 
a striking change in literary: style, just as 
there is in any person’s style when he changes 
from gloom to a glorious theme and outlook. 
Our lesson portion, a succession of voices, 
is a specimen of much literary beauty to be 
found in succeeding chapters. 

The portion is permeated with the thought 
of GOD. Nearly every verse has a refer- 
ence to God. Make much of this in your 
teaching! See what high conceptions Isaiah 
had of God! 


Comfort from God, I, 2. 


A threefold declaration of grace ad- 
dressed to the heart of Jerusalem: Judah’s 


period of service in captivity accomplished, 
her guilt paid in full, her sins amply pun- 
ished. 

Preparation for Jehovah’s coming, 3-5. 


A second element of comfort! : ' 
John the Baptist said he was this voice, 


John 1.23: which shows that the prophecy | 


reaches forward to Jesus Messiah. 


The figure of speech—if it is a figure, and » 


not literal__means the preparation of heart 


and mind to receive Messiah, whose glory ' 


Oe 


} 
} 
i 
) 
4 
| 


should be revealed on a worldwide scope. — 


Heart preparation is necessary for spiritual 
experiences. 
Man's frailty and God’s stability, 6-8. 

“All flesh” is again included. Israel’s 
hope—and ours,—is founded on the eternal 
word of God. 

Good tidings, 9-IT. 
In what do they consist? In the coming 


of God, mighty and triumphant as a ruler, | 


yet tender as a shepherd. 


| 
| 
| 


Comfort in the New Testament is asso- 


ciated with our Lord’s second coming in 1 
Thessalonians 4.18 and 5. 11. 


Golden Memory Text—As one whom his | 


mother comforteth, so will I comfort you! 
Isaiah 66. 13. 


April 28, 1929. 
The Suffering Servant of Jehovah. 
Isaiah 52. 13:to 53212: 
The Ethiopian treasurer was reading this 


passage in Isaiah (Acts 8.27) when Philip © 


joined him and asked: 

“Understandest thou what thou readest?” 

“How can I except some one should guide 
me?” was the answer. 

We need the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
to understand this passage in anything like 
its fulness and application. 

It is a difficult passage, dramatic in style, 
controversial in interpretation. The English 
of the King James version is obscure in 
places. Any of the recent versions makes 
better sense of the original. 

Remember the setting of this prophecy! 


The nation will have been destroyed, and 


Judah captive in Babylon, the 70 years of 
penal exile not yet ended. But Isaiah 
prophesies restoration of a remnant under 
God’s favor. 

There is little profit discussing in class 
the theories as to who was the servant of 
Jehovah. Set the historic career of Jesus of 
Nazareth from incarnation to resurrection, 
and especially from Gethsemane to Calvary, 
over against the prophetic picture and see 
how they fit each other in all points! See- 
ing is believing in the matter of fulfilled 
prophecy. Meditate prayerfully and grate- 
fully as you study! The passage will shine 
forth as the most glorious evangel in the 
Old Testament. 


The Suffering Servant of Jehovah. 
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|} Besides showing the fulfilment of the 
) prophetic details in Jesus of Nazareth the 
! teacher should make application of the pas- 
} sage by reading ourselves into the “we” and 
) “our” experiences. We can make the lan- 
guage our own. It fits the whole world. 
For purposes of study the passage can be 
i divided into five sections of three verses 
i} each. 
Promised triumph, 52. 13-15. 
} Jehovah is speaker. Note references to 
() Godin the verses that follow: his arm (1), 
his smiting (4), his placing of guilt (6), his 
f purpose (10), his awards of triumph (12). 
| Messiah’s suffering and death were not aim- 
less and fruitless, the result of accident or 


error: they were within the eternal purpose 
} of the triune God. 


Despised, 53. 1-3. 

Unattractive, undesired, avoided, no-ac- 
“count! and why? The Jews expected a 
« conquering king, not such a one as Jesus of 
@ Nazareth. 


WW Suffering, 53. 4-6. 

)} How? For our sickness and pains, smit- 
4 ten by God and humbled, pierced, crushed, 
| chastised, bearing the guilt of us all! 

) This is vicarious and redemptive suffer- 


ing. “Let us go in by the first ‘All,’” said 
one, “and come out by the second ‘AII’!” 


Slain, 53. 7-9. 

Suffering violence and injustice in silent 
resignation ere he makes atonement—for our 
transgressions by his death, sinless though 
he was! 

In the previous verse the figure was a 
straying, wilful sheep. Here is the figure of 
doomed, submissive sheep. 


Exalted, 53. 10-12. 

The picture brightens! All has not been 
in vain. There is the background of afflic- 
tion and burden-bearing, of atoning sacrifice 
and death, but “Therefore” there is also 
new life, posterity, the pleasure of Jehovah 
prospering, personal satisfaction, righteous- 
ness for many, the promised awards of tri- 
umph,—all of which is being fulfilled today! 


At what cost was our salvation secured! 
How great was our need! 

The Christian believer may fill up that 
which is lacking of the afflictions of Christ, 
Colossians 1, 24. 

Christ came to serve. Service is the badge 
of greatness and priority among his disci- 
ples. Matthew 20.26, 27. 

Golden Memory Text—With his stripes 
we are healed. Isaiah 53. 5. 


Mrs. Ida Q. Moulton. 
“Thank God I have a Bible!” said an 


Using the Bible as a Daily Guide. 


‘Y Psalm 19.7-11; Romans 15.4-7; Hebrews 4. 12. 
April 7, 1929. 


Tue Diary or A BIBLE. 


Monday. Cleaning day. The feather duster 
brushed me lightly as it passed, raising 
such a cloud of dust that I was choked 

j with it. 

‘} Tuesday. My leaves are now a flower-press 
for Sister Sally’s dance corsage. 

Wednesday. Prayer meeting night. Grand- 
mother read a few of my verses, and a 

i tear spotted a page. 

4 Thursday. My leather binding was scorched 

y today by a cigarette. 

Friday. I am weighted down with novels 


laid upon me. They are strange asso- 
ciates for me, these brazen young 
books! 
Saturday. I was tumbled from the table 
today as the children romped through 
| the room. 
i Sunday. I was used today. Mrs. Jones 


made Bobby read the Sunday school 
lesson from me. He reads, it seems, 
with amazing speed! 
How can a Bible with such use become a 
| guide? 


aged saint upon her deathbed. “What 
should I have done without my Bible? It 
was the guide of my youth, it has been the 
staff of my old age. It has wounded me, 
and it has healed me. It condemned me, and 
it acquitted me. It showed me I was a sin- 
ner, and it led me to the Saviour. It has 
given me comfort through life, and it gives 
me hope in death.” 
* * * * * 


A certain collector of etchings has among 
them the leaning tower of Pisa. For some 
time he noticed that it persisted in hanging 
crooked, though he straightened it every 
morning. At last he spoke to the maid about 
its lopsided condition. 

“Why,” said she in surprise, “I have to 
hang it crooked to make the tower sit 
straight!” 

Did you ever know a person or sect read- 
ing the Bible crooked in order to justify 
their own actions and beliefs? 


K K aK * * 


The wife of a sceptic became converted, 
and read the Bible with seeming pleasure. 
The scoffer husband said to her one day: 

‘Tt’s all bosh! Tl give you enough of 
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that. I’ll read that Bible to you every day 
till you are sick of it.” 

Day after day when he came home from 
work he read the Bible chapter after chap- 
ter, compelling his wife to sit by his side 
and listen. 

After finishing the 3d chapter of John he 
burst into tears and said: 

“Wife, wife, I am a poor lost sinner! 
Won’t you pray for me?” 

They knelt. God forgave. The sceptic 
became a humble follower of the lowly 
Nazarene. 


Bible Messages Needed Today. 


Matthew 16.24; John 3.16; Isaiah 55. 1-3, 6, 7. 
April 14, 1929. 


When Prof. Curie announced the discov- 
ery of radium men marveled and declared it 
to be unlike anything yet known because of 
its constant impartation of energy without 
loss of strength. And yet, think of the 
ceaseless impartation of the Word of God 
to the saving of souls that has been given 
for ages, without loss of vitality! 

The need of the ages is the same today. 


* * * * * 


A noted orator tells us that when some 
one asked Charles Dickens for the most 
pathetic story in literature he answered: 

“The Prodigal Son.” 

When another asked Coleridge for the 
richest passage in literature he pointed to 
the first sixteen verses of the fifth chapter 
of Matthew. 

Daniel Webster said the greatest legal di- 
gest of statute law on the brotherhood of 
Hae was the Sermon on the Mount. Said 

e: 

“Tf there be anything in my style or 
thought to be commended, the credit is due 
to my kind parents, who instilled in my 
mind an early love of the Bible.” 

Such testimonies from great men on Bi- 
ble messages ought to carry great weight. 

* * * * * 


“Blessed are the peace-makers!”’ How 
much we need the Bible messages of peace! 

A great concourse of people was follow- 
ing a country minister to his last resting 
place. The officiating clergyman. asked a 
farmer the secret of such a following, nearly 
a mile long. The farmer replied: 

“Our parson wasn’t much of a preacher, 
but he was a wonderful man to make peace 
between neighbors.” 

The spiritual forces let loose by the peace- 
makers cannot be overestimated. “On the 
whole,” says one, “they are on the side of 
the angels,” and that is why “theirs is the 
kingdom of heaven.” 

* * * * * 


caer Morgan in one of his addresses 
said: 

“You need not give your children the Bi- 
ble bound in morocco. I have four boys. 


Three are ordained ministers, the fourth is 
going to be in a year or two. How did they 
get their Bible? They got it bound ar- 
dently and beautifully in mother, and they 
had it bound perhaps a little more coarsely 
moa. 

Holy living of the Word is the greatest 
need of today. Christ spoke no messages 
that were not bound in his life, and that is 
why his messages are powerful today. 


The Wonder of the Bible. 


Isaiah 55. 8-13; Matthew 5.17-19; 2 Peter 1. 19- 
21... "April 21,7 1929; 


Its regenerating power will always be a 
marvel to humanity. 

Two sisters were separated for a few 
years. One came under the influence of the 
Bible through the family altar in a Chris- 
tian home, and became a Christian. When 
she returned to the paternal home the other 
sister said to her: 

“T do not know what is the matter with 
you, but you are a great deal easier to live 
with than you used to be!” 


* * XK * * 


“What warrant have you to read the Bible 
for yourself?” demanded a priest of a new 
convert to Christianity. 

“Och!” was the answer, “I’ve a search 
warrant. The Book says, Search the 
Scriptures: they are they which testify of 
me!” 

One abiding wonder of the Bible is its 
individual personal message. Some pas- 
sages which may seem of no importance to 
one person may be of the highest importance 
to another. “It interests all ages from 
childhood to old age. Children love its 
stories. Age relies on its comfort and 
promises.” 


* * * * * 


The wonder of its message of the love of 
God, as one said, “is revolutionary.” 

In an interview between Henry George 
and Cardinal Manning the former said: 

“T love God because I love people.” 

To which Manning replied: “And I love 
people because I love God.” 

“We,” said General Booth, “are moral 
scavengers, netting the very sewers. We 
want all we can get, but we want the low- 
est of the low, and love gets them.” 


* * * * * 


The Bible is wonderful in that age after 
age it is the inexhaustible powerhouse for 
the achievements of human progress. 

_ Theodore Roosevelt wrote: “Every think- 
ing man realizes what many forget, that the 
teachings of the Bible are so interwoven and 
entwined with our whole civic and social 
life that it would be literally—I do not mean 
figuratively, I mean literally,—impossible 
for us to figure to ourselves what that life 
would be if the Bible teachings were re- 


The Triumph of the Bible on Mission Fields. 
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moved. . . Almost every man who has 
by his life work added to the sum of human 
achievement has based his life work largely 
upon the teachings of the Bible.” 


The Triumphs of the Bible on 
Mission Fields. 


Romans 1.16, 17; 1 Corinthians 1. 17-21. 
April 28, 1929. 


A Korean gambler bought a Bible to sit 
on while gambling, thinking he would win. 
The first night he lost $5, the second $3, and 
then he decided that the Book’s doctrine 
must be against gambling. He began to 
read and found conviction of sin. He is 
now a useful worker in Korea. 

* * * ene 


An educated Chinese said to a mission- 
ary: 
“You told me your Book was ancient. I 
have been reading it,’ and pointing to the 
first chapter of Romans he said, “you your- 
self have written this since you came here 
to live and learn about the Chinaman. How 
did you do it?” 

The missionary explained, and it was not 
long before that educated Chinese became 
an evangelistic pastor. 


Learn a Text a Day. 


A missionary in Africa on one of his tours 
found a Christian far away from the influ- 
ence of civilization. He asked how, sur- 
rounded by heathen, she had kept the flame 
alive. She showed him a little Dutch Testa- 
eo given her when she was a girl, and 
said: 


“That is what keeps the oil burning 
within me!” 
* * * * * 


A Japanese in endeavoring to describe a 
friend of his to an American, seizing a Bi- 
ble, exclaimed : 

“He believes this book very much!” 

Could your friends describe you in like 
manner ? 

* * * * * 


A Filipino in Manila, who assisted in 
translating the Tagalog Bible, gave this 
testimony ; 

“IT became a Christian through reading 
this Bible. When I read, ‘God is a spirit, 
and they that worship him must worship 
him in spirit and in truth,’ I thought wor- 
shiping God through idols must be wrong, 
and from this conclusion I was led on to the 
truth. My people were bitter against me. I 
gave each a Bible and asked them to read it. 
In time they too became Christians.” 


/f = 
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APRIL, 1929. 


Monpay, Ist. Christ, being raised from 
the dead, dieth no more! Romans 6.9. 


It is not all done with Easter Day. “The 
Lord is risen indeed!” We must remember 
that after Easter Christ stays risen. Easter 
joy is one of the things which is never done. 
—Henry Clay Trumbull. 


Tuespay, 2nd. Fear not! I am the first 
and the last! I am he that liveth, and was 
dead, and behold, I am alive for evermore! 
Revelation 1. 17, 18. 

Do you know the commonest command in 
Scripture is “Fear not”? Times without 
number in the Word of God rings out upon 
us, “Thou shalt not be afraid!” For cour- 
age is at the roots of life. It is the soil in 
which every virtue flourishes—George H. 
Morrison. 


Wepnespay, 3rd. Now unto him that ts 
able to do exceeding abundantly above all 
that we ask or think, according to the mighty 
power that worketh in us... . Ephesians 
B.20. 

The ability of God is beyond our prayers, 
beyond our largest prayers. I have been 


thinking of some of the petitions that have 
entered into my supplication innumerable 
times. What have I asked for? I have 
asked for a cupful, and the ocean remains! 
I have asked for a sunbeam, and the sun 
abides! My best asking falls immeasurably 
short of my Father’s giving. It is beyond 
that we can ask.—J. H. Jowett. 


TuurspaAy, 4th. Thou shalt guide me 
with thy counsel, and afterward receive me 
to glory. Psalm 73. 24. 


There is a word for thee, O believer: rest 
thou in it! Happy are we to have God’s 
Word always to guide us.—C. H. Spurgeon. 


Fripay, 5th. He that is faithful in that 
which is least is faithful also in much. Luke 
16. Io. 

God grant that I may live upon this earth 

And face the tasks which every morning brings, 
And never lose the glory and the worth 

Of humble service and the simple things! 

—Edgar A. Guest. 


SATURDAY, 6th. Therefore I take pleasure 
in infirmities, m reproaches, m necessities, n 
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persecutions, in distresses for Christ’s sake: 
for when I am weak, then am I strong! 
2 Corinthians 12. 10. 


The quickest way out of any difficulty or 
trouble is to praise God for it. 


Sunpay, 7th. God forbid that I should 
glory save in the cross of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, by whom the world is crucified unto 
me and I unto the world! Galatians 6. 14. 


Every controversy can be settled at the 
cross, can be completely settled, finally set- 
tled; and no soul will retire from that cen- 
ter saying that he has got an advantage over 
his brother. When Christians meet there 
they will be bowed down in a common peni- 
tence, they will be chastened by a common 
humiliation. The church is an impossibility 
without Christ. We have been unkind, un- 
gracious, uncharitable. Now in sight of the 
bleeding Lamb. of God let us cease to see one 
another’s littlenesses and begin to see one 
another’s excellences!—Joseph Parker. 


Monpay, 8th. Speak, Lord, for 
servant heareth! 1 Samuel 3.9. 


The simple faith which is always quick to 
hear God’s call and to answer, “Speak, Lord, 
for thy servant heareth,” is the faith which 
we should desire and for which we should 
pray. The childhood spirit calls to re- 
search, but research which forgets God as 
revealed in Jesus Christ is bound to go 
_astray. Always, even in the course of our 
most profound study, we should make Sam- 
uel’s prayer our own: “Speak, Lord, for 
thy servant heareth!’—Floyd W. Tomkins. 


TueEsDAY, 9th. Yet man is born to trouble 
as the sparks fly upward. Job 5.7. 

When the musician presses the black keys 
on the great organ the music is as sweet as 
when he touches the white ones, but to get 
the capacity of the instrument he must 
touch them all. 


WeEpDNESDAY, 10th. Again I say unto you, 
That if two of you shall agree on earth as 
touching anything that they shall ask, it 
shall be done for them of my Father which 
is in heaven. Matthew 18. 19. 

It is when believing, praying souls are led 
by the Spirit into true accord that the 
Lord’s promise applies. They are led into 
such fellowship through the Spirit as to 
pray at the same time for the same object — 
A. T. Pierson. 


Tuurspay, llth. J must work the works 
of him that sent me while it is day. The 
mght cometh when no man can work. John 
9. 4. 

Each morning sees some task begun, 

Each evening sees its close; 

Something attempted, something done, 

Has earned a night’s repose. 
—Long fellow. 

Fripay, 12th. And the peace of God that 
passeth all understanding shall guard your 


thy 


hearts and your minds through Christ Je- 
sus. Philippians 4. 7. 

“The peace of God which passeth all un- 
derstanding shall garrison your hearts and 
your minds in Christ Jesus.” That is, we 
are in Christ Jesus. Christ Jesus is around 
us. Our circumstances have changed, our 
circumstances have become Christ Jesus, 
and before the foes of our happiness can get 
at us they must go through Christ—James 
Ty Vance? 


SATURDAY, 13th. 
us. I Peter 2, 21. 


The amazing thing about our Saviour’s 
sufferings was that they were entirely unde- 
served. 
wrongfully, as those poor slaves so often 
had to do, and he touched the bleeding 
wounds of the Lord Jesus. Here was a 
glorious avenue for fellowship! They 
shared in the experience of the Lord— 
George H. Morrison. 


Sunpay, 14th. I have called you friends. 
John 15. 15. 


Suppose you had lived in Galilee in our 


Christ also suffered for — 


Once let anyone have to suffer 


Lord’s day, would he have made you one of | 


his friends ? 
of your friends? 


Would you have made him one | 
When chilled at heart and | 


thrown back upon himself at home, would © 
Jesus have sought you out till he felt him- 


self warmed and comforted and restored as 
he walked the sands of the Sea of Gennesaret 
with you?—Alexander Whyte. 


Monpnay, 15th. The grass withereth, the 
flower fadeth, because 
Lord bloweth upon it. Ismah 40. 7. 


The Lord breathes, and some things are 
withered. The wind of the Spirit creates an 
atmosphere in which some things are de- 
stroyed. That is a note of the gospel in 
which I rejoice. The word that quickens 
the spiritual withers that which is carnal.— 
J. H. Jowett. 


the spirit of the ' 


Tuespay, 16th. Let us hold fast the pro-— 


fession of our faith without wavering: for 
he is faithful that promised! Hebrews Io. 
23. 

How can God say “No” to something he 
has promised ? 


WEDNESDAY, 17th. 
Matthew 6. Io. 


Lord, when we pray, “Thy kingdom come!’ 
Then fold our hands without a care 

For souls whom thou hast died to save, 
We do but mock thee with our prayer! 


Tuourspay, 18th. Thou openest thine 
hand, and satisfiest the desire of every living 
thing. Psalm 145. 16. 

Desire,—it is a dainty word! It were 
much that he should satisfy the need, the 
want, but he goeth far beyond that. Pity is 
moved to meet our need, duty may some- 
times look after our wants, but to satisfy 


Thy kingdom come! 


| the desire implies a tender watchfulness, a 
} sweet and gracious knowledge of us, an 
| eagerness of blessing—Mark Guy Pearse. 


Fripay, 19th. And David said in his 
) heart, I shall now perish one day by the hand 
) of Saul. 1 Samuel 27. 1. 

| He should have argued from what God 
@ had done for him that God would be his de- 
§ fender still. But is it not in just the same 
) way that we doubt God’s help ?—C. H. Spur- 
} geon. 


SaturpDay, 20th. And the Lord said, 
Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath desired to 
have you that he may sift you as wheat: but 
) I have prayed for thee, that thy faith fail 

|) not! Luke 22. 31, 32. 

Christ communing with his Father con- 
* cerning Simon Peter! What a mystery, 
# and yet what a revelation of divine love! 
4 The blessed Trinity conferring together in 
{ infinite compassion concerning us! To know 
that Christ cares, that our Father knows,— 
i surely such faith can hold when all of hu- 
man support fails!—Floyd W. Tomkins. 


Sunpay, 2lst. Come unto me, all ye that 

| labor and are heavy laden, and I will give 
§ you rest! Matthew 11. 28. 

My God and Father, who dost promise 
rest to the weary and peace to the troubled 
heart, I thank thee for this sabbath of rest! 
@ Grant that I may have this day not only rest 
‘) to my body, but rest also to my soul! In 
_ quiet and confidence renew my strength! 
4@ Still for me the fever of life, and in thy 
presence afford me escape from all anxiety 
for the morrow! Suffer me to go apart 
from the throng and the noise of the world, 
and rest awhile! In Jesus’ name. 


Monpay, 22nd. Whereby are given unto 
i us exceeding great and precious promises, 
| that by these ye might be partakers of the 
| divine nature. 2 Peter I. 4. 

- Covenant blessings are not meant to be 
looked at only, but to be appropriated. Even 
# our Lord Jesus is given to us for our pres- 
ent use. Dost thou make use of Christ as 
thou oughtest to do? 


Tuespay, 23rd. When thou saidst, Seek 
4% ye my face, my heart said unto thee, Thy 
W face, Lord, will I seek! Psalm 27.8. 
God always speaks first. We find the Sav- 
§ iour because he has first sought and found 
that which was lost. : 


)  Wepnespay, 24th. Seeing, then, that we 
# have a great high priest, . . . . Jesus, the 
8 Son of God, let us hold fast our profession. 
) .. . . Let us therefore come boldly unto the 
\ throne of grace that we may obtain mercy 
) and find grace to help in time of need! He- 
) brews 4. 14, 16. 

Brother, are you fainting in prayer? Look 
up! Your blessed Advocate has already 
claimed your answer, and you would grieve 
4) and disappoint him if you were to give up 
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the conflict in the moment when victory is 
on its way to meet you.—A. B. Simpson. 


Tuurspay, 25th. Watch, therefore, for 
ye know not what hour your Lord doth 
come! Matthew 24. 42. 

That morn shall break as others break, 
But ere another day shall dawn 
Where two were grinding one is left, 
Where two were sleeping one is gone. 
“Behold, he comes!” the Spirit saith: 
O earth, earth, earth, the message hear! 
O blind and deaf, the sign discern: 
Redeem the hours, the time is near! 
—Annie Johnson Flint. 


Fripay, 26th. These things have I spoken 
unto you that my joy might remain in you 
and that your joy might be full. John 15. 11. 


_ Take heed that nothing robs you of that 
joy which the Lord bequeathed to his own, 
and without which you will be hindered in 
prayer. If you are not able to rejoice in the 
Lord and be grateful for all his benefits, en-’ 
deavor to find the cause and quickly remove 
it! It will generally be found in unbelief or 
in unconfessed sin—Norman H. Camp. 


_ SATURDAY, 27th. He went out, not know- 
ing whither he went. Hebrews 11.8. 


Too many of us want to see our way 
through before starting new enterprises. If 
we could and did, from whence would come 
the development of our Christian graces? 


Sunpay, 28th. And the rest, some on 
boards, some on broken pieces of the ship. 
And so it came to pass that they escaped all 
safe to land. Acts 27. 44. 


The marvelous story of Paul’s voyage to 
Rome, with its trials and triumphs, is a fine 
pattern of the lights and shades of the way 
of faith all through the story of human life. 
The remarkable feature of it is the hard and 
narrow places which we find intermingled 
with God’s inost extraordinary interpositions 
and providences. 


Monpay, 29th. They that go down to the 
sea in ships, that do business in great waters, 
these see the works of the Lord, and his 
wonders in the deep. Psalm 107. 23, 24. 

Remember that we have no more faith at 
any time than we have in the hour of trial! 
All that will not bear to be tested is mere 
carnal confidence. Fair-weather faith is no 
faith—C. H. Spurgeon. 


Tuespay, 30th. How precious also are 
thy thoughts unto me, O God! How great 
is the sum of them! .... When I awake 
IT am still with thee. Psalm 139. 17, 18. 


There is nothing to prevent us from open- 
ing our solitude to God. 


Dr. G. Campbell Morgan is taking the Cal- 
vary Presbyterian pulpit in San Francisco 
every Sunday till May 26. Weekdays he 
visits different towns for Bible lectures. 
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Monday, ist. Isaiah 32. 


Verses 1 and 2. There is but one being 
wearing the semblance of our humanity that 
can fulfil Isaiah’s forecast. Surely in that 
hour when society seemed unable to hold to- 
gether, and when the Assyrian conqueror 
was the menace of order, safety and prosper- 
ity, it was a heaven-born faith that beheld 
another type of manhood which would ulti- 
mately prevail. There is one blessed Man, 
whom we know and love, who meets this 
threefold portraiture. We know him not 
simply as a sublime forecast, but as our per- 
sonal friend. Is the tempest of temptation 
and trial threatening to engulf you? He 
will be a hiding-place. Put him between 
yourself and the wildest storm that ever 
swept the earth! Have the sources of 
thirst-quenching love, the friends and lovers 
of earlier days, passed away? Jesus Christ 
will be rivers of water in a dry place! Is 
life weary, the sirocco scorching, and the 
languor overpowering? Listen to his call 
that you should come to him and rest be- 
neath his shadow! And then be sure in 
your small way to give covert, quench thirst, 
and meet every kind of need for those 
around you! In this may our lives resemble 
his in miniature! 

Verses 3-8. Too often we are misled in 
our classifications of the people with whom 
we have to do. The crowd runs after those 
who shout the loudest and make the most 
extravagant professions. Many words have 
been misapplied, such as gentleman, or 
Christian, or right honorable. Be not mis- 
led by them! Do not show yourself obse- 
quious, or fawn upon them! Dare to expose 
hypocrisy! Like Mordecai refuse to bow 
down before Haman! Let your own life 
be transparent, and then do not envy those 
whose life is sordid and mean! 

Verses 9-20. In this paragraph Isaiah 
deals with the women of that stormy time, 
when dissolution of society seemed imminent. 
In chapter 3 he had stressed their vanity, 
but here he charges them with the thought- 
lessness of the imminence of danger. They 
were possessed by a false optimism, refused 
to face the evil or peril of the hour, and 
slept the fatal sleep which afterwards beset 
the five foolish virgins. The only optimism, 
Isaiah insists, is that which awaits the out- 
pouring of the Holy Spirit. 

O heavenly Father, thou alone art our true 


hope and deliverance! We therefore pray 
thee to send us a revival of pure and un- 
defiled religion, that wildernesses may be 
transformed into fruitful fields, and God’s 
people dwell in quiet resting-places. Blessed 
Emmanuel, we come to thee for rest! 


Tuesday, 2nd. Isaiah 33. 


This chapter reveals the spirit in which 
Hezekiah and Isaiah awaited the Assyrian 
invasions. 


In verses 1-6 we hear the chant of the Le- 


vite choirs in the Temple. It was true that 
the enemy was making spoil of the land. 
The people were fleeing, and the treacherous 

Assyrian was acting treacherously; but Je- 

hovah would certainly interfere, and become 

ee champion and defender in the supreme 
our. 

Verses 7-12. We see the terrible effect of 
the enemy’s advance, the deserted thorough- 
fares and the devastated fields. Bashan, 
Sharon and Carmel are stripped of their 
beauty. The country mourns. 

Verses 13-16. This paragraph is specially 
sublime. How terribly it has been misread 
and misunderstood! It should be compared 
with Psalms 15 and 24. These “everlasting 
burnings” and this “devouring fire’ are not 
punitive, but cleansing and preservative. 
They do not refer to sinners, but to cleanse 
and comfort saints. Those dwell within a 
cordon of flame who walk righteously and 
speak uprightly. The everlasting burnings 
are for the comfort and protection of those 
who will not accept bribes, or listen to the 
plottings of blood, or allow their eyes to 
dwell on evil. 

What a beautiful thought is here! Our 
God is a consuming fire. We live and walk 
in his protecting presence. As Nebuchad- 
nezzar could not lay his hands on the three 
young men who refused to bow to his golden 
image, we may live day by day within the 
cordon of God’s holy keeping. Oh for 
purity so chaste and holiness so holy that we 
may dwell in God! And if we really live in 
the fire of his love, how safe, how happy we 
shall be! 

We can imagine Isaiah coming on a group 
of citizens lamenting that there was no river 
around the city, as in many of the ancient 
capitals, which would intercept the scal- 
ing ladders of Sennacherib’s attack. The 
prophet becomes indignant in his protest. 


“We need no river,” he cries, “because the 
glorious Lord will environ our walls with 
» his own presence. He will be our defence, 
f and the streams of his careful love will 
i} presently even water our gardens. Judge, 
) lawgiver, and king, he will save us.” 

So it befell! The Assyrian army per- 
ished in a night, and the poorest, weakest, 
/ lamest of the citizens was able to fill his 
* arms with the abundant spoil of the camp. 


) Lord Jesus, we are lame and helpless, but 
) thou art our judge, lawgiver, and king, and 
} we fly to the protection of thy arms! Give 
| us safety, peace, and spoil, that we may not 
‘only be kept in the hour of trial, but be- 
come more than conquerors by thy grace! 


Wednesday, 3rd. Isaiah 34. 


} . In these terrible verses we have the divine 
} judgment on Edom, which throughout Scrip- 
ture stands for the indulgence of passion. 
1 We remember the old story. One day 
» Jacob was standing over the caldron of sa- 
vory pottage. The appetizing odor appealed 
to Esau, faint with hunger. It suddenly oc- 
} curred to Jacob that this was his opportu- 
nity to win the spiritual leadership of their 
& clan. Esau had no use for it, and the bar- 
@ gain was closed. He ate and drank, and 
§ went his way. Long afterwards we read 
| those grave words of Hebrews 12.16, “For 
f one morsel of meat he sold his birthright, 
@ that profane person!” 

' Throughout history and Scripture Esau’s 
iE choice and its doom have been the warning 
% beacon against that indulgence of appetite. 
| The final choice may be momentary, but it 
§ indicates temperament, the habit of the soul, 
# the latent tendency of the heart. These sud- 
@ denly reveal themselves in one act or word. 
fi One mess of pottage, one moment’s unbridled 
4} passion, one afternoon’s saunter, a question 
} and an answer, a movement or a look! Any 
one of these may settle the soul’s destiny, 
but each is the result of an inward habit of 
mind which simply reveals itself as it crys- 
} tallizes in a word, a choice, an act. Oh 
guard your heart with all diligence, because 
‘} decisions are forming there which will de- 
* termite all your future! Sow a thought, 
f and you reap an act! Sow an act, and you 
-reap character! Sow character, and you 
} reap destiny! 
} From the hour when the twins struggled 
W for birth there was open war or burning 
tf hate between these two. Each exulted in 
) the other’s misfortunes. Israel, conscious of 
@ his spiritual calling and ministry to the 
} world, looked down with something like 
i} contempt on his brother; and Esau took 


+ remember that our attitude towards the 
| vindictiveness of Edom’s modern equivalents 
is taught in our Lord’s silence before Herod 
*| the Edomite and his men of war. 
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Lord Jesus, thou hast taught us to deny the 
flesh with its affections and lusts, and to live 
im the Spirit! Thou knowest the keenness 
of the conflict in our hearts and homes and 
the world. Enable us, we pray thee, to deny 
the flesh and overcome the world, that 
through the grace of the Holy Spirit we 
may not become castaways! 


Thursday, 4th. Isaiah 35. 


This beautiful chapter describes Israel’s 
return from captivity. Isaiah beheld it from 
the distance of years, but is there not a sense 
in which we may appropriate it for that 
homeward journey which shall one day land 
us as pilgrims in the Father’s house? 

The first two verses tell of what our life 
may mean to the world. Here is an apt de- 
scription of the work of our missionary 
agencies, which most certainly are making 
wildernesses and solitary places glad. Look 
where you will through the world, and you 
will find traces of the glory of the Lord and 
the excellency of our God. 

The subsequent verses tell of our pilgrim- 
age to God’s heaven. What miracles have 
taken place in ourselves! We have ex- 
changed weakness for strength and feeble- 
ness for staying power. Our eyes are 
opened and our ears unstopped. Through 
the teaching and indwelling of the Holy 
Spirit we have learnt, and are daily learning, 
things that eye hath not seen nor the heart 
of man conceived. We are on the home 
track! Every day brings us nearer the 
many mansions of the Father’s home. We 
no longer limp, and our tongue has learnt to 
sing the songs of Zion. Is this not true? 
Once we looked back, and down, and around. 
There were the fear of our enemy and the 
hesitation of the soul at accepting God’s 
gifts, but all that has passed. Since we have 
entrusted our lives, our problems, our temp- 
tations to Jesus, the mirage (R. V. margin) 
no longer disappoints with promises it can- 
not fulfil, and the wilderness is made fertile 
with the waters of his love and the sunshine 
of his presence. Even the deserts of our 
lives may become green with springtide 
beauty. 

When we are walking day by day in holi- 
ness, ie, in perpetual surrender to the 
Spirit of God (1) we find the road unmis- 
takably plain. The wayfaring man, though 
a fool, does not err therein; (2) We are 
secure from harm. No lion molests us; (3) 
We shall arrive safely with garlands of 
glory entwined about our heads. Sorrow 
and sighing may accompany us so far as the 
first glimpse of the city of God. Weary we 
often are. Sometimes we are nearly at our 
wits’ end. But see, fellow-pilgrim, silhou- 
etted against the Western sky is the city of 
God! Let us hasten towards it, greeting it 
from afar! 

Give us, O Lord, trustful hearts that we 
may not be depressed or overwhelmed by 
the depressions or anxieties of life! May 
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we remember that we are pilgrims and 
strangers, and that the prepared mansions 
and the loving welcome await us m the Jeru- 
salem which 1s above! 


Friday, 5th. Isaiah 36. 


Rabshakeh was a clever diplomatist. His 
mastery of Hebrew enabled him to appeal to 
the crowds who gathered on the walls of 
the city to hear the conversation between 
himself and Eliakim. It was a clever ad- 
dress. He suggested that Hezekiah had for- 
feited the help of heaven by his devastations 
of the altars to various deities. He ridi- 
culed the idea that Egypt could render any 
help. He compared the slender army that 
Hezekiah could put on the ground with the 
mighty Assyrian battalions; and finally con- 
trasted the corn and grapes, the gardens and 
orchards which they might enjoy with the 
barrenness and straitness to which they were 
being reduced by Hezekiah’s obstinate re- 
sistance. When the Jewish diplomats begged 
him to speak in the Syrian tongue, which 
they understood, he haughtily refused, and 
continued to address the lower classes of the 
population. 

How different was Hezekiah’s spirit of 
absolute faith and confidence in God, who 
was pledged to save his people. The con- 
flict has been well described as a parable of 
the everlasting struggle between faith and 
force. Stay to ponder the sublimity of this 
picture of the worldwide and everlasting 
conflict between Satan and Emmanuel! The 
kings of the earth take counsel, but he who 
abides in God knows that force shall not 
prevail, but that they who trust in the Lord 
are as Mount Zion that shall not be removed. 
How little did Rabshakeh anticipate the fu- 
ture when the mighty city and empire for 
which he spoke would become a desolation, 
whilst Jerusalem would become the center 
and capital of the world’s hope and life! 

Are not these features repeating them- 
selves today? On the one hand we have the 
criticism and threatening of false philoso- 
’ phy and a self-confident agnosticism which 
threatens our Christian hope, whilst on the 
other we have the quiet faith of God’s elect, 
who know that their defence is pledged. 
This God is our God for ever and ever, and 
he will watch his word to perform it! 

Keep our hearts in perfect peace, O Spirit 
of Christ, that we may not tremble for the 
ark of God! We know that though heaven 
and earth pass away thy word of promise 
shall be absolutely fulfilled, according to 
our Lord’s faithful word. Teach us how 
to cash thy promises of a living faith! 


Saturday, 6th. Isaiah 37. 1-20. 

When Rabshakeh’s words were reported 
to Hezekiah he did two things. His first 
resort was the Temple. Here was a crisis in 
which Jehovah was deeply concerned, and 
for which his interference and_ salvation 


might be safely counted upon. Israel, with 
all her sins and divisions, was still his peo- 
ple. The psalms of David were chanted con- 
tinually within those sacred courts. The 
promises made to the fathers could not 
be canceled. God’s honor was implicated. 
Nevertheless, the message sent to Isaiah re- 
vealed his inability to believe that God could 
and would actually deliver. It seemed in- 
credible that an unseen force could meet, 
vanquish and save in so urgent a material 
menace. 

We also have our beautiful conceptions of 
God’s saving help when the sun shines, but 
may we trust his promises to materialize in 
the hour of direst necessity? Will he do 


exactly and literally all that he has prom- 


ised? Will his promises be actualized in 
fact? The children of faith and hope come 
to the birth, but it seems almost impossible 
for them to see the light. 

In this case, however, in answer to Isa- 
iah’s faith the answer did materialize. The 


advance of the king of Ethiopia compelled | 


Sennacherib to withdraw his troops; but as | 


he did so he sent the boastful message of | 
verses 10-13 to Hezekiah. Most wisely the — 
king laid it before the Lord. Probably many — 


of my readers have done the same in hours 
of crisis. 


Many of us have received letters : 


of threatening, of hate and spite, of defama-_ 
tion and abuse, which the children of this | 


world would answer with pen dipped in 
poison. How much wiser is it to lay the 
open sheet before God, and to ask him to 
deal with it! 

Hezekiah’s prayer was a lofty one. 
God of Israel was the Jehovah of ancient 
revelation, the J AM. Hosts waited on his 
bidding. He was the world’s creator, and 
the cherubim waited to do his will. His ear 
could detect the faintest whisper or sigh. 
His eyes could behold the helplessness of his 
children. 
deemed from Egypt might reckon on being 
saved from Assyria! 

Reckon on thy God, O timid soul! 
enemies are many and strong, but thy God 
is sufficient. 

Lord, teach us to pray! May we keep no 
secrets back from thee; and when our hopes 
are low and our faith small enable us by thy 


grace to believe that thou wilt stay the | 


enemy and avenger, and hide us in the secret 
of thy pavilion from the strife of tongues 
and the malice of our foes! 


Sunday, 7th. Isaiah 37. 21-38. 

Among the great stories of the Bible this 
stands in the front rank. It has often in- 
spired the faith and prayer of God’s peo- 
ple in hours of dire distress. What God has 
done once he can do again. Indeed, the 
songs of the Apocalypse, prepared for the 
redeemed and victorious church, reveal the 
same heroic spirit as animated the great 
prophet Isaiah. It was his heroic faith that 
inspired the king and carried the nation 


Thy . 


The . 


Surely the people whom he re- | 


soning 


I) his soul and be satisfied! 
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through the supreme hour of anguish. It 
seemed as though he had overheard the col- 
loquy in the unseen between the spirit of 
| evil, who inspired the Assyrian attack, and 
4} the divine Spirit. Listen again! “I will de- 
| fend this city, and save it for my own sake, 
} and for my servant David’s sake.” 


| For the Angel of Death spread his wings on the 
blast, 

And breathed in the face of the foe as he passed; 

And the eyes of the sleepers waxed deadly and 


chill, 
And their hearts but once heaved and forever 
grew still. 


The delirium of joy which filled the in- 
‘} habitants of Hezekiah’s kingdom knew no 
) bounds as they pursued the fleeing remnant 
1 of the foe and gathered the spoil of the de- 
serted camps. What an infinite relief to the 
king! How magnificent a tribute to the 
faith of Isaiah! 

Is not all this an encouragement for our- 
selves in these days when the church of 

_ Christ is hard-pressed by the gathered 
') forces of evil? The power of Satan does 
not now expend itself in the fires of martyr- 
dom, or the torture chambers of the Inquisi- 
}) tion, but by the subtle undermining and poi- 
. influences which are abroad and 
‘} which specially menace the coming genera- 
tion. The church of Christ which thrives 
in the days of physical tortme, suffers 


“| greatly when the blight of higher criticism 


) is abroad. Now is the time for our Isaiahs 
f and Hezekiahs to ask the zeal of the Lord 
' once more to burn as at Pentecost and vindi- 
cate his holy Word! May all our altars 
catch that flame! 
O Spirit of God, come to our aid! Put 
forth thy mighty power! Once more come 
as at Pentecost and revive thy work! Once 
more give our Lord to see of the travail of 
In his name. 
| Monday, 8th. Isaiah 38. 
)) The return of the shadow up the steps 

registered the hours of the day by refrac- 
) tion, which is of frequent occurrence as 
when we see ships that actually have passed 
beyond the rim of the horizon. It was 
purely local, 2 Chronicles 32.31. Isaiah saw 
the shadow lying ten degrees further up 
than he expected at that time of day, and 
(| this confirmed his own impression that the 
king would recover. It was as though God 
} had given the king those years to live over 
again. The past was forgiven and wiped 
out, and his failures were cast behind God’s 
) back. 

Hezekiah’s love and gratitude knew no 
bounds. God himself had done it. He had 
» recovered him and caused him to live. He 
4 had recovered his soul out of the pit. His 
1 love had lifted him. And as the result the 
4 restored soul would walk as in a solemn pro- 
+) cession. His goal would be God himself, 
| and every step would be steeped in worship. 


It is startling to turn from this chapter to 
the next and contrast the resolves of the one 
with the sad failure of another, when with 
a childish love of display there was nothing 
which he did not show the delegates from 
Merodach-baladan. We are all subject to 
the same temptation. When we are in sick- 
ness or trial we vow this and the other shall 
be our guiding stars, but when the morning 
ot restored health breaks we lose sight of 
them. It is a warning for us all! 

But how thankful we should be for our 
Christian hope! For the saints of the old 
time death meant “the dark.” “I shall not 
see the Lord,” see also verses 18 and 19. 
How different was Paul’s yearning to be 
with Christ as far better, and the triumphant 
note of the 1 Corinthians 15 and 1 Thessa- 
lonians 4! Something had happened between 
Hezekiah’s outcry and those glorious antici- 
pations. That something was the fact that 
the grave in Joseph’s garden was empty on 
the first day of the week, and that our Lord 
had brought life and immortality to light by 
his own resurrection. If he had not risen 
we should be in Hezekiah’s plight, but now, 
so far from wishing the shadow to return on 
our dial, we reach out our hands to wel- 
come the hour when we shall pass through 
the gate and see him, and greet the beloved 
who: have gone before. 


O glorious Son of God, our Saviour, who 
by thy death hast destroyed death and 
opened the gates of life, because thou livest 
we shall live also! Because thou hast con- 
quered him that had the power of death. 
there is no sting for us, but the abundant 
entrance into the realm of light and song 
and recognition! 


Tuesday, 9th. Isaiah 39. 


To understand this chapter we must re- 
member that a great struggle was on foot 
between Babylon and Nineveh for world su- 
premacy, and Babylon was set on forming an 
alliance of nations against that ancient 
world tyrant. Under cover of a desire to 
congratulate Hezekiah on his recovery an 
embassy arrived in Jerusalem with costly 
gifts from Merodach-baladan. The real 
purpose was to form a treaty between the 
two nations, so that they might inaugurate a 
league which should break the world tyr- 
anny of Nineveh. Hezekiah with simple in- 
caution took the ambassadors into his confi- 
dence, and showed them all his treasures and 
resources. Isaiah, with prophetic instinct, 
when the ambassadors had withdrawn, fore- 
told that the palace would be plundered, the 
national wealth seized, and the royal princes 
carried off to be servants to the king of 
Babylon. 

Hezekiah’s reply that at least these mis- 
fortunes would not befall in his days was 
not worthy of him. It certainly would not be 
worthy of our Christian profession. We 
should so live and pray and work that life 
should be easier, purer, and nobler for the 
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generations that follow. Where should we 
be today if our immediate ancestors had 
not cut steps in the mountainside by which 
we climb into the high levels of modern civi- 
lization? Is there not also this further 
thought, that we really own nothing? We 
enjoy what past generations have left us, 
and other generations which follow will be 
richer or poorer because we have lived. 

What are you leaving behind? What will 
be the legacy of your life? It may not be 
money or estate, or a great business, but 
will it be a trail of light, the fragrance of 
purity, the inspiration of goodness and right- 
eousness? Will people say of you that 
though you had no wealth to leave behind 
you have not lived in vain, that you have 
planted trees which will yield fruit and shel- 
ter in the coming time; and that when your 
name is mentioned may it elicit from one 
and another thankfulness that you lived? 
Proverbs 10.7 says truly that the memory 
of the just is blessed. 


We thank thee, our Father, for the mem- 
ory of many whom we have known and 
loved who have passed home to thee! May 
we so live that harvests of blessing may 
arise from our tears and prayers, our ex- 
amples and words! Deliver us from pride 
and ostentation, and keep us from being en- 
tangled in worldly alliances! Thou, thou 
alone, art our rock and salvation! 


Wednesday, 10th. Isaiah 40. 1-11. 


A long gap of years separates chapters 39 
and 40. Israel is in exile. The seventy 
years of exile were drawing to a close, and 
a great hope was animating the remnant 
who were beginning to lift up their heads 
in expectation. Thus they were well pre- 
pared for these words of help and hope. 
They were assured that their set period of 
warfare and suffering was accomplished, 
that their return to Palestine was imminent, 
that they would be led by a way they knew 
not, that Jehovah himself would guide and 
protect their march, and that he would be 
their shepherd when once more they were 
situated in the land of their fathers. 

Four voices are speaking. 

1. Forgiveness—‘Thine iniquity is par- 
doned!”’ Are you sure of this? If we con- 
fess he is faithful and just to forgive. 
Faithful to his promise, and just because he 
has borne our sins in his own body on the 
ae and has thus emancipated us from all 
ear. 

2. Deliverance. Between Babylon and 
Palestine lay the great desert of more than 
thirty days’ journey. Mountains, valleys, 
wastes of sand, enemies lurking in wait, but 
Israel would find as the nation returned that 
their way had been prepared, that obstacles 
had been leveled, and a highway had been 
cast up. So shalt thou find it! God is with 
thee. Be of good cheer! The crooked shall 
be made straight, and the rough places plain. 


3. Immortal vigor. All human help and 
life and love are doomed to wither like the 
wild flowers of the meadows, blasted by the 
breath of the east wind or lying in swaths 
beneath the scythe. But Nehemiah will sub- 
stitute for Isaiah, Ezra for Jeremiah, Zerub- 
babel for Hezekiah. Other hands will carry 
on God’s fiery torch as it drops from our 
grasp. The divine word shall persist. The 
gospel shall not fail. The promises are sure. 
This earth shall yet see her summers. The 
glorious sun shall rise again, though it 
seems to sink in blood. Thy word, O God, 
is forever and ever! 

4. The shepherd’s patient care and leader- 
ship. These also shall subsist. In heaven 
itself, when he has wiped away all tears, he 
shall lead his flock into the pasture-lands of 
Paradise. Death, the grave, the fiery trial 
of eternal truth may abash thee, but our 
shepherd is the Lord God, the mighty One. 

How can we thank thee enough, O mighty 
God, for all that thou hast been and wilt be 
in the great ages that await us yonder! We 
commit to thee the keeping of our souls, 
thou faithful Creator! We long to hear that 
the scroll of time has been rolled up, and 
that that life has begun which will be life 
indeed. Hasten thy coming, we entreat thee, 
O Christ! 


Thursday, 11th. Isaiah 40. 12-31. 


The earth, 12-20, with all its oceans, moun- 
tains and expanse of land is a small thing 
with God. It is just big enough to be the 
nursery on which his children can be trained 
for their eternal destiny, and the battle- 
ground on which the decisive conflict be- 
tween the hosts of heaven and hell will be 
fought. Bigness is not greatness, and the 
eternal issues which are being decided in 
this time sphere are immeasurable. How 
absurd it is to attribute the wonders of 
creation to idols, whether of metal or wood! 
The incomparable greatness of our God has 
been wonderfully illustrated in these later 
centuries when the telescope has resolved the 
wonders of the infinite realms above us and 
the microscope the infinite realms beneath. 
How wonderful that he should love us his 
little children! 

The heavens, 21-26. The blue skies of the 
East are as the curtains of God’s tent. He 
travels with us in our pilgrimage, and the 
stars are as a vast flock following their 
shepherd. He upholds and guides them on 
their way, and will he fail to hold us in the 
orbit he has chosen? Read verse 26 again! 
Will he do so much for stars, and fail us for 
whom Christ died. 

The children of God, 27-31. What a story 
each of us can tell of the unwearying pa- 
tience and love of God! He fainteth not, 
neither is weary, though each one of us has 
made infinite demands on a love that will 
never let us go. He will never forsake the 
work of his own hands, nor drop the care 
of a soul which he has once undertaken. 


}Probably our power with God is our help- 
jlessness. A little child may by its tiny 
jhands draw and hold down to its level the 
Iface of its stalwart father, and our trem- 
jbling faith and desire will bring all God’s 
qmighty love to our help. 

Be sure to notice the prophet’s order! We 
(should expect that his climax would be fly- 
jing, but no! The climax is not the mounting 
Wwith the wings of youth, nor the running of 
jmiddle life, but the walk of growing years, 
jwhen the exploits and friends of youth have 
passed, and we shall walk without being 
yweary. 

) We thank thee, Father of light and love, 
ithat thou wilt never fail nor forsake, but 
‘wilt be forever nearer and dearer as our 
Wyvears increase! Thou sustainest the universe 
of matter, but thou art ours and we are 
ithine in an eternal covenant of love. It ts 
Renough! Nought else matters if we are 
Wthine and thou art ours. Thou wilt care and 


} Friday, 12th. Isaiah 41. 1-20. 


The conception of this paragraph is su- 
fiperb. Jehovah is represented as summon- 
Jing the earth, even to the remotest islands of 
ithe West, to determine between him and the 
gods of the heathen. These are challenged 
ito predict future events, or to prove that 
itheir predictions have come true in the past. 
7On the other hand, the servant of Jehovah 
is prepared to show, especially in the case of 
yrus, that the predictions of the prophets 
have been verified to the furthest details. 

Note the sarcasm of this challenge, and 
the endeavor of the idol votaries to meet it! 
WNails, paint, and soldering are requisitioned 
tito make their gods presentable. The vague 
Hmutterings of the Delphic oracle are con- 
trasted with the oracle of the Hebrew 
‘Hprophets. For instance, the forecasts of 
verses 2, 3 and 25 were literally fulfilled. 

God’s dealings with his own people stand 
out in startling contrast to all that idols can 
‘do. What he was to Abraham he has been 
fabundantly to his children all down the ages. 
MIf we look forebodingly into the dim un- 
known he whispers, “Fear not, for I am with 
thee! Be not dismayed: I am thy God!” If 


‘for our allotted task he says, 
Bstrengthen thee, yea, I will help thee!” If 
‘iiwe tremble before the wrath and threats of 


us 


ill who were incensed against us shall be 
ashamed and confounded, and as a thing of 
nought. If our enemies seem as innumerable 
as the wild grass on the mountains or the 
aeaps of chaff on the plains God will inter- 
jose to fan them off. The winds shall bear 
\fhem away, and the whirlwinds shall scatter 
them. Luther found it so though there were 
hs many devils in Worms as there were tiles 
Ibn the roofs of its houses. 

' You may be weary and thirsty, you may 
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seem to be in a wilderness longing for shel- 
ter from the burning heat, but God will be 
to you all that springs of water and tree 
shade could be, and the complement of every 
necessity ! 


O our wonderful God, what can we say to 
thee? It seems good to us to be weak and 
helpless and overwhelmed by our foes, but 
we are the more satisfied because every new 
need of ours reveals something in thee of 
which we had never dreamed. 


Saturday, 13th. Isaiah 41.21 to 42. 4. 


The Almighty issues a challenge to the 
idols to predict future events. They are 
nonplused, and have no reply. The ad- 
vent of Cyrus on the scene, before whom 
great Babylon fell and the Jewish people 
were emancipated and returned to their own 
land, was absolutely unannounced by the 
idol priests. Jehovah had long before her- 
alded that advent, and had called Cyrus by 
name. But though Cyrus was a man of un- 
usual nobility and purity Isaiah passes be- 
yond him to delineate another who would 
realize ideals of service as neither Cyrus nor 
Israel could do. The captivity in Babylon 
was broken once and for all by the interpo- 
sition of this wonderful deliverer, but our 
salvation has been wrought out by the Son 
of God, who combines the tenderest sym- 
pathy with his consummate sacrifice. 

There is no doubt as to the applicability. 
The Holy Spirit by the evangelist Matthew 
directly refers this passage to him, and tells 
us that its meaning was filled to the brim 
by Christ’s matchless life. ‘He does not 
strive nor cry. Each morning we awake to 
find that he has been at work in wood and 
ocean and the homes of men, but he is gone 
without leaving a footmark on the sands, or 
the whispered echo of his step. He re- 
peatedly told the healed ones not to make 
him known, and stole away leaving the mul- 
titudes to wonder at the marvel of his mira- 
cles. He selected his apostles from the 
humblest ranks of men, refused the empires 
of the world, and took the way of the cross. 
He expended his strength on bruised reeds 
and smoking flax, on dying thieves and fallen 
men and women. He straightened out 
bruised reeds and made music out of them, 
and rekindled the fire that had nearly died 
out, as in Peter. At Pentecost and after- 
wards he ignited the hearts of thousands of 
men and women. 

Make us such, O Son of God, that we 
may not call attention to ourselves, but so 
live and speak that we may light great fires 
which will burn after we have gone! May 
we imitate the silence and ministry of the 
dew! ‘ 


Sunday, 14th. Isaiah 42. 5-17. 


In the previous chapters Isaiah was led to 
stress the sovereignty and glory of the great 
God our Saviour, but how exquisitely beauti- 
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ful is this introduction of Jesus Christ, the 
eternal fellow of Jehovah,—“My Father and 
I are one,”—and yet the servant. From this 
time his character and work are the theme 
of the prophet with ‘fa frequency and a 
fondness almost equal to the steadfast faith 
which he reposes in Jehovah himself.” 

Notice this rehearsal of what transpired 
in the eternity of the past when he was com- 
missioned as a pledge of covenant grace to 
the Hebrew, as a light to the Gentiles, and 
for the administration of the gifts of sight, 
liberty and light. 

Why, my reader, do you not seek these 
gifts for yourself? You read about them, 
hear men preach about them, see others 
blessed, but why do you not claim and ap- 
propriate by a living faith? Do not wait to 
see or feel whether they have been given! 
Dare to reckon on God apart from any emo- 
tional response, and believe that you have 
received even if you do not feel! 

Note how this commission to our Lord on 
our behalf is hailed! Earth answers the 
proclamation of these new things by songs 
in which not the servant, but Jehovah him- 
self is the object. You lonely souls who 
dwell in the wilderness of isolation and soli- 
tariness and think yourselves at the end of 
the earth: you children of the ocean, whether 
American or British, who go down to the 
sea in ships: you mountain climbers and 
dwellers in the heights of godly fellowship, 


—here is a common theme for songs! Sing 
till your hearts catch fire! Do not be al- 
ways imploring God to bless you: bless 


him! Be glad before him! 

Verses 13-15. It seems as though the 
whole nature of Jehovah were gathered up 
in the gift of Jesus. But the inspiring 
thought of his agony will help us. Our suf- 
ferings are upon him! The blind, the peo- 
ple who do not know their way, the folks in 
crooked places, these touch him to the quick. 
Such are some of us! 

O God our Father, we can never realize 
what it has cost thee to deliver man! As in 
Gethsemane, so im eternity thou hast suf- 
fered beyond our ken. But it is enough to 
know that thou lovest us, and that thou wilt 
not stint the utmost suffering if only thou 
canst make us-partakers of thy holiness! 


Monday, 15th. Isaiah 42.18 to 43.13. 


It is evident that Israel was chosen from 
all the nations of the world to bear witness 
to the eternal God. Amid all the ignorance 
and evil of mankind their witness was to 
be as a shining light; but in 18-25 the voice 
of the prophet, speaking under the influence 
of the Holy Spirit, accuses them of their 
failure. They had become blind and deaf. 
Instead of magnifying God’s holy law as 
given from Sinai they had shamefully be- 
trayed their trust. Therefore they were 
given over as a spoil to robbers, i.e., to the 
Assyrians and Babylonians. They would 
not walk in God’s ways, or be obedient to 


his laws, therefore there was poured upon 


them the sharp discipline of verses 24 and . 


Zs 
We have here a terrible warning to the 
professing church of our time. 


On the one | 


hand the holy sacraments are smothered by | 
the ritual of Babylonian mysteries, and on | 
the other the modern critic uses Jehudi’s — 
penknife with merciless destructiveness. The 


professing church is even now forfeiting | 


4 


her power, but she does not lay to heart her — 


true condition and inevitable doom, 25. 

But surely we are on the verge of another 
divine interposition, as has happened so 
often in the story of the church. Ponder 
well this forecast of the story of the Chosen 
People, 43. 1-13! 


In vision we behold the » 


restoration of the Jews to their own land | 


under Ezra and Nehemiah, and there is a 
far forward look to the advent of our Lord. 
The Almighty has redeemed his people! 
The holy One of Israel has become their 
Saviour! “Fear not!” he cries. “Thou art 
precious and honorable in my sight. I love 
thee. The North shall give up, the South 
shall not keep back, I will bring my sons 


| 


from far, and my daughters from the ends : 
of the earth. The rivers will be low when | 
they pass through, and the fire will not . 


scorch.” 
these incomparable promises. 
one by one! 


ting, but for us believers all! 
shall be God’s witnesses, bearing our testi- 


We only spoil by our poor words - 
Claim them — 
Dare to believe that these — 
words apply not only in their original set- ° 


2 


In heaven we © 


mony to the love that would not let us go 
and the strong arm which all hell cannot ' 


thwart. Sing, my soul, sing! 

Heavenly Father, we adore thee for thy 
patient love and thy strong arm! Thou 
shalt be our boast and song im eternity. We 
are trophies of thy mercy. None have been 
able to thwart thy saving grace. We wili 
trust and not be afraid. 


Tuesday, 16th. Isaiah 43. 14-28. 


One naturally shrinks from writing aught 
of commentary on such a paragraph as this. 
—and there are many such in these wonder- 
ful chapters. As well attempt to color a 
flower ! 

So far the prophet has spoken of Israel 
as the object of deep affection on the part of 
God. They were loved, chosen, and called. 
That was the ideal Israel, but as a matter of 
fact the real Israel was sadly deficient. The 
many were called, but only the few chosen. 


The same distinction was recognized by the | 
apostle Paul, who stresses it in his division | 
between Israel after the flesh and Israel | 
As the years of captivity | 


after the Spirit. 
passed large numbers of the Jewish nation 
were absorbed by their new surroundings. 
Many became idolaters. Others settled down 
in trade and became prosperous, so much so 
that they refused the opportunity of return- 


ing to their own land. Others again drifted | 


into distant parts of the empire. The real Is- 
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rael was of an altogether different caliber. Is 
there not the same distinction today between 
nominal and real Christians, professors and 
possessors, the mixed multitude and the 
chosen seed? 

Destruction pervades the present para- 
graph. In the earlier portion, 14-21, Jehovah 
assures the remnant of true-hearted Israel- 
ites that he will make a way for them 
through difficulties as formidable as was the 
Red Sea to their fathers. He was prepared 
to lead them through the wilderness, unhurt 
by wild beasts and amply supplied with 
water. But in 22-28 Jehovah turns to the 
apostate remnant, reproaching them with 
their sinful neglect and offering to blot out 
all their transgressions if only they will re- 
turn to their loyalty and love. 

To which of these two divisions do we 
belong? Are we among the five wise virgins 
with our lamps well supplied with oil, or 
among the foolish whose lamps expire for 
want of the infilling of the Holy Spirit? If 
the latter, read and read again verse 25, and 
notice the divine pledge of God’s forgetful- 
ness of sin! Else you must run the gaunt- 
let of verses 27 and 28. 


How can we thank thee sufficiently, al- 
mighty Father, for thy pardoning grace, 
vouchsafed unto us in Jesus Christ! We 
gratefully accept it. Alas that we have made 
thee to suffer with our sins! We pray thee 
to blot them out of thy memory and receive 
us to thine heart! In Jesus’ name. 


Wednesday, 17th. Isaiah 44. 1-20. 


In 1-5 Jehovah addresses his own people. 

At that time his words were rightly ap- 
propriated by such as realized the divine in- 
tention in the selection of the Hebrew people 
to be his witnesses to the world. But during 
the present era of church history the church 
has been called to fill the gap between the 
temporary rejection of the Chosen People 
and the advent. Therefore we are at liberty 
to accept this and similar passages for our- 
selves. This promise is especially appro- 
priate to the young members of our families. 
Let us encourage them to assume the posi- 
tions vacated, alas! by the Hebrew race. 
Young brother or sister, dare to say openly 
and frankly, “I am the Lord’s’! Or write 
on your hand, “Unto the Lord,” and never 
let thy hand do or write anything unworthy 
of him! Or taie as your supreme title and 
surname the word, Christian, Christ-lover, 
Christ-discipled, or Christ-enslaved ! 

In 6-8 emphasis is laid on the veracity and 
reliableness of the divine forecasts of the 
future which characterized the Hebrew dis- 
pensation. We hardly realize what a con- 
spicuous place in Jewish thought and outlook 
was filled by the predictions with which the 
pages of the Old Testament abound. The 
mighty nations of Seba, Egypt and Babylon 
seemed to be too deeply rooted to be de- 
stroyed. It was a startling thing to hear of 
their dissolution, as it would be if in our time 


New York would be a mass of silent ruins, 
and the remains of St. Paul’s Cathedral 
would tower above the débris of a desolated 
London. The study of fulfilled prophecy is 
well worth while, and we remember the spe- 
cial blessing offered in Revelation 1. 3 to 
those who read and ponder the things written 
in that marvelous transcript of the Christian 
centuries. 

In the sarcasm of the closing paragraph, 
9-20, the contrast between Jehovah who 
forecasts the future with unerring foresight, 
and the imbecility of an idol-factory, is 
strikingly enforced. Alas that in not a few 
churches today there is so close a resem- 
blance between their ritual and this ancient 
Babylonish cult. 


Great Father, to whom there is neither 
past nor future but an everlasting Now, 
teach us so to live in unison with thyself that 
we may not fear amid the changes which ac- 
cording to thy prophets are about to close 
the present age; and may be worthy to enter 
that new age which is knocking at the door! 
In Christ's name. 


Thursday, 18th. Isaiah 44.21 to 45.8. 

We must remember that Israel was in 
captivity because of their multiplied sins. 
It was impossible for God to restore them 
to their own land until they were cleansed 
and saved. Therefore in this paragraph we 
have, first, the expressions of divine love 
and forgiveness preceding the announcement 
of Cyrus, who not only allowed but ex- 
pedited their return. Even the omnipotence 
would be unable to carry the divine purpose 
into effect unless it was certified of the di- 
vine forgiveness. But that repentance as 
voiced by the prophet Daniel had been sin- 
cere, Daniel 9.4, etc., and the thick cloud of 
past transgression had been blotted out. 
There was therefore no reason why God 
should not at once realize his ideals in re- 
spect to the penitents of the Chosen Race. 

What a comfort this should be to some 
who shall read these words! You, my 
friend, were created for a sublime purpose, 
but you have thwarted it either by some 
evil indulgence, or by a laxity and indolence 
which have been equally destructive of the 
divine intention. Will you not at this very 
hour step back into the blessed hemisphere 
of God’s forgiving grace? Nothing could 
give greater joy to him who formed you. 
The moment you return your transgres- 
sions shall be blotted out as a cloud, and as 
a thick cloud your sins. Nothing but the 
blue sky shall stretch over you. Your act 
will set the heavens, the earth, the moun- 
tains, and the trees singing, and God’s glory 
will suddenly break out as the sun through - 
a bank of clouds. 

The prophet then turns to Cyrus, whose 
overthrow of the Median and Persian empire 
is one of the conspicuous events of world 
history. It took place in B. C. 546. It is 
probable that this prophecy was uttered 
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when Cyrus’ name had already become fa- 
miliar, and his attack on the Persian empire 
was in process. To quote from a great 
exegete, who stresses the use of the present 
tense: 

“As plainly as grammar can enable it to 
do this prophecy speaks of Cyrus’ campaign 
as already begun, but of its completion as 
still future.” 

Clearly the repentance of the nobler part 
of the exiled nation was the prelude of their 
restoration. This is always God’s method of 
procedure. 

Most gracious Father, we have erred and 
strayed from thy ways like lost sheep, we 
have followed the devices and desires of our 
own hearts, and broken thy most holy law! 
Forgive us, we beseech thee, and enable us 
once more to fulfil thy great purpose im our 
lives! In Christ's name. 


Friday, 19th. Isaiah 45. 9-25. 


The keynote of this paragraph, as of much 
else in Scripture, is the vindication of God’s 
righteousness. The vast changes which 
from time to time have passed over and 
transformed the face of the world have re- 
sulted from the strict justice and reasonable- 
ness of the divine nature. There is much in 
the dealings of God with nations and men 
which we cannot understand, but of this we 
may be sure, that the procedure of his 
providence in dealing with the nations is 
identical with that of his dealing with in- 
dividuals. Those sublime words of Mat- 
thew 25.31-46 are true not only of those 
great scenes which shall close the present 
dispensation, but of the whole procedure of 
providence as the succession of empires has 
passed through the centuries of time. It is 
as useless to challenge the rightness of God’s 
dealings with mankind as for clay to say to 
him who fashions it, “He hath no hands.” 

It was in righteousness that God opened 
the way for the empire of Cyrus to super- 
sede that of the Medes and Persians. It 
was in righteousness that the labor of Egypt 
and the merchandise of Ethiopia passed out 
of their hands, and that they have fallen to 
the rear in the march of mankind. It was 
in righteous remembrance of his ancient 
promises to Abraham that God has never 
ceased to make the Jewish race one of the 
foremost features in the history of man- 
kind. We are yet to see a further fulfil- 
ment of their destiny. 

We are told that Israel shall be saved 
with an everlasting salvation. Therefore, 
when the dealings of God with any of us are 
shrouded in mystery, and we are led to cry, 
“Thou art a God that hidest thyself”; when 

.we receive salvation and pardon at his 
hands; when we listen to the words that 
have gone out of his lips, words of comfort, 
forgiveness and blessed assurance, let it be 
always borne in mind that he is the right- 
eous God, and that justice and judgment are 
the foundation of his throne! He has 


magnified the law by the death of the cross, 
and is now free to give his mercy its free 
scope. 

O great God, our Father and our judge, 
we adore thee for the assurance that to thee 
every knee shall bow and every tongue shall 
confess! We glory in thy righteousness and 
strength, and await with eagerness the final 
vindication of thy dealings with our race 
and with creation. 


Saturday, 20th. Isaiah 46. 

This remarkable chapter deserves most 
careful consideration. It is full of warning 
and comfort. 

The prophet is again dealing with the 
idols that presented themselves at every 
street corner and in their magnificent tem- 
ples. He takes us to an idol-factory where 
the goldsmith covers the work of the car- 
penter with lavish prodigality. When the 
idol-factory has completed its work the help- 
less image is borne on the shoulder to its 
place, from which it shall not remove unless 
it is placed on the beasts of the conqueror. 
It is dumb to those that cry to it. It is not 
touched by those who appeal for help in an 
agony of need. The beast is sensible of its 
weight even to weariness, but the idol is ab- 
solutely indifferent. 

But note the contrast! The idolater car- 
ries his idol, but our God carries us in his 
everlasting arms from our cradle to our 
grave: and surely there is a vast difference 
between carrying your god and God carry- 
ing you. Lean hard, O child of God, on 
those everlasting arms, which are prepared 
to carry you from the curly locks of child- 
hood to the hoar hair of age, unruffled and 
undisturbed by the weight or strife or rebel- 
lion of those that are borne. 

Of course, no man or woman would con- 
tinue to carry the dead, except to the grave. 
If a soul has destroyed itself by deliberate 
persistence in rebellion we cannot conceive 
of its carriage on the everlasting arms. But 
as long as there is a spark of life the nurs- 
ling is tenderly and patiently carried and 
cared for. 

Oh, let us thank the Eternal for those 
everlasting arms that are beneath, bearing 
us forward to eternal blessedness! It is be- 
cause the arms of Jesus were outstretched 
on the cross, and those dear hands were 
piérced by nails. Be of good cheer! God’s 
righteousness is not far off, and his salvation 
will not tarry. The way into thy heart is 
paved with the wood of the cross. 

O blessed Lord, we thank thee for this 
blessed fact, that thou hast not only borne 
our griefs and carried our sorrows, but that 
thou art prepared to carry us to hoar hairs 
with mexhaustible patience and tenderness, 
and to present us to thy Father with ex- 
ceeding joy! 


Sunday, 21st. Isaiah 47. 
Throughout Scripture there is one antago- 
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| nist to the kingdom of our God. Babel, 
Babylon, and Babylon the Great, these are 
the titles of the long-time antagonist of the 
divine purposes. The antagonism of God’s 
children with the devil’s creation of vanity, 
lust, and lies has been persistent. In this 
chapter we have the divine arraignment of 
this system. 
Here Babylon is addressed as the mother 
of sorceries, astrologies, star-gazers, and 
prognosticators; and in this delineation we 
_ trace many symptoms which are apparent in 
our modern life. She is challenged to de- 
fend herself, if she can, by her use of these 
false lights which deflect the course of the 
_voyagers over the darksome seas of time. 
She is compared to a slave-girl compelled to 
cross the swelling stream to banishment and 
slavery. She is accused of careless inatten- 
tion to the inevitable climax of her defiance 
of Jehovah. She is challenged to avoid 
that absolute desolation which, according to 
modern travelers, has strewn hundreds of 
miles with the fragments of mighty temples, 
palaces, and defending walls. She is 
warned that her allies, with whom she has 
| trafficked, will leave her to her fate. All 
these, predictions have been fulfilled, and in 
| measure we may recite over her desolations 
the words of Revelation 18, one of the great- 
est odes ever penned by mortals. But their 
entire fulfilment is not far away. 
Surely these wonderful chapters should 
send us all. back to the study of prophecy, to 
the exactitude of the forecasts of Scripture, 
and to careful consideration of our present 
duty to the generation to which we belong. 
' When we consider the vices which accom- 
- pany modern civilization, and the condition of 
the professing church, and of the armed 
peace of the world, may we not heed and 
pass on that voice from heaven in Revelation 
18.4, “Have no fellowship with her sins, 
that ye receive not of her plagues!” 
Almighty Saviour, who hast built thy 
church on the eternal rock, may we be sepa- 
rate and touch not the unclean thing, but be 
espoused to thee in the eternal union of un- 
sullied purity and constraining love! 


Monday, 22nd. Isaiah 48. 


Once more Israel is bade to prepare to 
leave Babylon. The mighty city had reached 
the climax of its glory, which was to pass 
as a brief summer night whilst Israel was to 
go forth to continue for centuries as a wit- 
ness to Jehovah with a marvelous power of 
renewal. The reason for its retention 
among the nations of the world was in its 
unusual susceptibility to religious impres- 
sions, its aptitude for the unseen, its rec- 
ords of divine revelation, its literature, its 
outstanding leaders, above all, its gift to 
mankind of the humanity of Jesus. All these 
combine to lift this favored nation to a 
unique and abiding eminence in human his- 
tory. 

But notwithstanding all that Jehovah had 
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done the Chosen People were one long dis- 
appointment. Divinely-given predictions of 
coming events, both in the past and the near 
present, had been ignored, or if they had 
been verified by fulfilment it had been 
credited to their idols. Even now, when 
Cyrus was on the march, the majority of 
the Hebrew folk never expected that he 
would achieve their deliverance. All that 
God’s messengers might say in obedience to 
his revelations was ignored. But though his 
people were so irresponsive Jehovah would 
not cut them off. With infinite patience he 
would continue to reprove them, and would 
most certainly carry out his purposes. Note 
that glorious resolution in verse 11! Ponder 
deeply verse 18! It is God’s sigh over his 
disobedient people. 

May it not be true of thee and me? If 
only we could have our life again, and be 
able to listen and heed and obey, we should 
find deliverance and help where now we en- 
counter perpetual and bitter disappointment. 
Let us not plan and strive as though we 
were independent and experts! We are 
only little children, groping in a maze and 
labyrinth. Let us listen to the Lord our 
God, who waits to teach us to profit and to 
lead us by the way that we should go! 


Help us, O God, to leave the Babylon of 
worldly conformity and to take the lonely 
path of consecration to thy sacred will, be- 
lieving that thou wilt lead us through the 
desert wastes, causing the waters to flow 
from the rocks and enclosing us in a peace 
which none of the wicked can share! In 
Christ’s name. 


Tuesday, 23rd. Isaiah 49. 1-13. 


There can be little doubt in the interpreta- 
tion of these noble words. They may be 
primarily applied to the consecrated souls to 
whom they were addressed at the close of 
the Captivity, but they were expressly re- 
ferred to our Saviour by his greatest apostle 
in the little synagogue at Antioch, Acts 13. 
47, R. V. Notwithstanding all that they had 
suffered in their exile, few of the Chosen 
Race realized or attempted to fulfil their 
great mission to the world. This was spe- 
cially true when our Lord appeared. Under 
the rule of Pharisee and scribe they had be- 
come a nation of casuists and ritualists. But 
our Lord assumed the responsibilities that 
they had evaded, and fulfilled them by the 
gospel he spoke and the church he founded. 
In the mission of Jesus the heart of Juda- 
ism unfolded itself. As the white flower on 
the stalk, he revealed the essential nature of 
the root. 

Let us ask to be in miniature what our 
Saviour was and is! Let us ask for the gift 
of speech as a sharp sword! Let us seek, 
in all modesty, to be hidden in the hollow of 
God’s hand! Let us be willing to be pol- 
ished shafts, although the process may be 
painful! Let us be prepared for apparent 
failure! When Jesus died failure seemed 
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written across his life work,—a group of 
timid disciples, the shame of the cross, the 
execration of the religious leaders! But as 
now he sees of the travail of his soul he is 
abundantly satisfied. And when from the 
vantage ground of heaven the baffled worker 
sees the result of his poor efforts, he will 
probably be overwhelmed with thankfulness 
for the use God made of him. 

Before we finally turn from this beautiful 
paragraph let us once more recapitulate 
these outstanding particulars! Before there 
can be voice there must be life. There must 
be edge in our speech, cutting and dividing 
power in our words, penetrating between 
soul and spirit. Our aim should be for our 
words to become the critic of the thoughts 
and intents of the heart. But for this we 
must be content to sit as learners morning 
by morning whilst God uncovers our ears to 
learn his messages. Never should it be for- 
gotten that we must be learners before we 
can become preachers! But we may always 
count on God as our ally. If we awake 
souls to pilgrimage, God must open the 
prison doors. We may blow the trumpet blast 
around Jericho’s walls: it is for God to 
overthrow them. 

Open and anoint our lips, O God, we be- 
seech thee, that we may carry thy messages 
to those who are in prison or exile, that 
they may become pilgrims through the des- 
erts for whom water springs shall burst 
forth and song shall accompany! In 
Christ's name. 


Wednesday, 24th. Isaiah 48. 14-26. 


Jehovah had promised to restore his peo- 
ple from captivity in Babylon to their own 
land, and apparently there were doubts on 
the part of his people as to his ability. It 
seemed too wonderful to be true and too dif- 
ficult to be accomplished. But as one com- 
mentator puts it, “In the following verses 
God seems to stoop to kiss the trembling lips 
through which those doubts broke.” 

For fifty years their land had lain waste 
and their enemies had triumphed over them. 
Zion said, “The Lord hath forgotten me.” 
But if God has put into a mother’s heart a 
love which is prepared to surrender sleep, 
food and life for her child, which at the 
first summons of need hurries to help and 
soothe and bless, which will stand by a felon 
in the dock or hunt for a lost girl through 
Sodom, will God do less? Yea, the fires on 
human altars may burn down to white ash, 
but his love will not give up or forget! 
“Thy broken walls are continually before 
me.” Ah, thou hard heart, how darest thou 
resist such love as this? 

The Orientals have a custom of tattooing 
the names of their friends on the hand, so 
as to be fresh in their memory (16). Our 
names are written on those dear hands that 
still bear the scar of the nails! 

The effect of such an appeal is immediate 
(17). Crowds, encouraged by these prom- 


ises, begin to gather. 
haste. They gather together. 
bewildering crowds. Receive them, 


swallowed thee up shall be far away! 


But a further question is raised in verses 
21-26. What will Babylon say to this mi- | 
Shall the prey be taken from a t 

ut ; 
God has calculated his resources, and they | 


gration? i 
mighty, as a lamb in the lion’s mouth? 


The mighty hands of omnipo- 
tence will not fail in the test. Look away 
past failure and thy mighty foes! Look off 
to him! He sank under his cross that he 
might share thine, however heavy. He lay 
in the weakness of the grave that he might 


are adequate. 


conquer and tread beneath his feet thy foes © 
The prey shall be taken from the | 


and his. 
mighty, and the lawful captives redeemed. 


We rejoice in thy salvation, thou glorious | 


Lord! We see thee coming from Edom, 


with dyed garments from Bozrah. Blood is | 


on thy garments, but glory to thee, thou art 
mighty to save even to the uttermost! 


Thursday, 25th. 
Verses 1-3. 


Isaiah 50. 


himself. Backsliding, 
and he is jealous for their perfecting. 
Though the universe be ransacked no bill of 
divorce can be discovered. His love will yet 
win back the souls on which it has set it- 
self. 

Verses 4-9. 
iour was a scholar in the school of human 
pain. Morning by morning the Father 
awoke him after his brief snatch of sleep 
amid the thyme of the hillside, or in the 
stern of Peter’s boat, or on the couch at 
Bethany. Each morning brought its own 
revelation. 

If we were to listen when we awake we 
might also hear that voice. But the divine 
purpose is not for our gratification and 
comfort, but that we may know how to sus- 
tain weary souls that are ready to faint, 
and receive the directions for the coming 
day. Those directions may lead us to col- 
lision with his enemies and their ways, but 
we must set our faces like a flint, not sur- 
prised or abashed by opposition because the 
Lord is with us to vindicate his own truth. 
Behold, the Lord God will help thee! Thou 
shalt not be ashamed though thou hast to 
set thy face like a flint and bear, as did thy 
Master, shame and spitting. 

Verses 10, 11. In obeying the commands 
of thy Lord thou wilt sometimes have to 
grope thy way in the dark. The temptation 
at such a time is to kindle a fire and sur- 
round oneself by firebrands. Be sure to 
resist it, because these, which may be com- 
pared to sharp notes or sarcastic rejoinders, 
soon die out! Do not abate thy efforts, or 
sit down, or endeavor to grope back. Stay 
yourself on God and go straight forward! 


Zion’s children make — 
They come in ° 
thou ; 
broken-hearted mother city, for they that | 


} 


God cannot divorce those 

whom he has once taken into covenant -with | 
faithless, and irre- | 
sponsible they may be, but they are still his, 


In his human life our Sav- : 


_didst bear for us! 


love and redemption. 
educated, our eye focused, our steps muffled 


- countless myriads. 
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God will bring forth thy righteousness as 


the light and thy judgment as the noonday. 


Dear and blessed Lord, how much thou 
We can never thank thee 
enough that thou gavest thy back to the 


_smuters that thou mightest the better succor 
Us. 


May we claim and use all the spoils of 
thy sorrow, and may we never flinch from 
similar efforts to help others after our poor 


) measure ! 


Friday, 26th. Isaiah 51. 1-8. 


These paragraphs are exceedingly dra- 
matic. We become conscious that we are 


approaching a revelation of surpassing sub- 
| limity. 
“ruined temples of Egypt can hardly find 
/ words to describe the splendor of these ap- 
- proaches ; 


Travelers who have visited the 


and as we consider the thrice 
“Hearken!” of this paragraph and the thrice 
“Awake, awake!” of the succeeding one we 
realize that we are entering the presence 
chamber of the profoundest mysteries of 
Our mind becomes 


as we pass in to worship before the dying 
Man of Calvary. 

Notwithstanding the divine assurances the 
captive nation seemed unable to believe that 
Zion’s wastes should be repaired, and they 
should become a great nation. Here is a 


_ threefold reply. 


The lessons of the past are first brought 
to mind, 1-3. Consider Abraham and Sarah! 
There was a time when they were the sole 
representatives of the Hebrew race, yet 
from the one son of their old age sprang 
Not once or twice in the 
past the cause of truth has been entrusted to 
a tiny handful of defenders. The prophet 
has stood lamenting that he alone was left, 
and God has suddenly called on one man, 


and lo! it seemed as though the dust were 


suddenly transformed to warriors. Truth 


has sprung up from the dust. 


The gaze of the doubter is now directed 
to the imperishableness of the spiritual as 
contrasted with the material and visible, 4-6. 
The heavens, far removed from the convul- 
sions and shocks of time, will presently be 
changed. There will be new heavens and a 
new earth. But amid the wreck of matter 
spiritual qualities will abide. “My salvation 
will be forever, and my righteousness shall 
not be abolished.” 

Consider, also, the impotence of men, 7 
and 8! They may try to wear out the saints, 
but they must fail because God’s own are 
fed and strengthened from the springs of 
the divine nature, and God has imparted to 
them patience and courage which human op- 
position can neither thwart nor silence. 

We have many questioning thoughts about 
our future and as to our power of resisting 
the opposition of the great enemy of our 
souls, but thou art sufficient, O our Saviour! 
Thou hast overcome, and thou abidest faith- 
ful! We trust thee. 


Saturday, 27th. Isaiah 51. 9-23. 


This appeal is addressed first to God, 9- 
16, There are ebbs and flows in human life, 
winter and summer, the transfiguration 
glory and the demoniac boy. But these 
variations have no counterpart in the divine 
nature. His arm is strong. It stretched 
forth the heavens. It dried up the Red Sea 
and made the depths a way for his ransomed 
people. What he did once he can surely do 
again. He shall go before and his grace 
will follow after, abashing sorrow and cher- 
ishing songs of joy. 

It would seem as though the silence is 
broken in verse 12 by the answer of Jehovah 
himself. Oh, think of him who sits at the 
right hand of God, the seat of his resistless 
and unceasing energy, and believe that that 
throne is on our side! It stands between 
thee and all that are against thee. Even if 
thou art in an apparent prison house thou 
shalt be set free! To fear all day continu- 
ally because of the fury of the oppressor is 
ees for those who live in touch with 

od. 

Verse 16 is specially appropriate for God’s 
servants in the ministry and similar posi- 
tions who may be confronted by various 
forms of hatred and ill-will. 

The appeal to awake is addressed next to 
Zion, 17-23. We are called on not only to 
do right things, but to do them beautifully; 
not only to speak the truth, but speak it in 
love; not only to give of our money to in- 
dividuals or societies, but to do it with a 
smile. Let those who like Zion at that time 
are environed by adversity dare to believe 
that he who drank that awful cup in Geth- 
semane will take theirs from their lips, or 
sweeten the, contents by ingredients of his 
own patience and love! 

This call to “Awake” is addressed to us 
all. The air is heavy with sleep! Some 
amongst us have drunk of the narcotics of 
the world. Some are naturally inert, and do 
not hear the voices or feel the impulses 
which speak from God. See to it that you 
watch with Christ, lest an angel shall be 
sent from heaven as in the Garden to do the 
work which you might have done! 


Forgive us, gracious Father, that we have 
too often been swayed by fear of man! 
Help us, we entreat thee, to think of those 
unseen squadrons that environed Elisha, and 
to find peace and joy within thy secret pres- 
ence! In Christ's name. 


Sunday, 28th. Isaiah 52. 1-12. 


This chapter for eloquence is a veritable 
cloth of gold. In vision the prophet fore- 
casts the return from the Exile. 

He first addresses the Holy City, whose 
ruin had now lasted for nearly 70 years. 
She was sitting upon her hills as a captive 
slave, and her ruins were the haunt of 
neighboring Gentiles who had no care for 
those sacred ruins except as they might af- 
ford temporary shelter. All other eyes saw 
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ropes and bands holding her down as a cap- 
tive girl. 

“No,” cries the prophet, “thy bands are 
loosed, thy wastes begin to smile. Arise 
and once more be clothed with the homes of 
men!” 

Turning from the city the prophet now 
addresses the captives in Babylon. They 
had been terribly oppressed. They were set 
to work for nought as though they were 
slaves. Often beneath their taskmasters 
they howled with pain; and jeering voices 
dared to blaspheme the name of Jehovah. 
The tragedies of Egypt were being reén- 
acted. But presently God would break si- 
lence and bid them go forth. 

Here is the homeward march as foreseen 
by the prophet’s eye! Angel-hearted mes- 
sengers precede the long and weary march 
across the desert, and burst in on Zion with 
the message that God was greater than em- 
perors and kings. He was no phantom 
deity, but reigned. The watchers in Jeru- 
salem, as tidings come of the return, lift up 
their voice in the ancient psalms, which had 
new significance, and the waste places and 
ruined sites chimed in. The Lord was re- 
turning at the head of his people! He had 
made bare his holy arm, and the tidings of 
his mighty interference had spread to the 
ends of the inhabited earth. 

Now turning to the exiles the Spirit of 
God bids them cleanse away all stains con- 
tracted during their Babylonian residence, 
to ask for the sacred vessels which Nebu- 
chadnezzar’s soldiers had abstracted, and 
then take up their flight, not fearing pursuit 
because Jehovah would be their rearguard. 

Oh that the professing church would take 
this summons to herself, and come out of 
her association with the world, which is 
passing away, and do the work which has an 
eternal significance ! 

We pray thee, O heavenly Father, to wean 
us away from all that defiles and hurts us 
in our religious or practical life, that our 
hearts and minds may ever be set on thee 
and thy care during our earth sojourn! In 
Christ's name. 


Monday, 29th. Isaiah 52.13 to 53.12. 


We tremble to say aught of this sacred 
chapter, the Holy of Holies of this Book, be- 
cause it gives us a glimpse of the mind that 
was in our blessed Lord as he became obe- 
dient to death, even the death of the cross. 

Note the contrast! His visage and form 
are marred with an anguish the like of 
which was never shared by any son of man, 
but he is exalted and very high, the Lamb 
in the midst of the throne who alone is able 
to take the Book and open the seals thereof. 
All the nations of mankind will come to be 
cleansed by his sprinkled blood, though their 
kings, wise men, and great men after the 
flesh will be excluded from benefit. 

The Messiah had nothing of the outward 
traits of royalty. Born of humble parentage, 


there was nothing to attract men of wealth 
and power. 
by the sick, the possessed, and the broken- 
hearted. Could he be other than a Man of 
sorrows? Did he not weep with Mary and 
her sister? When he was in contact with 


He was constantly surrounded © 


human suffering had he not good reason to — 


sigh? When young men failed to respond to 
his appeal could he do other than speak 
sadly? 
his “unknown sufferings.” 
sook, Judas betrayed, Peter denied. In 
Gethsemane he sweated great drops of blood. 
The soldier’s spear gave evidence that he 
died of a broken heart. 

It is good often to change the “we” and 
“our” of verse 5 into “I” and “my.” 
are called to help another soul into the light 
let us urge him to do it. Go in by the first 
“All” of verse 6, and come out on the last 
“All?! That will give instant understand- 
ing and peace. 

For verses 7-9 we have only to read again 
the story of the Gospels, and we shall in- 
stantly realize the minute particulars of 
agreement between the anticipations of 
prophecy and the fulfilment of fact. And if 


The Greek liturgy refers rightly to | 
His apostles for- | 


If we | 


so in this case, why should we be in doubt 


as to the ultimate fulfilment of all that the 
spirit of prophecy granted in the past to 
Boy souls who were open to his least whis- 
per? 

The chapter ends with a burst of hallelu- 
jahs, all being fulfilled. He is seeing of the 
result of his soul travail. He is justifying 
and sanctifying tens of thousands. He is 
dividing the spoil and claiming his own. He 
bore the sin of the world. He ever lives 
to intercede. He shall triumph over sin and 
death and hell. Hallelujah! 


We adore thee, O Son of God, our Sav- 
tour and Lord! As long as we live here on 
earth we wish to help thee with the unsaved 
for whom thou didst die, and our thought of 
eternity is that it will be too short for us to 
utter all our love and praise! 


Tuesday, 30th. Isaiah 54. 


This chapter is addressed to Jerusalem, 
still lying waste. 

_ ‘How can I sing?” cries Israel. “My 
city is in ruins, my Temple burned with fire, 
my precious things laid waste.” 

_ “Nevertheless,” says the divine voice, “the 
time for singing is come, not because of 
what thou hast, but for what I am prepared 
to give. Enlarge thine accommodation, 
make room for the great host which I am 
preparing to own thee as mother !” 

“But,” Zion replies, “thou canst not give 
me back the years of my widowhood, when 
I have lived my own wild life. Thou canst 
not undo the results which are the inevitable 
record of my sins.” 

“Be it so,” once more God replies, “but 
nevertheless I am going to have mercy on 
thee with an everlasting kindness, neither 
shall there be any break in my covenant of 


ce. It shall be as stable as the everlast- 
ing hills.” 
So God our Father is able to make men 
d women in middle life sing again as in 
he days of their youth with a joy chastened 
y their memory of past failure and trans- 
ression. As in the great world Adam’s sin 
has been overruled to the subsequent enrich- 
ent of the race, so in the small world of 
individual experience we rise by our falls, 
triumph in our defeats, and through the 
wilderness with its bitter experiences enter 
into the land of peace. 

In verses 11-17 we have the divine ideal 
of what God wants for Jerusalem. Eastern 
‘women often use antimony for painting 
round their eyes to make their brilliance the 
more conspicuous, so their past trials were 
to make God’s saving grace stand out more 


The Pilgrimage of Buddhism. 


Page 247 


brilliantly than ever. The city would regain 
not only its former beauty, but its holy char- 
acter: the mercy of God inducing true re- 
pentance, the presence of God righteousness, 
purity and peace. On these conditions God 
himself was prepared to guarantee immu- 
nity from attack. 

But note that last clause, and remember 
that if your life is menaced you may count 
on the cordon of divine protection! Claim 
your heritage, O servants of the Most High! 

We thank thee, gracious God, that thou 
lovest to bring us again from our backslid- 
ings and captivity, and to give us once again 
the privilege of access into thy presence and 
opportunities of glorifying thy holy name! 
May we never fail thee again! In Christ’s 
name. 


(To be continued.) 


Pilgrimage of Buddhism (The), by James 
B. Pratt. Macmillan Co., New York. 
758 pages. $3. 

“Perhaps the chief value of this work is its 

careful and sympathetic presentation, based 

on personal acquaintance with monks: and 
laymen, with temples and worship, of what 

Buddhism means to representative living 

Buddhists in all the Buddhist lands, namely, 

Ceylon, Burma, Siam, Cambodia, China, 

Korea and Japan.” 

Even this moderate statement of the pub- 
lishers indicates at once the importance of 
this valuable book. Here we have the 
results of thorough study not only of the lit- 
erature relating to Buddhism, but of first- 
hand contact with present Buddhism ob- 
tained in two sabbatical journeys covering 
‘all the lands of its influence except Tibet, 
Nepal and Mongolia. The pilgrimage of 
this distinguished American philosopher fol- 
lowed with more or less exactness the great 
journey of the “Traveler,” Buddhism it- 
self, “driven from his native land and carry- 
ing blessings of insight and love to the long 
-and colorful succession of peoples and coun- 
tries that fringe the Indian Ocean, the Bay 
of Bengal, the Gulf of Siam, the China Sea, 
‘and the Western Pacific.’ He is able, 
therefore, to present not a merely theoreti- 
cal view, but “a fairly intimate understand- 
ing of Buddhism as it is actually lived to- 


LEARN AND GROW THROUGH READING! 


day.” From this statement one may infer 


the unique value, the essential quality of the 
book in any discussion of the non-Christian 
religions. That one is likely to accept all 
the conclusions of this enthusiastic student 
of Buddhism is another matter. 

Professor Pratt writes with great charm. 
The style of the narrative is delightful, full 


Prof. James Bissell Pratt of Williams. 
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of human touches, ardent and picturesque. 
Although one constantly holds himself in 
reserve from sharing in all phases of this 
most generous and sympathetic interpreta- 
tion of Buddhism, the reading of this large 
volume is an enjoyable experience. One 
is not often privileged with such a guide to 
enter Buddhist temples in Siam, in Cam- 
bodia, in Japan, to converse with Buddhist 
priests and gain some impression of the 
form of worship and its effect upon char- 
acter. Even so, the casual reader finds it 
somewhat difficult to partake to the full of 
the enthusiasm of the guide. 

No brief review may venture to discuss 
the issues of this. able book, nor should any 
one undertake it who has not had equal op- 
portunity for firsthand contact with its 
theme. Such critics will be few indeed. 
But there are questions which rise in one’s 
mind as one reads and which find no an- 
swer. 

The “pilgrimage of Buddhism” has cov- 
ered many lands. In the pathway of this 
“great Traveler” have flowers sprung up? 
Has the wilderness blossomed as the rose? 
Does the message of Buddhism have a 
fructifying power in the souls of the many 
millions of the Far East? We are not think- 
ing now of the advantages of Western civi- 
lization, which it is now somewhat the fash- 
ion to discount, though even in things 
material and mental they would seem to 
exist. But in the things of the spirit which 
Buddhism claims as its special province do 
its followers find and bring into other lives 
the power of the more abundant life? Is it 
characterized by harmlessness or helpful- 
ness, spiritual self-seeking or service? 

These and many other questions arise in 
the thought of the reader of these vivid 
pages. One turns therefore with keenest in- 
terest to the comparison of Buddhism with 
Christianity which constitutes the final chap- 
ter. 

It is difficult to avoid the conclusion that 
the author is contrasting the best of Bud- 
dhism with what may be called the worst of 
Christianity, if it is Christianity at all; that 
there is undue emphasis upon the faults of 
“the minority,” and their antiquated meth- 
ods. It is a constant thesis of this chapter 
that “there are many souls whose inner life 
can best be nourished by what Christianity 
has to give, and there are those who will 
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find their spiritual needs best supplied by. 
Buddhism.” To the Christian believer: 
whose faith centers not in a philosophy, but: 
in a person, the living Christ, the “Light of: 
the world,” this attitude is impossible. Be. 
cause Christ has become to him the power of) 
God unto salvation, the giver of peace and! 
joy even in hardship and sorrow, and has: 
caused the eternal hope to burn brightly im) 
his heart, because he has taught him the: 
glory and purpose of life in that it 1s “not! 
to be ministered unto, but to minister,’ he: 
cannot with complacency and passivity ac-- 
cept a state of things among his fellow be-> 
ings such as this: 
“T cannot shut my eyes to the extreme | 
illiteracy of the Chinese, and the consequent | 
inner poverty of their lives; their lack of 
individual spiritual development; their al-- 
most universally diseased condition; their’ 
many bodily ills that come through sheer» 
ignorance, superstition, and evil conven-: 
tions; the lack of home life and its joys;. 
the sad lot of the majority of the women; 
the limited nature of their mutual helpful-. 
ness, going as it does hardly beyond the; 
family lines; their callousness to the suffer-: 
ings of others; the low standards of honesty — 
among their officials and many that are no? . 
officials; the cheapness of the lie; the super-' 
stitious fears with which they spoil their 
peace; the unspiritual nature of their out. - 
look; the general materialism of their lives.” 
To this call of utter spiritual need Chris- 
tianity eagerly responds with its missionary — 
message, What is the response of Buddhism? | 
“Much the same state of things,” says the. 
author, “exists in Korea and Annam. And_ 
in none of these lands are the native reli- 
gions doing more than a minute percentage 
of the work required to set things right.” | 
May we not then apply the pragmatic | 
test: “By their fruits ye shall know them” ? | 
The hands of Buddha are folded in utter | 
passivity, while his eyes are cast down, his’ 
thoughts turned in upon himself in per- | 
petual meditation, a gentle, harmless figure | 
indeed, but impotent to answer the cry- of | 
the soul’s need. The Christ stands with 
arms stretched out to help and save, saying, 
“Come unto me, and I will give you rest uy 
And the rest of Christ is the rest of the yoke. 
and the burden. | 
More than a few words are required and 
an expert knowledge possessed by few for 


n adequate treatment of this stimulating 
ok. Nowhere else, we believe, may so 
complete a picture of Buddhism be found, so 
full a description of its founder, of its 
dhilosophy, of the many changes wrought in 
this most elastic and absorbent religion, in 
times ancient and moder n, and the course of 
its long pilgrimage, and the characteristics 
hich it presents to the world today. Pro- 
fessor Pratt has enabled us to answer the 
interesting question: 

_ “How does it feel to be a Buddhist ?”— 
i. M. N. 


Across the World of Islam, by Samuel 
M. Zwemer. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
| New York. 382 pages. $4. 

Dr. Zwemer knows Islam as few authorities 
do. This book from his mind and heart in- 
forms those who believe in Christ as to the 
eal status and animus of Islam the world 
over. Its weaknesses and strength are here 
ompetently set forth. 

_ The author’s point of view is that of a 
statesman. Of particular political interest 
re his chapters on Islam in the Soudan, 
Nigeria and North Africa. The chapter en- 
itled “Womanhood under Islam” is a 
searching study in the social life of Moham- 
edan lands, and is a severe indictment of 
a system that brings degradation without 
ope of betterment save through the gospel 
of Jesus Christ. 

A valuable book to every mission study 
class !—F. L. D. 


African Jungle, by A. M. Anderson. Gos- 
pel Trumpet Co., Anderson, Ind. 192 
pages, illustrated. $1. 

Beginning with “The Jungle 


and manner of life of natives of South 
Africa among whom he spent 17 years as a 
missionary. The troubles of jungle child- 
hood, the occupation of boys and youth, 
marriage, hunting, Kafir beer-drinks, the 
death and burial of a heathen and of a 
Christian, are among the topics that are 
written up in a vivacious style. Kafir re- 
ligion gets two chapters. 

There are plenty of thrills in the book. 


Black Treasure: The Youth of Africa in 
a Changing World, by Basil Mathews. 
Friendship Press, New York. 114 pages, 
with maps and picture cover. 50 and 75 

cents. 

Basil Mathews can write missionary stuff 

like a novel. Here he selects themes from 

the bloody experiences of _pre-missioris 

Africa and from the romance of mission his- 

tory in that continent. 

Chapters that are separate short stories 
tell of the slave trade, the careers and ad- 
ventures of certain missionaries, Khama “A 
King of Men,” the adventure of Aggrey and 
Achimota College, and similar subjects of 
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vital value in the ascending history of the 
once Dark Continent. 


Bungalow in India (A): Intimate 
Glimpses of Indian Life and People, by 
Mildred Worth Pinkham. Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York. 212 pages, “illus- 
trated. $2. 

An unusually good volume of personal im- 

pressions! The author’s idea is that to live 

in a bungalow a while is one of the best 
ways for a Westerner to get to understand 

India, to see its romance and real beauty as 

well as the undesirable things that are all 

too evident. So she starts building a bunga- 
low, writes of the unnumbered everyday ex- 
periences that occur, relates the stories of 
many natives, tells of the fauna and flora of 
the bungalow compound, goes shopping in 
the bazaars and visiting in the villages, en- 
tertains at tea and at dinner, and so on. 
The young couple who carry the plot are 
not missionaries. The young man’s father 
has extensive business interests in India. 


Foreign Missions Under Fire: Straight 
Talks with the Critics of Missions, by 
Cornelius Howard Patton. Pilgrim 
ee Boston. 180 pages. 60 cents and 
ils 

A great little book! Dr. Patton, who is 

home secretary of the American Board, got 

weary of the criticisms of missions and ob- 
jections raised and exploited in the press 
of hostile correspondents, world travelers, 
commercial agents and other semi-ignorant 
persons, and here he meets them face to 
face,—their bias and misinformation, that is, 

—and calls them to account. 

The literary form is that of dialogues in 
seven chapters successively introducing law- 
yers, business men, pastors, the chairman of 
a church missionary committee, a college 
student, and a few others. This is cleverly 
worked out, comprising about everything 
that can be said against the missionary cause, 
and supporting the affirmative by quotations 
from experts at the end of every chapter. 


History of Christian Missions in China 
(A), by Kenneth Scott Latourette. 
Macmillan Co., New York. 930 pages, 
with map. $5. 

When it is said that the author is professor 

of Missions and Old Testament History in 

Yale University this massive work will be 

welcomed as a classic. 

It attempts to tell the story up to 1926 of 
Christian missions in China in the light of 
the various factors—political, economic, in- 
tellectual, religious,—which have helped to 
shape the enterprise. The efforts of Nes- 
torian, Russian Orthodox, and Roman Catho- 
lic missions are intended to be dealt with 
fairly and fully. Every statement and all 
statistics are fully documented. The Bibliog- 
raphy at the end fills 55 pages, and the In- 
dex 30 pages. 

Obviously one need not go into details 
about this work. It is the last word on its 
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Prof. Kenneth Scott Latourette of Vale. 


subject, and we imagine it will hold the field 
for years to come. 


Japan in the World of Today, by Arthur 
J. Brown. Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York. 322 pages, illustrated. $3.75. 

It is a satisfaction to have the opinion of an 

expert to confirm our less informed judg- 

ments. Dr. Sidney L. Gulick, an authority 
on matters Japanese, has said of Dr. 

Brown’s substantial volume: 

“A work which no one can ignore who 
wishes to know and understand Japan as she 
is today. No other single work compares 
with this for fulness, accuracy and fairness.” 

That this is a deserved tribute we are 
confident that no one will deny. Here are 
found able discussions of the great problems 
of international scope,—the immigration 
problem in relation to the United States, the 
Korean problem, the questions of Japan in 
Manchuria and Siberia. These are treated 
with fairness and fulness. Where there is 
ground for diverse opinions they are stated 
without prejudice. 

As there is a new world today, so there is 
a new Japan, occupying a new and larger 
place in the world of nations. The influences 
which have created the new Japan, both 
within and without, are fully described. The 
impact of Western ideas, political, economic, 
intellectual, has been a mighty transforming 
power. 

“Another force is operating with less noise 
but with more depth, the force of Christian 
missions. It is the most pervasive and re- 
constructive of all forces. . . . . It would be 
difficult to overestimate the silent yet mighty 
energy represented by this teaching, steadily 
continued through a long series of years and 
representing the life labors of devoted men 
and women.’ This energy has brought di- 
rect results in the spiritual life of the peo- 
ple and has manifested itself, as it always 
has since in Galilee our Lord went about do- 


ing good, in healing and uplifting the social 
order. _— 

Dr. Brown discusses briefly the religions: 
of Japan,—Buddhism moribund, with its di-! 
vorce from morality and its attempted re- 


vival by imitation of things Christian, a7 
\ 
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Shintoism with its strong appeal to national- 
ism, to “one hundred per cent patriotism.” 
His statements are fresh and informing. The 
chapter upon the missions of the Roman, 
Catholic and Russian Orthodox churches are: 
of special value as their material is often’ 
less accessible and familiar to Protestant 
readers. The romantic story of Francis Xav-: 
ier and the heroic record of the great per-. 
secution are essential chapters in the history 
of Christian missions. The briefer chronicle, 
of the enterprise of the Russian church in) 
Japan is illuminated by a noble episode in) 
the war between Russia and Japan, when} 
through the tact and wisdom of the Rus-; 
sian bishop and the self-restraint and fair- 
mindedness of the Japanese government and/ 
people the mission work went on undis-: 
turbed in the midst of hostility and conflict.) 

The main theme of the book is the country’ 
and people of Japan viewed in their national! 
characteristics and their activities in govern-- 
ment, in things military, in trade and manu-- 
facture, in education, and in the problems oi: 
social and moral life. The discussion is: 
both comprehensive and constructive. No-- 
where else perhaps may so much material be: 
found for the true estimate of this remark; 
able people from the Christian standpoint. 
Such a book helps to create among us the: 
international mind and to furnish it with) 
facts and principles which make for world! 
understanding and world peace. 

Dr. Brown has unusual fitness for his: 
task, which shows the results of thirty years: 
of contact with the subject and_ the: 
characteristics of Christian statesmanship.—- 
ee MEN: 


Making of a Great Race (The): Racial] 
and Religious Cross-Currents in the} 
United States, by Edward A. Steiner. 
4 eH Revell Co., New York. 192 pages. 

Dr. Steiner, an immigrant himself, has an! 


appreciation of America and a clearcut in-. 


sight, sympathetic and loyal, which men of 
oN lineage too often seem incapable 
of. 

He sees clearly the melting-pot and all 
hat is in it and all its hazards, but notes as 

ell a physical energy, a moral idealism and 
a high and holy faith, and has no inclination 
to sit in the seat of the scornful as to the 
uture of America. 

Dr. Steiner discusses in succeeding chap- 
ters “The End of an Epoch” and “The Myth 
of a Great Race.” He handles with fine 
delicacy and straightforwardness Jewish 
power, Roman Catholic culture, and Protes- 
tant fear of both. There is considerable 
truth in the figure that “the Jews are the 
root, the Roman Catholics are the trunk, 
and the Protestants are the branches and 
leaves” in the family religious tree. 

The hope in the heart of the author is 
that on this continent we may develop a 
great culture in which the soul of man may 
be of supreme value; in which personality, 
not property, will be the measure of achieve- 
ment; and the religious cultures and racial 
inheritances may be fused into a unity that 
will make American culture of universal 
worth and of eternal value—T. C. 


Our Little Chilean Cousin, by Anna C. 
Winslow. L. C. Page and Co., Boston. 
140 pages, illustrated, decorated cover. $1. 

We have already been introduced to about 

75 Little Cousins, and now that we are flirt- 

ing with South America it is time we got to 

know our Chilean cousin better. In fact, 
there are five of them, who live on a de- 
lightful hacienda. 

Their land and history, their habits and 
games, and much more of interest enter into 
the story. 


Poet-Saints of Maharashtra (The), Vol- 
ume IV, Dasopant Digambar: A Trans- 
lation of the Dasopant Charitra, by Jus- 
tin E. Abbott, with the Text. To be 
obtained from Dr. Justin E. Abbott, Sum- 
mit, New Jersey. 

‘The third volume of this unique series, 

“Bhikshugita, or The Mendicant’s Song,” 

has already been reviewed in these columns. 

‘The present book contains the story of the 

life of a saint but little known, Dasopant 

Digambar. Who was its author and when 

it was written are unknown, and the only 

manuscript at present known is incomplete. 

The translation of it reveals that vivid 
sense of God’s nearness to man and his 
readiness to come to man’s aid which char- 
acterize all the Bhakti literature of the 
Marathas. In that its chief value lies, and 
in its evidence of the religious devotion and 
ecstasy of which the Indian mind is capable, 
to the exclusion of all physical comfort and 
the abandonment of all human ties. 

It is interesting, also, as a literary curios- 
ity. This biography came to light in 1902 
in the Hyderabad state, and was first pub- 
lished in 1904. Students of comparative re- 
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ligions will find it of special interest. The 
two thousand three hundred works of the 
seven hundred Marathi poet-saints include 
many by Dasopant Digambar, who is sup- 
eee to have lived between 1551 and 1615 

The fifth volume of this series will be de- 
voted to the autobiography of Bahinabai, 
“absolutely unique in Marathi literature, and 
full of interest.’—L. M. N. 


Soul of the Bantu (The), by W. C. Wil- 
loughby. Doubleday, Doran and Co., 
Garden City, N. Y. 476 pages. $5.00. 

This is, as Dr. Willoughby says, “A sympa- 

thetic study of the Magico—Religious Prac- 

tices and Beliefs of the Bantu tribes of 

Africa.” It is a sequel in a-sefise to Dr. 

Willoughby’s* previous book on the race 

problem in Africa, and its character, as a 

compilation of incidents bearing on the re- 

ligious ideas and practices of the Bantu 
tribes, is of less interest than the race book. 

This race book is one of the best books of 

the time on the contact of white and black 

in Africa. The present volume is a study 
after the fashion of Fraser's “Golden 

Bough.” The conception of the relation of 

Christianity to other religions is not always 

ours, but Christ is over all, to the author as 

to us, and the beginning and end.—R. E. S. 


Three Boys on the Yangtse: House- 
Boating in China, by Mabel Burns Mc- 
Kinley. Fleming H. Revell Co. New 
York. 252 pages, with frontispiece. $2. 

Jack Martin had been born in China, son of 

a missionary in the interior. On his return 

from schooling in America! two of his 

friends accompany him for the sake of the 
trip. 

A large sum of money is intrusted to their 
care on the voyage up the Yangtse. This 
is known to a robber band, and the trip is 
full of adventures accordingly, in addition 
to the usual dangers of the river and the 
strange customs and characters in China. 


Where Polar Ice Begins: or The Mora- 
vian Mission in Alaska, by S. H. Gapp. 
Religious Education Board, Bethlehem, 
Pa. 126 pages, illustrated. 50 cents. 

As a result of the efforts of Dr. Sheldon 

Jackson the Moravian church of Bethlehem, 

Pa., was led to begin work in Alaska in 

1884. The first converts were won in 1888. 

Since then they have opened three stations 

with 28 preaching places and membership 

of 2347; also Sunday schools and an or- 
phanage. 

Chapter 1 describes the territory of 
Alaska, and chapter 2 the special field of the 
mission. Chapters 3 to 5 tell all about the 
Eskimos and their religion. Chapter 6 is 
“The Mission and Its Methods,” and chapter 
7 its Success. A Study Manual for class or 
private use, with review questions, is ap- 
pended. 

For picture, please turn over! 
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Bethel, headquarters of the Moravian 
Mission in Alaska. 


Windows. into Alaska, 
Chandler Warner. 
New York. 
cents. 

Eight stories depicting Bobby’s home and 

school life in Alaska, Indian cabins and 

ways, and much more. Printed in large 
type for boys and girls from five to ten 
years of age. 


Yunnan, by Mrs. M. M. Dymond. Mar- 

shall Bros., London. 95 pages. 2/6. 
Yunnan is considered to be the most back- 
ward province in China, “corrupt in man- 
ners, language and religion.” It is located 
in South-west China, near Burma. The 
book is written for the purpose of helping 
the slave girls there. The book tells of this 
curse in addition to its varied and full in- 
formation about the land and its people, 
their customs and history, etc. 


by Gertrude 
Friendship Press, 
87 pages, illustrated. 75 


Missionary Education. 


Call Drum (The): African Stories and 
Studies for Primary Children, by Mary 
Entwistle and Elizabeth Harris. Friend- 
ship Press, New York. Teacher’s edition, 
138 pages, illustrated. 75 cents. 

Six stories (30 pages) and 11 class session 

programs, followed by chapters showing 

how to teach the course, what helps and 
projects to use, etc. 


Children of the Chief, by Mary Entwistle. 


Record of Christian Work. 
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Friendship Press, New York. 76 pages, 
illustrated. 40 cents. | 
There were five children,—four boys and a! 
girl. Eight chapters relate many experi- | 
ences in school and in the forest, etc. 


Meet Your United States: For Lead 
of Intermediate Groups, by Mary Jen- 
ness. Friendship Press, New York. 168 | 
pages. 60 cents and $1. ; 

A manual to educate intermediates in home 

missions by the project method. The spe- 

cial topics considered include rural popula- 
tions, migrant child laborers, Southern — 
mountaineers, city dwellers, Negroes, Porto. 

Ricans and American Indians. 
Three plays written and acted by young 

people are the climax of this effective mode 

of training. ~~ # 

The author has had college training, | 
teaching experience in schools and confer- 
ences, and personal visitation among the 
needy classes. The book affords full proof 
of her efficiency. 


Missionary Education in the Church, by | 
Herbert Wright Gates. Pilgrim Press, 
Boston. 227 pages. $1. 

Deals with the aim and purpose and methods © 

of missionary education as an integral part 

of the general program of religious educa- |} 
tion. 

It covers the subject in great detail. It. 
tells of missionary education through serv-, 
ice activities, study, worship, pictures, pos- : 
ters, dramatics, exhibits, and other ways. It 
shows how the various agencies in the 
church can be used. It discusses material , 
and methods for different age groups. Ali 
in all it omits little, if anything. And it is 
well arranged and well printed. 


Christianize the Family! 
Changing Family (The): Social and Re 
ligious Aspects of the Modern Family 
by George Walter Fiske. Harper Bros.., | 
New York. 324 pages. $2.25. 
This sizable book centers in the conviction 
that vital family religion is the best pro-. 
moter of home life, the best insurance 
against broken homes. Hence it includes 
both sociological analysis and constructive | 
interpretation of religion for the changed | 
family which exists today as compared with | 
the old home type. : 
Prof. Fiske examines the oldtime home, | 
crediting it for good qualities but pointing 
out undesirable features. The city home has. 
a struggle to survive, he shows. The new) 
status of woman and changed social stand- 
ards have given body blows to the old home. 
Yet a real home must be maintained if civi- 
lization is to progress. 
Home from the child’s point of view is 
also carefully surveyed from several angles. 
Religious considerations form the climax 
of the book. A chapter on the religious 
dedication of the home contains several actual 
illustrations. Active religious life, the ex- 
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Prof. George 
Walter Fiske 
of Oberlin. 


istence and use of a family Bible adapted to 
the understanding of the children, home co- 
operation with the church, and other fea- 
tures are worked out in detail according to 
‘the author’s views. 

The book is the outgrowth of a study of 
‘a suburban group of homes near Cleveland, 
but its grasp is generalized and its conclu- 
‘sions and suggestions sound and wholesome. 


|Fireside Talks for the Family Circle, by 
Albert W. Beaven. Judson Press, Phila- 
delphia. 143 pages. $1.25. 
Dr. Beaven of Rochester, N. Y., is one of 
the most active of the younger Baptist min- 
jisters, in great demand at young people’s 
conventions and the like. 
_ Here we have 15 addresses on the home 
in itself and in its relation to the church and 
community. The family altar, library, pic- 
tures, music, table talk, amusements, pocket- 
book, Sundays, and other practical everyday 
matters give Dr. Beaven opportunity to say 
many wise things from a Christian stand- 
point. 


Sermons and Essays. 


American Lutheran Preaching, edited by 
Miles H. Krumbine. Harper and Brothers, 
New York. 301 pages. $2.50. 

The United Lutheran church is making itself 

‘felt more and more in America. Here are 

‘sermons by 25 of its ministers. Dr. Paul 

Scherer has first place. The other preachers 

are located as far west as Kansas City and 

Omaha and Denver. They are not as well 

known in other denominations as they de- 

serve to be. This volume is a good intro- 
duction. 


Awakening Sermons, by J. Wilbur Chap- 
man, compiled and edited by Edgar Whit- 
aker Work. Fleming H. Revell Co., New 
York. 186 pages. $1.75. 

'Stenographic reports of 15 of Dr. Chapman’s 

‘most influential sermons. It is a grand 

thing that there is a demand for such a book 

‘ten years after his lamented death. 


Call and Challenge of the Unseen (The), 
by F. B. Meyer. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
__ New York. 184 pages. $1.75. 
‘Dr. Meyer continues to bring forth fruit in 
his old age as juicy and nourishing as ever. 
Among these 15 textual sermons are many 
that were delivered on his last visit to this 
side. The subject matter and the personal 
application of his preaching are such as few 
‘modern-trained preachers are fortunate 
enough to know and master. 
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Christ is All, and Other Sermons, by 
James Allen Francis. Judson Press, 
Philadelphia. 159 pages. $1.25. 

The voice is now still that uttered these ser- 

mons. The book title is from the first ser- 

mon, on John 14.8. There are 14 in all, all 
textual, and with a directness and application 
that made their delivery effective. 


Church Year Sermons: Pulpit Addresses 
for the Sundays from Advent to Easter, 
by Thomas Sims. Fleming H. Revell Co., 
New York. 208 pages. $1.75. 

The author is a New England Congrega- 

tionalist minister. T‘wenty years in the same 

pulpit led him to adopt the order of the 
church year given in the Anglican Book of 

Common Prayer as the basis of his preach- 

ing. Here are 21 consecutive textual ad- 

dresses from Advent Sunday through Epiph- 
any and Lent to Easter Sunday. 

He would encourage other pastors to 
pursue this church year method in order to 
provide adequate Scriptural instruction for 
their people. 


If I Only Had One Sermon to Preach, 
English Series: Sermons by Twenty 
English Ministers, edited by James 
Marchant. Harper and Brothers, New 
York. 307 pages. $2.50. 

Eighteen pages of sayings of our Lord in- 

troduce this collection. The reader turns 

with interest to see who the 20 preachers 
are, and what their themes. Among the 
preachers are many known in these pages,— 

George H. Morrison, W. E. Orchard, F. B. 

Meyer, John A. Hutton, F. W. Norwood, 

James Moffatt. One or perhaps two of the 

sermons have been given at Northfield. 

It is a great collection, and a handsome 
book. 


New Quest (The), by Rufus M. Jones. 
ieee Co., New York. 202 pages. 
WAS 
A series of short meditations on religious 
themes by the well known scholar and teacher 
of the Friends, who is professor of Philoso- 
phy at Haverford College. 

As would be expected from such a source, 
these discourses are concerned largely with 
personal experience. Also they are marked 
by mysticism. But as might also be expected 
from a genuine New England Yankee in- 
heritance even when it is that of a Quaker, 
this mysticism is balanced and kept sane by 
wholesome common sense. 

The style is informal, though dignified, 
and the writer’s meaning cannot be mistaken. 
Now and then there may be, indeed, a descent 
to the commonplace. But the messages are 
restful, cheering, strengthening, and should 
be profitable to Christians all and sundry 
everywhere.—W. O. S. 


Portion for The Children (The), by Frank 
J. Scribner. Macmiilan Co., New York. 
182 pages. $1. 

Fifty-two talks by a pastor with the chil- 

dren of his congregation. Every one starts 
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with a story or something snappy, and the 
moral or spiritual lesson follows. There 
isn’t a dull one in the lot. 


Religion—Thirteen Sermons, by Corne- 
lius Woelfkin: Edited by Robert A. Ash- 
worth. Doubleday, Doran and Co., Gar- 
den City, N. Y. 221 pages. $2. 

The title of the book is that of the first 

address, on 2 Timothy 1.12. All the ser- 

mons are textual, and were preached in 

Dr. Woelfkin’s New York City church. 
He was a glowing Christian, a careful stu- 

dent of the Bible, and a preacher great in his 

messages. 


Sermons for Reviving on the Table Talk 
of the Master, by Louis Albert Banks. 
Fleming H. Revell Co., New York. 160 
pages. $1.50. 

Fifteen addresses, expository in character, 

sprinkled with unhackneyed copyright poems 

and other illustrations. 


Straight Answers to Life Questions, by 
Copeland Smith. Willett, Clark and 
Colby, Chicago. 177 pages. $1.50. 

The current fashion of certain geniuses or 

would-be geniuses answering in the daily pa- 

pers or over the radio any kind of a question 
that is asked them is responsible for a lot 
of mush. But this collection is not of that 
kind. In the first place, the answers are 
straight and straightforward. Then the 
questions are in every case vital. Some of 
them are hackneyed, but lots of them—there 
are 146 in all—are loaded with dynamite: 
for instance, “Is Gandhi A Christian?” “Is 

Freemasonry Christian?” “Are Illegitimate 

‘ Babies Damned?” “Can Divorced Folk Be 

Saved?” “Is the Pope Christ’s* Vicar?” 

“Birth Control,” “Will the World Become 

Roman Catholic?” “America’s Five Great- 

est Preachers” (Jonathan Edwards, Cotton 

Mather, Phillips Brooks, Henry Ward 

Beecher, D. L. Moody), “Is Genesis 1 His- 

tory?” “Is Dancing Wicked?” and so on. 

_ We find ourselves agreeing with the an- 

swers most of the time. 


Things to Come: Essays, by John Mid- 
dleton Murry. Macmillan Co., New York. 
318 pages. $2.50. 

If you want to meet a man who thinks for 
himself, get this book! The author, an Eng- 
lishman, says his central position is that 
there is no absolute truth to be had in things 
spiritual: only glimpses of the ineffable 
through many perspectives, of which he tries 
to make as many as possible temporarily his 
own. He claims to be “in his own peculiar 
way” a Christian. From this standpoint he 
writes 26 essays on varied themes, only a few 
of them theological, and mostly rather un- 
hackneyed nowadays. He tells just what he 
thinks, and he is worth reading, even if only 
to stimulate one’s own thought. 


Toward A Better World, by Evangeline 
Booth. Doubleday, Doran & Co., Garden 
City, N. Y. 244 pages, illustrated. $2 net. 


Twelve textual sermons by this gifted and 
experienced lady, suggestive both in their 
vivid contents and in their homiletic style, 
Thoroughly steeped in Scripture, they also) 
contain stories culled from actual life that 


drive home the commander’s points. 


Some Romanist Volumes. | 
Macmillan Co. is publisher of the following | 


i 


books, each bearing the Romanist imprima~ 
tur. 


The Mass, by Joseph A. Dunney. 375) 
pages, illustrated. $2.50. 
A detailed argument and description of the) 
mass, including the vestments, postures and 
gestures of the priest and people. Step by 
step in 38 chapters the reader is led from the: 
entrance of the priest to the end of the Gos-) 
pel when the altar boy says, “Deo gratias.” | 
The illustrations are all of ancient persons } 
and objects. The frontispiece is the great: 
chalice of Antioch. On the front cover is a} 
reproduction in gold of a chalice in the Met-» 
ropolitan Museum of Art, New York City. | 


The Catholic Church and Confession, by 
Leonard Geddes and Herbert Thurston. 
104 pages. $1. 3 

One of the Calvert Series edited by Hilaire: 

Belloc. A brief statement of the doctrine in; 

practice and in Scripture, according to ap-: 

proved Romanist ideas; followed by chapters 
on confession in the early and medieval. 
church, and confession judged by reason and | 
experience. : 


TREASURY OF THE FAITH. SERIES. 


Jesus Christ, Man of Sorrows, by Alban 
Goodier. 88 pages. 60 cents. 

Our suffering Saviour in his life and teach- 

ings and death, and in the teachings of Peter, | 

Paul and John. 


Sin and Repentance, by E. J. Mahoney . 
95 pages. 60 cents. 

What mortal sin is, and venial sin,—“sing) 

which do not involve the loss of grace,’— 

from the word “venia,’ pardon; repentance | 


and perfect contrition, and reparation. 


The Supernatural Virtues, by T. E! 

Flynn. 95 pages. 60 cents. | 
The supernatural life—the believer partaking | 
of the divine nature, 2 Peter 1. 2-4,—demands | 
grace as the supernatural aid for its attain- | 
ment. There are natural and supernatural | 
virtues, the latter including faith, hope, love, | 
and the moral virtues. These are identified | 
as the gifts and fruits of the Holy Ghost. | 


Man and His Destiny, by C. C. Martin-| 

dale. 85 pages. 60 cents. 
Rather difficult reading, the way it is written, | 
but it is intended to explain the Roman) 
church’s views of the dual nature of man and 
his destiny,—God as his end and the super- 
natural life. 


The Resurrection of the Body, by Justin 
McCann. 96 pages. 60 cents. | 


Sceptical Essays. 
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Bodily resurrection is held to be reasonable 
on the testimony of Scripture and tradition. 
Objections are considered, and the nature of 
the risen body discussed. 


The Church Triumphant, by J. P. Arend- 
zen. 91 pages. 60 cents. 

The Romanist doctrine of heaven. Is it a 

place? Will the ties of kinship remain? Do 

the blessed feel for those on earth and in 

hell? These are a fraction of the aspects of 

the doctrine that are taken up. 


Various Themes. 


Sceptical Essays, by Bertrand Russell. 
W. W. Norton and Co., New York. 256 
pages. $2.50. 

One of the handsomely printed Norton books, 

written by a mathematician of note, overrated 

- a philosopher, and withal a brilliant styl- 
st. 

The title of the book is unfortunate, for it 
assumes an antagonistic attitude to belief 
(which possibly belies the real deep-down 
sentiments of the author,) whereas at the 
‘most (or least), as Mr. Russell himself ad- 
mits, quite in the Pyrrhonic mode, “We must 
be sceptical even of our scepticism.” So here 
we are left uncomfortably at sea as to 
whether scepticism is to be taken at all seri- 
ously, and if not, why write a book about it? 

This book is based on an entire assumption 
that science has completely changed the 
world, whereas it has simply altered, for 
many, certain views about the phenomenal, 
and can no more change ultimates than a 
child can pluck the moon from the sky. An- 
other assumption is that only a large amount 
of scepticism can “tear away the veils which 
hide truth from us.” Nothing is said in a 
profound way as to the nature of proof, and 
the views advanced by Mr. Russell must ac- 
cordingly be taken as mere matters of opin- 
ion: and if matters are to be decided on that 
basis the opinions of believers have as much 
claim to attention as those of agnostics. 

The book is written in a brilliant style, but 
the writer’s love of paradox betrays him at 
times into extreme statements. The criticisms 
‘are frequently penetrating, and at times pro- 
vocative. What the author is really combat- 
ing are the shams and smug selfishnessses 
‘that so commonly connect themselves with 
institutionalism in its various forms, or are 
entrenched, in a traditionalism that does not 
tradite the best things. 

Mr. Russell’s most useful work we think 
lies in his pleading for political liberty, free 
speech, the rights of minorities, world peace, 
and in general for the conditions that further 
the development of men, each in his own 
‘type. His condescending attitude to Kant, 
| whom he simply brushes away in favor of his 
own little group of philosophizers, and his 
‘antagonism to idealism show him to be un- 
icritical and unappreciative of far greater 
geniuses than his own contemporaries. It is 
always easy, of course, to make out one’s case 
by talking down the thinkers with whom one 


does not naturally agree and by talking up 
the people who seem to endorse one’s own 
preconceived opinions. 

Mr. Russell is a patron of the “new logic,” 
and desires to treat all matters in intellectual- 
istic terms. He appears to be blind to the 
real value of mysticism, which he refers to 
as “a lazy man’s philosophy.” He has no 
conception of the personal elements found in 
thinking (because they are in life) as applied 
to a cosmic society, and since he dispenses 
with the concept of God he tries instead to 
build houses out of straws. 

Having said this we cordially express our 
admiration for the stand that Mr. Russell has 
taken in defence of the individual, threatened 
as he is today by the oppression of vast or- 
ganizations working for gain rather than—we 
wish he had said—godliness. The prevailing 
note of this volume is the preference of in- 
telligence to passion. It contains many a 
sentence as to men’s relations to one another 
that deserves being carefully pondered, but 
on the whole our reaction is one of regret that 
a brilliant man who sees so much in certain 
directions should see so little in others— 
Ep IN AS 1D), 


Dr. John 
Rathbone 
Oliver. 


Victim and Victor, by John Rathbone 
Oliver. Macmillan Co., New York. 435 
pages. $2.50. 

Dr. Oliver, a star graduate of Harvard and a 
psychiatrist of note, the author of “Fear,” 
was asked to portray a type of priest-physi- 
cian who might be able to deal more satisfac- 
torily with the difficulties of psychasthenic 
patients than clergymen or doctors could 
separately do. Instead he has in this sugges- 
tive book imagined two men, one a physician, 
the other a churchman, who in a curiously 
codperating way deal helpfully with various 
downs-and-outs and generally impossible 
people. 

The churchman, passionately devoted to 
the rites of the altar, is unfrocked and for no 
great fault of his own hounded and trampled 
on by the dignitaries of his church. He is 
the victim, and his mind becomes almost 
wrecked under the strain of the shame. The 
physician helps him, almost without knowing 
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it, to a life in God which by its sheer self- 
sacrifice in connection with a mission to the 
outcast, housed in a bare, ugly little shack, 
puts to shame the smug snobbery of his self- 
righteous, unpitying ecclesiastical superiors, 
and he becomes a victor. In that funny, tiny 
church other clerics who have fallen under 
the condemnation of their superiors but are 
now repentant hold love-feasts and illustrate 
the reunion of Christendom. Finally, when 
Michael Mann, the deposed priest of the 
Protestant Episcopal communion, is about 
to pass from this troubled world he is, by an- 
other bishop than his own time-serving dioce- 
san head, restored to the priesthood, so that 
he can once more say “‘mass.” 

The portrayal of character in the book is 
vivid and moving, and the appeal for sym- 
pathy, based on a scientific understanding of 
others in misfortune, is powerful. It is dif- 
ficult to read many of the pages without 
moist eyes. Surely here is the spirit of the 
ee here is the gate of heaven!—C. A. 

=8) 


Faith in the Divine Fatherhood, by Wil- 
liam P. King. Cokesbury Press, Nash- 
ville, Tenn. 372 pages. $2. 

Written in the popular style of a preacher 
who knows how to assemble his material and 
present it in a terse and interesting way to 
the average man. Mr. King touches on 
theological and even philosophical themes, 
but always in the style of the platform, not 
of the class room. The book abounds in apt 
quotations from literature, revealing wide 
and diversified reading. 

It should be classed as apologetic litera- 
ture written in defence of Christianity, but 
not ‘defensively taking up the popular ob- 
jections, but rather offensively taking up 
the reasons for believing in the divine per- 
sonality of Jesus; then through his teach- 
ing developing that of the fatherhood of 
God. He begins with Christ, and he ends 
with Christ. The last sentence of the book 
is the following suggestive quotation: 

“And you? You want to argue? I can’t. 
It is a choice. I choose the Christ!” 

It makes good and interesting reading 
throughout._S. C. H. 


History of Religion in the United States 
(The), by Henry Kalloch Rowe. Mac- 
millan Co., New York. 213 pages. $1.75. 

A rapid—one had almost said hasty—sketch 

of the establishment and development in the 

United States of America of religious institu- 

tions, practices and teachings, together with 

an attempt at a parallel appraisement of the 
influence of religion (Christianity) on the na- 
tional life and character of the people. 

It is a large subject. The degree of com- 
pleteness with which it is covered in this 
moderate-sized volume of two hundred pages 
is remarkable. But the reader puts it down 
with the feeling that the statement on the 
wrapper that ‘the history of religion in 
America never has been written adequately 
remains true, and that there is still need of a 


book that will be considerably more than 
what the author has modestly but truly de- 
scribed as “an essay in interpretation.” 

It is, however, a convenient volume for one 
who wishes to obtain quickly general and au- 
thoritative information about specific phases 


of our religious history. It is also excellent 
reading.—W. O. S. 


AMONG NEW BOOKS. 


After His Passion, by J. C. Massee. Fleming H. 
Revell Co., New York. 128 pages. $1.50. | 

Authority in Religion, by Harold Anson. Century © 
Co., New York. 197 pages. $1.50. 

Boys’ and Girls’ Life of Christ, by J. Paterson 
Smyth. Revell. 283 pages, illustrated. $2.50. 

Children of the Light in India, by Mrs. Arthur 
Parker. Revell. 192 pages. $2. 

Eternal God Revealing Himself to Suffering — 


Israel and to Lost Humanity (The), by David | 
L. Cooper. ee aneekest Press, Harrisburg, Pa. | 
362 pages. $3.7 | 

Faith that Rebels (rhe), by D. S. Cairns. Double- | 
day, Doran and Co., Garden City, N. Y. 260 | 
pages. 

Gospel of Saint Paul, by Sydney Cave. Double- | 
day. 283 pages. $2.50. j 

Great Empire of Silence (The), by Robert Mer- | 
rill Bartlett. Pilgrim Press, Boston, Mass. | 
60 pages. $1.25. ; 

How to Tell Bible Stories, 
Houghton. Charles 
York. 295 pages. $2. 

Inevitable Christ (The), by J. D. Jones. 
day. 316 pages. $2. 

In Touch with Christ, by James Reid. 
day. 318 pages. $2. j 

Lessons in Finance, by James Arthur Dupre. | 
caper oe Publishing Co., Boston. 128 pages. | 


Moral Adventure, by Burnett Hillman Streeter. * 
Macmillan. 132 pages. $1.25. 

One Hundred Three-Minute Sermons, by John | 
R. Gunn.» Doubleday. 136 pages. $1.35. 3 

Origins of Synagogue and Church, by Kaufmann : 
Kohler. Macmillan. 297 pages. $3. { 

Our Economic Morality, by Harry F. Ward. 


_by Louise Seymour | 
Scribner’s Sons, New : 


Double- - 
Double- 


Macmillan. 329 pages. $2.50. 
Religion the Dynamic of Education. Harper and 
Brothers, New York. 172 pages. $1.50. 1 


Religious Difficulties of Youth, by A. D. Belden. 
Sp ae Press, Nashville, Tenn. 213 pages. | 


Revival Sermons, by William B. Riley. Revell 
190 pages. $1.50. : 
Riddle of Life (The), by Neville S. Talbot. Long- | 


mans. 110 pages. $1. 
Song of the Seg (The), by Anson Phelps Atter- 


bury. John C. Winston Co., Philadelphia. 137 
pages. $1. ey 

Tongues of Fire, by Grace H. Turnbull. Mac 
millan. 416 pages. $3.50. 


Towering Figures among the Prophets, by L. O. | 
Lineberger. Winston. 181 pages. $1.50. 
Trouble, by Jeff. D. Ray. Judson Press, Phila-} 
delphia. 80 pages. $1. t 
Use of the Old Testament in the Current Cur- 


ricula (The), by Robert Seneca Smith. Cen- 
tury. 337 pages. $2.25. at 
Wanderer’s Way (A), by Charles E. Raven. | 
ere Holt and Co., New York. 220 pages. | 
| 

Wounding of Error (The), by John T. Glover. 


Biola Book Room, 


Los Angeles, Cal. 228 
pages. 


$2, plus postage. 


Any book acknowledged, reviewed, or} 
advertised in this magazine will be for-} 
warded postpaid by the publishers of the 
RECORD OF CHRISTIAN WORK upon receipt 
of the advertised price. Remit by check, , 
postal or express order. 


